
Schools Teacher Shortage Areas

Why is it important to know what teaching ar-
eas are in short supply?  The most obvious answer 
is knowing the job market and the likelihood of em-
ployment.  The other is financial.  Teachers teaching 
in shortage areas and/or high poverty schools are 
able to have school loans forgiven, partially or totally. 
The maximum forgiveness amount is either $17,500 
or $5,000, depending on the subject area taught. If 
you have eligible loans under both the Direct Loan 
Program and the FFEL Program, $17,500 or $5,000 is 
a combined maximum forgiveness amount for both 
programs.

You may receive up to $17,500 in loan forgiveness 
if you were:

•	 a highly qualified full-time mathematics or sci-
ence teacher who taught students at the second-
ary school level; or

•	 a highly qualified special education teacher (at 
either the elementary or secondary level) whose 
primary responsibility was to provide special 
education to children with disabilities, and you 
taught children with disabilities that correspond-
ed to your area of special education training and 
demonstrated knowledge and teaching skills 
in the content areas of the curriculum that you 
taught.

If you didn’t teach mathematics, science, or spe-
cial education, you may receive up to $5,000 in loan 
forgiveness if you were a highly qualified full-time el-
ementary or secondary education teacher.

All three schools, elementary, middle, and high 
schools in the Clarion-Goldfield-Dows Community 

School District are designated a qualifying low-in-
come school as identified by the U.S. Department of 
Education for 2017-2018.  Data for 2018-2019 isn’t 
available at this time.

Iowa teacher shortage areas are designated an-
nually by the Iowa Department of Education.  Data 
used to calculate the shortages include the numbers 
of Class C and Class B licenses issued, the number 
and frequency of job postings on TeachIowa.gov 
(the statewide teacher recruitment website), and the 
number of projected graduates in each teaching dis-
cipline.

Teachers in shortage areas may be eligible for col-
lege student forgivable loans through both state and 
federal programs. Information regarding application 
for forgivable loans is available at the Iowa College 
Student Aid Commission website (https://www.io-
wacollegeaid.gov/).

2018-2019 Iowa Teacher Shortage Areas

Special Education:

•	 Early Childhood Special Education Pre-Kinder-
garten – Kindergarten

•	 Pre K-Grade 3 Regular/Special Education (serving 
in Special Education or in Early Childhood inclu-
sive classrooms only)

•	 Instructional Strategist I Mild/Moderate

•	 Instructional Strategist II Behavior Disorder/
Learning Disabilities 

•	 Instructional Strategist II Mental Disabilities

•	 Instructional Strategist II Physical Disabilities

•	 Hearing Impaired Birth to 21

•	 Visually Impaired Birth to 21
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General Education:
All Science (5-12)

Industrial Technology (5-12)

Basic Science (5-12)

Agriculture (5-12)

Teacher Librarian (K-8, 5-12 & K-12)

English as a Second Language (K-12)

Family and Consumer Sciences (5-12)

Foreign Language (all)

Professional School Counselor (K-8 & 5-12)

Talented & Gifted (K-12)

Physics (5-12)

For more information concerning teacher shortage 
areas, contact Larrry Bice at the Iowa Department 
of Education.  His phone number is 515-725-0101 or 
email larry.pice@iowa.gov.
Information for this article was provided by the Iowa 
Department of Education at (https://educateiowa.
gov/teacher-shortage-areas) and StudentLoans.gov.

Growing our own

Clarion-Goldfield-Dows CSD is a member of the 
Vocational Academy operated by Iowa Central Com-
munity College, located in Eagle Grove.  Other mem-
ber schools include Eagle Grove, Fort Dodge, Hum-
boldt, NE Hamilton, and Webster City.  The campus is 

located on the former National Guard Armory facility.  
There has been a great deal of renovations to the fa-
cilities to convert it into a quality educational site.

In addition to the vocational offerings designed 
to train students for skilled trades, the academy also 
provides preliminary coursework for teacher educa-
tion.  Teacher shortages are significant, especially in 
rural Iowa.  All the consortium schools recognize the 
need to grow their own teachers in this environment.  
To take full advantage of this program and the teach-
ers it helps develop, students have to be encouraged 
to attend the academy.  The advantage of growing 
your own teachers is being able to identify strong 
high school students who have the potential of be-
ing excellent teachers.

What are attributes of a potentially strong teacher 
candidate?  Patience, compassion, integrity, com-
munication skills and a love for learning are strong 
indicators.  It is also good to see students who are in-
volved in a number of activities where it is important 
to be a part of something bigger than they are and 
work with others to accomplish goals.  Being an ed-
ucator isn’t easy, but it is rewarding.  Students keep 
teachers young and the relationships are special.  
When individuals identify the top four or five people 
in their lives who were the most influential, inevi-
tably one or two are teachers.  For those interested 
in making a difference in the lives of young people, 
next to ministry, teaching is an excellent, honorable 
career choice.
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HAPPY HALLOWEEN!
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PUbliCiTy TeAM 
2018-2019

By Mrs. Jensen

The following students applied and were accepted to the 2018 -2019 publicity team. The publicity team 
helps photograph and document the amazing things were are doing at CGD Elementary. 

Congratulations to Matheu Solis, Kali Schermer, Madison Hively, Emily Sandoval, Rebecca Nebbe, Silas 
Lantzky (back row left to right) and Savana Savov, Aleena Schaffer, Angelita Camey-Lopez, and Ciklaly (Ruby) 
Gomez Hernandez (front row left to right).

Mrs. Jensen and Mrs. Sido are so excited to have you on board!
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Students have been working very busily in the 
music room this year.  The 5th grade students have 
been learning how to sing music using solfege sym-
bols.  Soon, they will begin working on Christmas 
music using this technique to improve their part rec-
ognition and note retention.

What’s that noise?  Oh, it’s the 4th grade students 
learning to play recorders.  The students have been 
learning to read music using recorders.  The kids 
have worked very hard with their instruments and 
are really coming along.  Our goal is to have a record-
er song to play at the Spring Concert.

The younger students in music class are work-
ing on key concepts such as steady beat, rhythms, 
melody, and ear training.  These are all skills that they 
will use as they progress though their music educa-
tion.  The students have worked hard and are mak-
ing progress.  Soon, we will be starting our Christmas 
Concert music.

We had twelve 5th and 6th grade students audi-
tion for the Iowa OPUS honor choir.  They prepared 
for the audition by practicing singing scales, My 
Country Tis of Thee, and a small portion of a dif-
ficult piece of music.  The students then recorded 
their voices individually to send to a judge that will 
determine who makes the choir.  Students who au-
ditioned were (pictured below) Jocelyn Alderson, 
MaKayla Beisel, Ruby Coldiron, Christopher Green-
field, Natalie Greving, Madison Ingebritson, Kennedy 
Jackson, Gabrielle Oppman, Olivia Portillo, Abigail 
Samson, Teagan Webb, and Kassidi Withers.  Please 
congratulate these students for going beyond what 
is expected in class!

elementary 
Music news!



The Science experiments
5th Grade 
 by Mrs. Jensen

The 5th grade students have just finished up 
presenting their first science experiment of the 
year. The students are given the opportunity to 
choose their own experiment, write a hypoth-
esis about what will happen, write the steps 
required to  present the experiment and then 
do it for the class. The final step is to reflect on 
what you learned from your experiment.

Watch these scientists at work!!
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Solar energy
5th Grade Science
by Mrs. Jensen

The 5th grade science students 
started their year with the solar 
energy unit. The students learned 
about many aspects of solar energy 
and then got to share their learning 
experience in either a slideshow, 
create a solar cooker, or make a 
poster. 

Check out these great projects 
showcasing their solar learning ex-
perience!
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Caterpillar/butterfly Project Study Fun in 
Mrs. Carpenter’s Preschool Classroom

Students in Mrs. Carpenter’s  4 year old Preschool 
classes are doing a study on caterpillars and butter-
flies.  We have been watching and observing a mon-
arch caterpillar and some swallow-tailed caterpillars 
in our classroom. The caterpillars have made chrysalis’ 
and the monarch caterpillar came out and we had a 
pretty butterfly.  The students have drawn a picture 
of a caterpillar and are looking at books about cater-
pillars and butterflies.  We made a web of what the 
students knew about caterpillars/butterflies and then 
made a list of questions that the students had.  Jake 
Schaben came into the classroom and talked to the 
students about caterpillar/butterflies and explained 
how you can tag butterflies too. Jake then took the 
students out to the middle school outdoor classroom 
and we saw some monarch butterflies and learned 
about some plants they like to eat such as a milkweed.  
Jake tagged our monarch butterfly and then we set it 
free. We are still waiting for our swallow tailed butter-
flies to come out.  Thank-you Jake for coming to our 
classroom.
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Butterfly
Fly Away Home
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Hey There Beautiful

Caterpillar/butterfly Project Study Fun in  
Mrs. Kreitlow’s Preschool Classroom
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nCibA MiDDle SChool honor bAnD
 Middle School news

Three students from the CGD Middle School Band have been selected to perform in the 2018-19 North 
Central Iowa Bandmasters Association (NCIBA) Middle School Honor Band.  The Honor Band Festival will be 
on Saturday, November 10 in Mason City.  Students from all over North Central Iowa will gather to rehearse 
during the day, and will present a concert late Saturday afternoon.  

More information is available on the CGD MS Band website.  http://cgdmsband.weebly.com/

Students representing CGD are:  (from left to right)

Clarissa Hasty…Alto Saxophone…Daughter of Scott & Dina Hasty of Kanawha.

MacKenna Hasty…Clarinet…Daughter of Scott & Dina Hasty of Kanawha.

Owen Coldiron…Trumpet…Son of Scott & Deb Coldiron of Clarion.

Congratulations!  Mr. Tom Klaver



Peer helPerS SerViCe AwArD wAll
A new wall graphic, compliments of Sports Graph-

ics, has been added to the halls at CGDMS this school 
year.  Eighth grade Peer Helpers are in charge of writ-
ing a contract each year that defines the minimum 
requirements needed to complete the Peer Helper 
contract and, consequently, attend Valleyfair in June.

Many Peer Helpers enjoy serving others and want 
to go over and above the minimum requirement so 
another section was added to the Peer Helper con-
tract a couple of years ago.  Students can now earn 
one of four additional recognition certificates:

“Constant Contributor Award” -15 hours/ 6 events

“Making a Difference Award”   - 20 hours/ 7 events

“Leading by Example Award”   -30 hours/ 8 events

“World Changer Award”            -50 hours/ 10 events

Hagies and First State Bank and Town and Coun-
try Insurance honor these students at the end of the 
school year.

The new mural, designed in a “puzzle piece” design 
honors those Peer Helpers that have worked over 
100 hours in one school year. Names that have been 
added so far are: Ashtyn DeCoster, Paige German and 
Delia Swanson.   The wall not only honors those who 
have done so much to help others. It is there to in-
spire “new” Peer Helpers to go even further in their 
service to others.
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8Th GrADe ViSiTS DMACC & iSU
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notes from the Middle School 
and high School Music Department

By David Ackerman and Tom Klaver

hS Variety Show Audi-
tions Set for oct. 15 & 16

Auditions for the HS va-
riety show entitled ‘The 
Greatest Show” are sched-
uled for Monday, Oct. 15 
and Tuesday, Oct. 16 in the 
HS vocal music room at 
6:30 p.m.  Any high school 
student who is currently 
enrolled in HS Chorus may 
audition for the show.  

CGDhS Vocal Music De-
partment Variety Show 
Set for nov. 2 & 3

The CGD High School va-
riety show is entitled “The 
Greatest Show.”   The high 
school chorus students are 
excited about the variety 
show because it gives them 
a chance to pick out a song, 
audition for the show, and 
showcase their talents on 
stage.  Some of the songs 
that the 46-member cho-
rus are rehearsing for the 
show are “The Greatest 
Show,” “Phantom of the 
Opera,” “Carry on My Way-
ward Son,” and “Girl Power,” 

a medley including “This 
Girl is on Fire,” “Fight Song,” 
and “Roar.”   

The rest of the show is 
comprised of solos, duets, 
small groups, and instru-
mental solos.    “We have a 
bunch of talent at the high 
school, and the students 
are excited about putting 
this show together.  We 
have students audition-
ing from each grade at the 
high school.  It is competi-
tive, but it also teaches the 
students responsibility and 
time management skills,” 
commented David Acker-
man, vocal music instruc-
tor.

The “Greatest Show” va-
riety show will take place 
Friday, Nov. 2nd and Satur-
day, Nov. 3rd at 7:00 p.m. in 
the CGD High School Gym-
nasium.  Admission is $6 for 
adults and $4 for students.  
Passes may not be used for 
this event.  The CGD Mu-
sic Boosters plan to serve 
refreshments during the 

intermission.  Please mark 
this date on your calendars 
now so you can attend this 
year’s show.  Come out and 
support our high school 
students as they plan to 
put on a great show!!!

All-STATe AUDiTionS 
(oct. 20)

On Saturday, Octo-
ber 20th, two CGDS high 
school vocal students audi-
tion for the All-State Cho-
rus in Hampton:  Katherine 
Soenen and Clinton Miller.  
These students have been 
rehearsing several morn-
ings before school with 
Mr. Ackerman.  However, 
All-State is an independent 
process, which means the 
students need to rehearse 
on their own.  He/she can-
not rely on the group re-
hearsals to be prepared.  
All students who attended 
Wartburg’s All-State camp 
should have a rehearsal CD 
that they need to rehearse 
with on a daily basis.  Each 
All-State audition lasts 7 
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minutes, and the students 
have 7 songs they need to 
learn.  The audition cuts 
will be posted on Saturday 
morning, October 20th, 
and auditions begin at 9:00 
a.m.  Good luck to both of 
these students!

norTh CenTrAl DiS-
TriCT honor Choir 
(nov. 12)

On Monday, Nov. 12th, 
the North Central District of 
Iowa will host a very large 
honor choir for students 
in grades 7-12.  Approxi-
mately 800 vocal students 
from north central Iowa will 
participate in this awesome 
vocal music opportunity.  

This concert includes four 
honor choirs: 7th/8th grade 
girls’: 7th/8th grade boys’: 
9th/10th grade mixed, and 
high school students who 
plan to audition for the All-
State Chorus on October 
20th.  Mr. Ackerman will 
be discussing these honor 
choirs during class, and 
any 7th-12th grade stu-
dent (currently enrolled in 
chorus) may participate in 
these honor choirs.  

Each 7th/8th grade hon-
or choir has a limit of 8 stu-
dents from each school.  

The 9th/10th grade 
mixed choir and the All-
State choir DO NOT have a 
limit for students.  

Rehearsals for 7th/8th 
grade choir will begin 2-3 
weeks before Monday, Nov. 
12 (3:30-5:00 p.m.)

Rehearsals for 9th/10th 
grade choir will begin 2-3 
weeks before Monday, Nov. 
12 (7:30-8:15 a.m.)

notes from the Middle School 
and high School Music Department

By David Ackerman and Tom Klaver
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hiGh SChool ellS enJoy SChool ACTiViTieS
CGDHS English Language Learners are enjoying an activity filled fall.  The high school ELLs had a fiesta at 

Pizza Ranch in September.  Students enjoyed lots of food and fun games.  Homecoming week was a first for 
the newcomer ELL students.  Many of the students participated in the dress up days and attended activities. 
There are approximately 20 high school ELL students, two paraeducators (Berta Alberts & Miriam Meinke), and 
one teacher (Megan Fiscus).  
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 high School news

hiGh SChool helPS AT The TheATer
Clarion-Goldfield-Dows High School principal and staff help serve movie goers, Tuesday, Sept. 25, 2018 at 

the homecoming movie event held at the Clarion Theater. This year’s homecoming theme was “There’s No 
Place Like Homecoming.”  The free movie went along with the various days held at the high school during the 
week.  Monday was Munchkin Land day; Tuesday was Tornado Tuesday; Wednesday was dress like your future 
career; Thursday was color day; and Friday was spirit day.

English teacher Mrs. Yackle making popcorn while 
Special Education teacher Mrs. EnTin serves the mov-
iegoers.

Para Berta Alberts helps Mrs EnTin server customers. Principal Mrs. Hudson talks with movie manager 
while helping with moviegoers.

Business Education and Alternative school teacher 
Mr. EnTin helps serve pop to moviegoers.
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FFA KiCKinG oFF oUr 
2018/2019 SeASon!

The CGD FFA kicked off their year with a chapter meeting and a visit from our FFA state officer team. They 
went through a series of activities of working together, and enjoyed some fun games. We were excited and 
thankful to have our state officers visit our local chapter. If you are interested in joining the FFA contact Mrs 
Charlson at acharlson@clargold.org. Look for our upcoming fruit sales in October!
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FFA DiSTriCT CoMPeTiTionS & eVenTS
The CGD FFA chapter members traveled to the District soils competition and District greenhand event. 

Members work through the evaluation of four pits and a written exam, our designated team placed 13th over-
all in the district. Freshman and first-year members attended Greenhand Fire Up, they participate in different 
workshops getting to know other people, learning about the FFA and activities they can participate in through 
the FFA.



ThAnK yoU For helPinG wiTh 
ConCeSSionS FirST CiTiZenS bAnK!
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HAPPY
HALLOWEEN!


