
Places of Learning?

Schools are supposed to be 
places of learning.  Are they?  Stu-
dents and parents are concerned 
about getting good grades and 
they should, but that isn’t why 
students attend school.  It isn’t 
about the grade, it’s about the 
learning.  We want graduates of 
Clarion-Goldfield-Dows to pos-
sess all the tools necessary to be 
successful after graduation.

All too often, students “cram” 
for tests to get a good grade.  
Once the test is over, students of-
ten don’t value what was in the 
lessons taught and some cases 
would rather forget and never re-
turn.

The district’s mission state-
ment supports the importance of 
learning, “Preparing Students To-
day For Tomorrow”.  This is in part 
why the district is examining tra-
ditional practices that focus more 
on grades than learning.

One such practice is the dis-
trict’s recognition of Valedicto-
rians and Salutatorian at gradu-
ation.  Yes, identifying the exist-
ing practice identifies multiple 
honors that is inclusive of all who 
have perfect 4.0 grade point aver-
ages (GPA).  The Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary defines valedictorian 
as” the student usually having the 
highest rank in a graduating class 
who delivers the valedictory ad-

dress at the commencement ex-
ercises”.  Is it appropriate to have 
five valedictorians?

Earning a perfect 4.0 GPA is 
admirable and should be rec-
ognized.  Being at the top of the 
class scholastically has its advan-
tages including substantial finan-
cial support in the form of schol-
arships and grants, but are all 4.0 
students equal when it comes to 
recognizing “the” most scholasti-
cally gifted?

There are two basic positions 
that allows the district to recog-
nize the best student as valedic-
torian.  The honor can either be 
exclusive or more refined.  Those 
who prescribe to the exclusive 
camp would like to see the grad-
ing system change from a 4.0 to a 
12.0 GPA where pluses and minus 
are factored.  An “A” would still be 
a 4.0, but an “A-“ would be a 3.67.

The other view would keep 
the current grading system, al-
lowing multiple 4.0 GPA students, 
but would refine the honor by 
recognizing varying levels of 
participation in community ser-
vice, student activities, and fac-
tor in the number of courses 
taken on a “pass/fail” basis.  One 
legitimate criticism of limiting 
pass/fail grades would be that it 
doesn’t support the district’s mis-
sion statement.  Taking pass/fail 
classes encourages students to 
take challenging classes to better 

prepare them for college/career 
or experiment with a totally dif-
ferent class that requires using 
different skills.  However, students 
could use pass/fail to preserve 
their GPA as the primary motive.

The School Board is interested 
in what different segments of 
the community believe about 
valedictorian honors.  This will 
be examined by a number of 
stakeholders representing differ-
ent segments of the community, 
including but not limited to stu-
dents, parents, teachers, board 
member, principal, superinten-
dent, employers, and community 
leaders.  The board will consider 
the perspectives of this group and 
consider the appropriate action 
to take.  Whatever the change, it 
would be implemented over time 
with the first group impacted not 
in high school yet.  Whatever the 
decision, it will be made with the 
students’ best interest in mind.

Vocational Offerings

High school isn’t all about col-
lege preparation.  The district 
provides students numerous op-
portunities to take vocational 
classes to help prepare students 
for skilled labor careers.  Some of 
these classes provide dual credit 
for both high school and com-
munity college at no cost to the 
student.  Students are also able to 

COWBOY CHRONICLES September 2018

CLARION-GOLDFIELD-DOWS
Community School District

 From the Desk of  the Sup erintendent 
D r.  Rob er t  O lson



take college Flex-Net classes online.  The list below 
demonstrates that students are provided a wide va-
riety of course offerings to prepare students for the 
future.

Craig Warnke: CAD I, CAD II, CAD III, Small Engines, 
Architectural Drafting, Woods, Engines, Intro to Con-
struction (dual credit), Site Layout (dual credit)

Transportation Technology (dual credit), Residen-
tial Wiring (dual credit), Intro to CAD (dual credit), In-
tro to Auto Body (dual credit)

Angie Charlson: Vocational Agriculture 1, Voca-
tional Agriculture 2, Vocational Agriculture 3, Voca-
tional Agriculture 4, Survey of the Animal Industry 
(dual credit - alternate year), Welding, Advanced 
Welding, Horticulture

Bob EnTin: Intro to Business I, Intro to Business II, 
Financial Accounting (dual credit), Managerial Ac-
counting (dual credit)

At the Vocational Academic (Program) 

Teacher Academy 
Business

Liberal Arts 
Welding 
Machinest 
Health Services 

Flex-Net Options
BUS-102Ol Introduction to Business 3.0
BUS-112OL Business Math 3.0
BUS-121OL Business Communication 3.0
BUS-13OL Introduction to Entrepreneurship 
3.0
BUS-185OL Business Law I 3.0
CRJ-100OL Introduction to Criminal Justice 
3.0
CRJ-110OL Patrol Procedures 3.0
CRJ-120OL Introduction to Corrections 3.0
CRL-141OL Criminal Investigation 3.0
CRL-200OL Criminology 3.0
CRL-201OL Juvenile Delinquency 3.0
CSC-100OL Introduction to Computers 3.0
MGT-101OL Principles of Management 3.0
MKT-110OL Principles of Marketing 3.0
MMS-265OL Mass Communications Law 3.0
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2018-2019 New Hires - Welcome!



 Elementary School News

CGD Elementary Welcomes the Class of 2031

Kindergarten Basics
This is Mrs. Orness’s kindergarten class. On the first 

day, they practiced walking outside and had a great 
time touring and playing on the playground. Welcome 
Kindergarteners!:)



 Elementary School News

Gaga Ball!
The elementary students and staff want to say THANK YOU to Cole Lindaman for choosing to build a gaga 

pit for his Eagle Scout project.  The students love the new addition to the playground!  

Go Go Gaga Ball!
Thanks Cole!



 Elementary School News

Elementary School  
Welcomes THREE New Staff 
Members

The elementary school is welcoming THREE 
new staff members to our building.  We are 
very excited to have them join our team.  They 
each bring a wealth of knowledge, new ideas, 
and excitement for the position.  Please help us 
welcome Anna Zeller, Brookelyn Christians, and 
Jessica Muhlenbruch to our school community.

Miss Zeller recently graduated from the Uni-
versity of Northern Iowa and has joined our 
3-year old preschool and PrepKindergarten 
classroom.  

Mrs. Christians is returning to the area mov-
ing back closer to family as she attended the 
West Hancock Schools.  She graduated from 
Iowa State University and has taught in another 
school district the last two years.  She has joined 
our 1st grade team.

Mrs. Muhlenbruch joins our team as a Para-
educator.  She has an associate degree and is 
returning to school to finish her early childhood 
degree.  She will be working with Kindergarten-
ers in the morning and 3-year old preschoolers 
in the afternoons.

Mrs. Stundahl has made a career move with-
in our school and is joining our 1st grade team 
replacing Mrs. Simmons-Bailey.

Miss Lloyd has also made a career move 
within our school and is joining our 5th grade 
team replacing Mrs. Cero.

Welcome everyone to Clarion-Goldfield-
Dows Elementary!!!  You are an important part 
of our team!!!

Brookelyn Christians

Jessica Muhlenbruch

Anna Zeller



Shadows
By Mrs. Jensen, 5th grade Science
Pictures by Connie Terry, 5th grade paraeducator

The fifth grade classes are currently trying to find 
the answers to some tough questions:

What causes a shadow?
How can you tell what time of day it is by 
looking at a shadow?
How do shadows change throughout the 
day?

Check out these 5th grade scientists at work trying 
to find the answers to the questions !
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 Elementary School News - Back-To-School

Back to School Conferences at the Elementary

Thank you to all the students and families that attended our Back to School Conferences this year.  We suc-
cessfully scheduled and held 1-on-1 conferences for families in order to provide more personalized attention 
for the third year in a row.  We have heard so many positive comments from families and the feeling is definitely 
mutual with the school staff.  Thank you for helping us start the year off with such a successful event!!!  

Thank you also to everyone that attended!!  We are looking forward to a very successful year working  
together!!!
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What’s Up in the Art Room
by Kaira Downing

Welcome back everyone! I am excited to continue on this journey with CGD! This will be my 5th year 
here. Thank you so much to all the praise and support I have received. I am truly blessed to have a job that 
I love in a community who is so supportive. 

To start off this year I have a couple group projects in the works. Knd-2nd grade are doing “ The Dot” 
project. We read the story “The Dot,” by Peter H. Reynolds. It is a great way to start off the year because it 
encourages students to try their best. Art is all about creating something that doesn’t exist so you are truly 
leaving your mark on the world. I told them that I want their experience in my room to be fun so I just ask 
that they try their best so they can be proud of what they can create.  Each student got a piece of paper and 
created their dots. They did a great job and I will be hanging them up around the school so they already 
have left their mark on the school! 
        3rd -5th grade did something a little different. Again we talked about how important it is to be themselves!  
 
“ Be yourself because there are plenty of everyone else in the world.” 

Each student was asked to create a black and white self portrait. It could be silly or realistic. Their style. 
Time was limited but they pulled through. Each one of them cut their creations out so I could glue them 
together for a fun display. I always like to get something of theirs’ up so they can make that connection to 
the school right away. Its not quite finished yet but it is turning out beautiful!

7th grade started the year off with reviewing perspective. Last year they created landscapes using 1 
point perspective and this year they are focusing on 2 pt perspective. This is a great lesson because it has 
several elements of art they are reviewing: Space, Line, Value, Color. Their goal by using 2 point perspective 
is to create a 3D image on a 2D surface. They are not finished but here are a few images of their progress 
so far.
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 High School News

Business classes at CGDHS 

 

 

 

Pictured above are students in the CGDHS/ICCC Early Bird Financial Accounting 

class taught by Mr. EnTin.  Here the students are working on the problem 

displayed on the tv screen which is the same as appears on their laptop 

computer. Students at CGDHS may enroll in dual credit (high school and college) 

called Early Bird courses.  In the Business department the early bird classes 

taught by Mr. EnTin are Financial Accounting and Managerial Accounting.  

Mr. EnTin has an MBA degree with a concentration in Accounting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above the students in the GCDHS Introduction to Business class  are working as 

a group to organize a partnership. The goal of the partnership is to raise funds to 

donate to a community charity.  

 

 

 

 

Pictured above are students in the CGDHS/ICCC Early Bird Financial Accounting class taught by Mr. EnTin.  
Here the students are working on the problem displayed on the tv screen which is the same as appears on 
their laptop computer. Students at CGDHS may enroll in dual credit (high school and college) called Early Bird 
courses.  In the Business department the early bird classes taught by Mr. EnTin are Financial Accounting and 
Managerial Accounting.  Mr. EnTin has an MBA degree with a concentration in Accounting. 

Above the students in the GCDHS Introduction to Business class  are working as a group to organize a part-
nership.  The goal of the partnership is to raise funds to donate to a community charity.



 High School News

IT Club Trip
This past June, the Industrial Tech Club spent 11 days traveling through Scotland, England and France. High-

lights of the trip included Edinburgh Castle, Edinburgh Ghost Tour, The North Sea, Warwick Castle, Oxford Uni-
versity, Shakespeare’s Birthplace, York, Big Ben, Stonehenge, and the Effiel Tower. Students included: Dalton 
Nesheim, Black Jackson, Cole Lindaman, Sam Johnson, Jennifer Lorenzo, Kane Sanchez, Matt Jacobsen, Lau-
ren Odland, Megan Askelsen, Gabby Hackley, Cheyenne Harle, Abby Kraft, and Katie Haberman. Chaperones 
included: Lynne Odland, Laura (Terhark) Odland, Erica Lindaman, Austin Warnke and Allison Warnke.



 High School News

HS Teacher Orientation
During teacher orientation, Mrs. Sheila Hudson, the new principal at the high school, held her audience 

spellbound. The staff enjoyed gathering in Heather Walker’s newly decorated art room where the walls re-
mind students that they are there to do artwork, not art-easy. Exciting things are happening at CGDHS!



C l a r i o n - G o l d f i e l d - D o w s  H i g h  S c h o o l  

On August 23rd students were welcomed back at the high school. Some for the first time and others for 
their final year. Many opportunities await but one thing is for sure - it is going to be a great year.  
 
High school is a time for transformations. I have been thinking about this a lot as I start my 4th year 
teaching and my first group of Freshmen are now Seniors. Over the summer many transformations took 
place at the high school with the hard work of Jon Bakker and the custodial and summer crew.  
 
Teachers often customize their classroom to show their unique philosophies of education, others like to 
give their rooms a little personal touch, and some strive to improve the functionality of their space.  Over 
the last few weeks of summer teachers at the high school worked to transform their spaces. One after 
noon after school I went room to room and asked teachers if I could take photos of something they 
changed or would like to showcase this year. I hope you enjoy the transformations and the hard work of 
everyone involved! Happy 2018-2019 school year! Go Cowboys! - Mrs. Walker - (HS ART) 

 Mrs. Morrical (HS English) - Requested her 
room be painted over the summer; she chose 
a warm red color and dark brown. I think it 
gives her room a coffee shop feel. She also 
has added a unique reading area in case 
students want to to take a turn out of 
traditional desk seating.



C l a r i o n - G o l d f i e l d - D o w s  H i g h  S c h o o l  

 Pictured above Mrs. Charlson (HS AG) promotes the 
importance of Agriculture and FFA through a 
variety of pictures and posters about future careers 
and plans.  
 
Pictured to the left Mrs. Staples (HS P.E.) encourages 
students to be amazing with her health room 
bulletin board.  
 
 

Pictured to the right Mrs. Hamski (HS 
Science) welcomed the addition of a brand 
new periodic table to her classroom.  
 
 



C l a r i o n - G o l d f i e l d - D o w s  H i g h  S c h o o l  

Pictured above is one of the new faucets installed in 
the Family & Consumer Sciences (Mrs. Leist) 
classroom kitchens this summer!  In addition, 
students at CGDHS are able to practice their cooking 
skills each year in Mrs. Leist's classes with new 
appliances provided through a purchasing 
agreement between CGD and Urness Hardware. 
 Thank you to this local business for working with 
our district to be able to provide our students with 
this opportunity. 
 
 
 

Pictured above and to the right - Mr. 
Wesselink (HS Band) welcomed a new lift 
and raised floor to the band room as well as 
new shelving units to hold instruments and 
equipment!  
 
 



C l a r i o n - G o l d f i e l d - D o w s  H i g h  S c h o o l  

Picture to the left are students in the 
CGDHS/ICCC Early Bird Financial 
Accounting class taught by Mr. EnTin. 
 Here the students are working on the 
problem displayed on the tv screen which 
is the same as appears on their laptop 
computer. Students at CGDHS may enroll 
in dual credit (high school and college) 
called Early Bird courses.  In the 
Business department the early bird 
classes taught by Mr. EnTin are 
Financial Accounting and Managerial 
Accounting.  Mr. EnTin has an MBA 
degree with a concentration in 
Accounting.   
 
 
 

Above the students in the GCDHS Introduction to Business class  are working as a group to 
organize a partnership.  The goal of the partnership is to raise funds to donate to a community 
charity. 
 



C l a r i o n - G o l d f i e l d - D o w s  H i g h  S c h o o l  

 Pictured directly above Mrs. Yackle (HS English) 
requested a blue accent wall and light gray 
surrounding walls which give her room a nice calm 
feeling. The tables also facilitate group work and 
collaboration! 
 
Pictured to the left and above Mrs. Warnke (HS 
Math) highlights people who persevered through 
failure and her room was also painted a light gray. 
 
 

Pictured  to the right and continued on to 
the next page highlight changes to Mrs. 
Schaben's room (HS Special Education). 
She has currently rearranged her room to 
help her students with life skills. Many 
Clarion businesses are represented! 
 
 



C l a r i o n - G o l d f i e l d - D o w s  H i g h  S c h o o l  

On August 23rd students were welcomed back at the high school. Some for the first time and others for 
their final year. Many opportunities await but one thing is for sure - it is going to be a great year.  
 
High school is a time for transformations. I have been thinking about this a lot as I start my 4th year 
teaching and my first group of Freshmen are now Seniors. Over the summer many transformations took 
place at the high school with the hard work of Jon Bakker and the custodial and summer crew.  
 
Teachers often customize their classroom to show their unique philosophies of education, others like to 
give their rooms a little personal touch, and some strive to improve the functionality of their space.  Over 
the last few weeks of summer teachers at the high school worked to transform their spaces. One after 
noon after school I went room to room and asked teachers if I could take photos of something they 
changed or would like to showcase this year. I hope you enjoy the transformations and the hard work of 
everyone involved! Happy 2018-2019 school year! Go Cowboys! - Mrs. Walker - (HS ART) 

 Mrs. Morrical (HS English) - Requested her 
room be painted over the summer; she chose 
a warm red color and dark brown. I think it 
gives her room a coffee shop feel. She also 
has added a unique reading area in case 
students want to to take a turn out of 
traditional desk seating.



C l a r i o n - G o l d f i e l d - D o w s  H i g h  S c h o o l  

Pictured above and the top left corner showcases Ms. 
Anderson's (HS Spanish) classroom which is a 
festive orange color complete with many authentic 
artifacts from Mexico and other countries. Her desk 
is a colorful fiesta!  
 
Pictured to the left and below are the changes to 
Mrs. Walker's (HS Art) room. A dark blue gray was 
chosen and bright green for a little pizzazz. I painted 
a mural frame for my projector screen. Behind my 
desk is my student art gallery and favorite quote... 
"Artwork not Arteasy."  
 



C l a r i o n - G o l d f i e l d - D o w s  H i g h  S c h o o l  

Pictured above and the top left corner 
showcases Mrs. Walker's chalkboard wall for 
expectations and inspiring quotes. Above are 
framed abstract watercolor paintings - I can 
statements are written on the glass with expo 
markers.  
 
The pottery room also was painted with a 
purple accent wall and blue color.  
 

Last, but certainly not least, the office of 
the new HS Principal Hudson. Which 
displays her love of reading, plants, 
painting and her father's warm up uniform 
from when he attended Clarion.  
 
We hope you enjoyed this glimpse of the 
changes at the high school. 
We are so excited for the year to come!  
 


