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COMMUNITY DAYCARE 
IMPACT

The shortage of quality day-
care is an issue statewide.  This 
is particularly true in the Clari-
on-Goldfield-Dows Community 
School District.

Employment patterns of par-
ents impact the need for day-
care.  According to the 2018 
US Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
sixty-nine percent (68.8%) of 
households have both par-
ents employed.  Seventy-four 
percent (74.1%) of mothers of 
single-parent homes are em-
ployed.  Eighty-four percent 
(84.5%) of fathers of single-par-
ent homes are employed.

Clarion has been blessed for 
decades having Kids Korner as 
an option for daycare.  Origi-
nally Kids Korner was housed in 
the Catholic Education Center 
that was burned down due to 
the poor condition of the build-
ing.  Without a place to go, Kids 
Korner approached the school 
to see if temporary housing 
for the daycare was possible.  
A quote from the February 
9, 1989 edition of the Wright 
County Monitor reads, “(Kevin) 

Geis noted that the Kids Korner 
Board had decided that they 
would prefer to have their own 
building and the temporary use 
of the school facilities would al-
low for time to see if the com-
munity would support efforts to 
construct a new facility.”

The partnership between the 
school district and Kids Korner 
has spanned three decades 
and facilities of both are too 
small.  The school district has 
remodeled and utilized every 
possible space and have been 
turning away preschoolers be-
cause there isn’t enough room.  
Kids Korner facilities also limit 
the number of children they are 
able to accept.

It is unacceptable for the school 
district to be turning away pre-
school students.  It limits the 
district’s ability to accomplish 
its mission statement, “Prepar-
ing Students Today for Tomor-
row”.  That is why a letter was 
written by the district to Kids 
Korner on September 18, 2019, 
that asked Kids Korner to va-
cate the school facility by May 
1, 2020.  The motivation of the 
letter was two-fold, capturing 
needed space with the school 

building to accommodate pre-
school numbers and provide 
time for renovation in prepara-
tion for the 2020-2021 school 
year.  It was also done to cre-
ate urgency to address com-
munity childcare needs and 
stimulate activism.  The letter 
was designed to be a catalyst 
for change.  The board later 
delayed the date Kids Korner 
needed to leave school district 
facilities to May 1, 2021, to al-
low for study and acquisition of 
a new Kids Korner location.

A study committee was as-
sembled to determine daycare 
needs and corresponding facil-
ity requirements.  Even though 
Kids Korner is best positioned 
to address child care needs, 
there are potential partners 
wishing to support Kids Korner, 
including county, city, school, 
chamber, and employers.  It is 
obvious judging from the first 
two meetings of the study com-
mittee, there is strong support 
for Kids Korner to be successful 
and meet community needs for 
childcare.
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WELCOME NEW STAFF!

Please join us in welcoming 
new staff members Kristi Oster-
camp (HS para) & Shelby Devo-
ra (student teacher with Mrs. 
Stundahl in elementary starting 
in January). So glad to have 
them working with us!

Welcome to CGD

Shelby Devora  
Student teacher with  
Mrs. Stundahl

Kristi Ostercamp 
HS para
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A SPECIAL VISIT!

Thank you to Dr. Ryan Wise, Director of the Iowa 
Department of Education, for visiting our school 
today! It was great to have him see a student lead 
tour and our Technology Blizzard Challenge ac-
tivities! Tristan did a great job leading our visitor 
on the tour!

Very Important Visitor
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TALKIN’ TURKEY

Thank you to Bea and Omer Good for coming to 
school to share about turkeys and Thanksgiving!! 
Our preschool, prep-K and kindergarten friends 
sure enjoyed their visit!

Gobble, gobble!

Gobble, gobble!
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HOLIDAY SING-A-LONG!

Before winter break, the elementary students and 
staff met together for our annual holiday sing-
a-long. The event is just one of the many joyful 
events that make CGD Elementary such a won-
derful place to be in school!

The Most Wonderful Time...
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Holiday Concert Scrapbook
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CGD THIRD GRADERS GIVE 
BACK

The Clarion-Goldfield-Dows 
third graders have an ongoing 
holiday tradition. Each Decem-
ber the students are asked not 
to exchange gifts with students 
or teachers but instead give 
back. This year the students col-
lected items for cats and dogs. 
We proudly donated blankets, 
toys, dishes, food, and treats to 
the Humane Society of Wright 
County. This connects to the 
book Winn-Dixie that the third 
graders read before break. We 
hope we made the holidays 
brighter for those animals wait-
ing for their forever homes! 
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Help for the Animals!
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MIDDLE SCHOOLERS WITH JOY TO SPARE 

The Middle School Peer Helpers and Homebase groups traveled down the road in December to visit 
folks at the Care Center and The Meadows. A jolly time was had by all!

Spreading Holiday Cheer!
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2019-2020 MIDDLE SCHOOL  
SELECT CHOIR

Mr. Ackerman is pleased to announce the 
middle school select choir for the 2019-
2020 school year.  This choir rehearses 
EVERY Monday and Thursday morning 
from 7:30-8:15 a.m. and is scheduled to 
perform at the February and May middle 
school concerts.  

Sopranos: Teagan Webb, Kali Wharton, 
Makayla Beisel, Jocelyn Alderson, Gabby 
Oppman, Natalie Greving, Ruby Coldiron

Altos: Harley Charlson, Matthew Hurt, 
Mitchell Ackerman, Estuardo Lopez, 
Emma Eekhoff, Jacqueline Kirstein, Amya 
Schaffer, Nicolas Curry

Baritones: Caden Hankins, Nick Sisson

CGD HIGH SCHOOL VOCAL  
STUDENTS AT DORIAN VOCAL  
FESTIVAL (LUTHER COLLEGE)

On Sunday, January 12th and Monday, 
January 13th, five CGD High School vo-
cal students will participate in the Dorian 
Honor Choir at Luther College in Decorah, 
Iowa: Erin Heldenbrand (soprano), Lacy 
Buchanan (soprano), Katherine Soenen 
(alto),  Kylie Klaver (alto).  The Dorian hon-
or choir is one of the largest in the United 
States, boasting 1,100 high school vocal-
ists from five states. 

The Grand Concert is slated for Monday, 
January 13th at 7:00 p.m. in the Center 
for Faith and Life.  All tickets should have 
been purchased in December.  However, 
there is supposed to be a live feed avail-
able on the Luther College website. 

CGD HIGH SCHOOL VOCAL STUDENTS 
AT MEISTERSINGER HONOR CHOIR 
(WARTBURG COLLEGE)

On Sunday, January 19th and Monday, 
January 20th, five CGD High School vocal 
students will participate in the Meisters-
inger Honor Choir at Wartburg College in 
Waverly, Iowa:  Ashtyn DeCoster (soprano) 
has been chosen to sing in the 100-voice 
treble clef choir.  This choir is directed by 
Dr. Nicki Toliver.  Jaylynn Eddington (so-
prano), Shpresime Iafoski (alto), HannahJo 
Hodson (alto), and Clinton Miller (bass) 
have been chosen to sing in the 250-voice 
mixed choir.  This choir is directed by Dr. 
Lee Nelson, director of choral activities at 
Wartburg College.   

Tickets for the Meistersinger Hon-
or Choir Festival can be purchased 
on the Wartburg College website:  
wartburg.edu/festivals

CGD HIGH SCHOOL CONCERT SET 
FOR FEB. 24

The Clarion-Goldfield-Dows High School 

Music Department Notes
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Music Department Notes

Music Department will present their con-
cert on Monday, February 24th at 7:00 
p.m. in the CGDHS gym.  Featured groups 
are the high school concert band, treble 
clef choir, bass clef choir, and the high 
school mixed concert choir.  The band will 
wear their concert band uniforms while 
the choir will wear their choir robes.  Boys: 
remember black pants, black socks, and 
black shoes.  Girls: remember nude-col-
ored hose and black shoes.  Chorus stu-
dents should report for vocal warm-ups at 
6:15 p.m., and the band students should 
report at 6:30 p.m.  Chorus students who 
are involved in bands should get dressed 
into their band uniform at 6:00 p.m.   This 
concert is open to the public, and there is 
no admission charge.  

CGD MIDDLE SCHOOL CONCERT SET 
FOR FEB 25

The Clarion-Goldfield-Dows Middle 
School Music Department will present 
their concert on Tuesday, February 25th 
at 7:00 p.m. in the CGDHS gym.  Fea-
tured groups are the 5th/6th grade honor 
choir, 6th grade chorus, 6th grade band, 
middle school select choir, middle school 
jazz band, 7th/8th grade chorus, and the 
7th/8th grade concert band.  All students 
are reminded to wear dress clothes for the 
concert.  

(NO t-shirts and jeans, please.)  All middle 

school students involved in the concert 
should be at the high school at 6:30 p.m. 
for vocal warm-ups and tuning of instru-
ments.  This concert is open to the public, 
and there is no admission charge.

5TH/6TH GRADE HONOR CHOIR SET 
FOR FEB. 27

On Tuesday, January 14th, Denis Green-
field and David Ackerman plan to begin 
rehearsals for the 5th/6th grade honor 
choir.  Eight students from 5th grade and 
eight students from 6th grade are select-
ed for this choir.  As for the 5th grade, 
Mr. Greenfield will hold auditions for the 
5th grade while Mr. Ackerman will select 
eight 6th grade students from his middle 
school select choir.  Rehearsals will be EV-
ERY Tuesday and Thursday from 3:30-5:00 
p.m.  

The North Central District Honor Choir 
concert is scheduled for Thursday, Febru-
ary 27th  at 7:00 p.m. in the Performing 
Arts Center in Algona.  Please notice the 
new site for the concert.  Approximately 
300 students from north central Iowa will 
participate in this honor choir.  ALL TICK-
ETS WILL NEED TO BE PURCHASED  
ONLINE IN ADVANCE.  Further informa-
tion about ordering tickets will be distrib-
uted to the participating honor choir stu-
dents directly.  
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HOLIDAY HUSTLE AND  
BUSTLE

By: Haylee Fishburn

December through the CGD 
High School was full of many 
activities. From the opener to 
the basketball season to the 
music department’s holiday 
concert, the high school has 
been hustling and bustling 
with many fun-filled activities.

The CGD High School Mu-
sic Department kicked off the 
holiday season with its annual 
holiday concert on December 
2, 2019. Both the band and 
vocal departments worked 
hard to perfect their pieces. 
Directors David Ackerman 
and Kent Wesselink have stat-
ed that they feel like their stu-
dents worked hard and put on 
a great concert. Parents, stu-
dents, staff, and community 
members were in attendance. 
The band played three pieces, 
followed by a flute ensemble 
and a percussion ensemble. 
The choir then sang, wrapping 
up the concert with carols, 
wishing us all a Merry Christ-
mas. 

The girls and boys basketball 
kicked off their season against 
South Hardin on the 3rd. Varsi-
ty Boys started off the season 
with a win of 61-45 and Varsity 
Girls also brought in a win with 
57-29. Great start to the Cow-
boy/Cowgirl season. 

Happenings @ the High School

Boys and Girls Basketball season is off and running!
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Happenings @ the High School
On the 5th CGD Dance Team 
competed at state down in Des 
Moines. The Cowgirls brought 
home many victories. This in-
cludes a Class I Lyrical with 3rd 
place and Class III Jazz, a Divi-
sion I. They danced their hearts 
out. 

The 6th. Boys and Girls Varsity 
basketball played Clear Lake. 
Both fell short of the victory. 
Boys ended with a score of 36-
55 and girls with 27-62.

The wrestling team traveled on 
the 7th to Independence.

The 8th the volleyball girls held 
their banquet, recapping their 
successful season and reflect-
ing on their time at state. Head 
Coach Katrina Terkark made 
sure to recognize all of the girls 
terrific achievements made 
throughout the season. 

Keeping the December month 
busy, the basketball teams trav-
eled to Eagle Grove, on the 
9th, bringing in 2 varsity wins. 
The Cowboys with a 66-34 
score over the Eagles and the 
Cowgirls with a 52-20. 

On the 10th the FFA held its 
monthly meeting. Knute and 
Amanda Severson were spe-
cial guests talking to the group 
about their grass-fed beef farm. 
The students were able to have 
hamburgers made with the meat. 

The 12th brought a home wres-
tling meet against Clear Lake 
and St. Eds.

The 13th brought the season 
home opener for the Cowboy 
and Cowgirl basketball teams 
versus Hampton-Dumont/CAL. 
Cowboys came in victorious 
with a 68-52 over the Bulldogs. 
The Cowgirls fell short of a vic-
tory with a loss of 36-62. Both 

teams fought hard. 

Wrestlers traveled to Apling-
ton-Parkersburg on the 14th. 

Iowa Falls-Alden visited on the 
17th. Cowgirls got a victory of 
57-44 and the boys fell short 
with a 68-72 loss to the Cadets. 

FFA at their monthly meeting, what a group!

Dance Team at competition.
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Happenings @ the High School
The 18th brought the begin-

ning of all of the high school-

ers’ favorite time... SEMESTER 

TESTS! 

School ended on the 20th with 

the Cowboys and Cowgirls 

traveling to Humboldt bring-

ing home a win of 66-61 for the 

boys and 53-42 for the girls. 

The wrestlers traveled to The 

Battle of Waterloo. 

All throughout the high school 

students are enjoying the ac-

tivities. Students, especially 

Seniors, are looking forward to 

what next semester brings. 

Volleyball Girls win big at State!
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LIFE SKILLS IN FORT DODGE

In December the CGDHS Success Center took a field trip to Fort Dodge to get real-life experience in 
a real-life setting. After shopping around, comparing prices and making a final decision, students got 
hands-on practice checking out and handling money. Students also got to enjoy lunch and spend 
time with some old friends. 

Fort Dodge Trip
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DECEMBER ACTS OF  
KINDNESS

December “Acts of Kindness“ chip winners, sponsored by First State Bank of Clarion. Not pictured 
are sophomores Danny and Garret and seniors Paula and Noah. 

Be the Nice Kid


