
The Here & Now
Technology is a wonderful fa-

cilitator of work.  It wasn’t that 
long ago that keyboarding was 
known as typing and the IBM 
Selectric typewriter was the cool-
est inventions because it had built 
in correction tape that would 
stamp a white correction film 
over the exact error letter.  There 
are few terms that continue to be 
used today even though they are 
obviously outdated and inaccu-
rate.  People still talk about dial-
ing a phone number when rotary 
dials have long been replaced by 
virtual keypads on iPhone and 
Android displays.

There are inherent dangers 
with technology too.  A future ar-
ticle will address how evil people 
prey on unsuspecting people 
both young and old.  We are for-
tunate our community has lo-
cal sheriffs and police who take 
these threats very seriously and 
actively observe what is going on 
to protect us.  Cyber solicitations 
are very dangerous.  Hopefully a 
future article can be written as a 
collaborative effort between the 
district and law enforcement.

So, what is this article all 
about?  It is how the “Here & Now” 
eventually becomes the “There & 
Then”.  The activities and actions 
of youth can impact opportuni-
ties as adults.  Whether people 

believe Dr. Christine Blasey-Ford’s 
accusations of abuse committed 
by Justice Brett Kavanaugh or not, 
the setting of this encounter was 
in high school.  This was before 
pictures and videos could be tak-
en with cellular phones and then 
uploaded (with or without per-
mission) on FaceBook and other 
social media platforms where 
youth seem willing to share any-
thing with very few filters.  Even 
though posts can be removed by 
the owner, whatever is copied by 
others remains a potential liabil-
ity.

The district’s mission state-
ment is “Preparing Students To-
day for Tomorrow”.  We expose 
our students to curriculum and 
experiences that is considered es-
sential to future success.  Despite 
all the work done by students in 
this learning environment and 
the academic accomplishments 
students achieve, all of this can 
be discounted by students who 
share too much on social media.  
Employers take social media posts 
seriously.  If something inappro-
priate is shared by a young adult, 
it can impact hiring decisions in 
the future.

I had a humorous story shared 
with me that somewhat illustrates 
this situation.  I know a Nurse 
Anesthetist who took his BMW 
in for routine service.  When he 

picked up his vehicle, it was a 
huge bill that included work that 
he didn’t authorize to be done.  
When he protested, the mechanic 
told him, “If you can afford a BMW 
you can afford it.  Pay the bill.”  
Later my friend was preparing a 
patient for surgery and realized it 
was the BMW mechanic.  He took 
the opportunity seconds before 
administering the anesthetic to 
pull down his surgical mask to 
ask the mechanic, “Remember 
me?  Goodnight.” Obviously, the 
patient’s care was never in jeop-
ardy, but the mechanic’s reaction 
helped compensate my friend for 
the unfair billing practice.

That is a humorous story, but 
what does that have to do with 
social media?  The actions today 
impact decisions in the future.  
Human Resource Directors in-
creasingly ask for candidates for 
passwords for personal social me-
dia accounts to view activity.  Un-
like Vegas, what happens on so-
cial media stays on social media.

Social media has its benefits, 
but there is a danger of posts im-
pacting future education and em-
ployment opportunities.  What 
seems clever and cute today is 
inappropriate and damaging in 
the eyes of decision makers in the 
future.  Use social media with the 
necessary filters, take pause and 
think before you post.

Cowboy CHroNiCles November 2018

ClarioN-Goldfield-dows
Community school district

 from the desk of  the sup erintendent 
d r.  rob er t  o lson
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iowa HealTHiesT 
sTaTe walK!

On October 3, CGD Elementary students once  again 
participated in the annual Iowa Healthiest State Walk.  
The walk is in a initiative to promote health, activity 
and well being in all Iowans as well as to make Iowa the 
healthiest state in the US.  Over 800 walks happened on 
that day in Iowa.  Our students walked a route in town 
with their grade level group and finished at the track 
for walking, music and fun with their friends.  Thanks 
to all that participated and helping us make Iowa the 
Healthiest State!   --Mr. Berning
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Healthiest
state

walk for your 
Health!
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MarK yoUr CaleNdars! 
The elementary winter  
Concerts are Coming  

The elementary Winter Concerts are 
nearly here.  The students have been 
working hard preparing their music.  
They are excited to present and have 
been having a blast singing.  The K-2 con-
cert will be on Tuesday, December 11th 
while the 3-5 concert will be Thursday, 
December 13th.  Students in the partici-
pating grades are required to attend and 
perform at their respective concert.  Each 
concert will happen twice with a 1 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. start time.  Please let grand-
parents know of the earlier time.

We also ask that you plan to attend 
the full concert.  In the past we have had 
many people leave the concert early.  
When this happens, it disrupts the flow 
of the concert as the students have a dif-
ficult time getting around the adults to 
get into their places.  Additionally, the 
final group at the concert performs to 
a less than full gym.  The students no-
tice the empty chairs and feel like peo-
ple don’t want to hear what they have 
worked on.  If you do need to leave early 
due to a conflict, please sit near an exit 
so your leaving will be less noticeable.  
Thank you!

welcome everyone to  
Clarion-Goldfield-dows  

elementary!!!  you are an  
important part of our team!!!

Music!
Singing!
Joy!



CGd elementary ell
Second grade students learned about plants in their classrooms and continued the 

study in ELL.  The English learners and teachers reviewed information throughout the 
week before examining corn and soybeans outside. After labeling parts of the plant, 
students made corrections to their previously drawn pictures.  Hands-on experiences 
are important for learning!   Thanks to Raccoon Valley Ag for providing the plants.  
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special olympics
In October, 8 elemen-

tary students participated 
in Special Olympics.  They 
went to Fort Dodge and 
competed in bowling.  They 
had a great time and a lot of 
ribbons were won.  On No-
vember 17th, 3 elementary 
students will be traveling to 
Des Moines to compete at 
the state competition.



Check-out the CGd elementary & Middle school libraries and our readers!
1st Check out the new section of books in Spanish for both libraries! Our non-English reading students can 

keep up on their literacy until learning to read in English!

2nd Check out students using their iPads in the library! Students like Quinton research and also browse their 
online library card catalog. He can easily find his needed book using computers in the library! He even knows 
how to find his Guided Reading Leveled books in the library with a computer.

read!
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3rd Check out Matthew who said, “You 
can learn from both fiction and nonfiction 
books.” He really likes the CGD school li-
brary, and really loves books!

4th Check out the library’s Battle of the 
Books cart, loaded with books for TAG’s el-
ementary and middle school readers! Here 
is one excited reader: Sam!

Our CGD school libraries are constantly 
showing students who love to read! Check 
it out sometime!

Mrs. Joyce Keeling, K-8 Librarian and Teacher

fiCTioN or NoN-fiCTioN?
First graders were recently learning about the difference 

between fiction and non-fiction books.  We were reading 
many non-fiction books about community helpers, especially 
police officers.  To add to all what we were learning from our 
books, Officer Steve TerHark and Officer Brett came to tell us 
about what it is like to be a police officer here in Clarion.  They 
told us about the training police officers need, the equipment 
they use and what they do during the day to keep our com-
munity safe.  Thanks for your time! 

Check it 
out!
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wHeaT To floUr
The first grade students have been growing plants this 

fall including alfalfa, rye grass and wheat. After watching 
our wheat grow, Kay and Kathy from Farm Bureau came 
and milled our wheat into flour. First we had to threash 
the stalks. Then, we sorted out the seeds. Each student 
was able to crank the mill and gird their seeds into flour. 
A special thanks to Sugar Pie Bakery who provided the 
fresh baked wheat bread for us to enjoy.
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flour!
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Together we Can learn More!

by Mrs. Kreitlow

Teaching staff, families, and vol-
unteer fire fighters worked together 
to teach fire safety to our preschool 
students. An interactive vocabulary 
and math lesson was completed by 
families. They counted the number 
of doors, windows, smoke alarms 
and fire extinguishers in their homes. 
Family members reported that the 
children enjoyed completing this ac-
tivity.  In the classroom teachers read 
books to teach about fire safety and 
taught lessons through songs show-
ing what to do if clothing catches 
on fire: Stop, Drop and Roll and the 
number to call in an emergency: 911.  
At the fire station students learned 
from expert fire fighters and fire fight-
ers in training what causes fires and 
how to avoid fires.  They were told 
to never play with lighters, matches 
or candles.  Fire fighter Travis played 
an educational Disney video which 
informed the students of important 
fire safety lessons. He and fire fighter 
in training Tristan dressed in full fire 
fighting gear to show the children 
what they would look like should 
the fire department come to their 
home to put out a fire. He stressed 
the importance of not hiding or be-
ing scared of the fire fighters when 
they come to help them.  Students 
had the opportunity to try on the ac-
tual fire fighting uniforms, shoot wa-
ter out of the fire hose, climb into the 
fire truck and take home gift bags of 
educational fire safety materials in-
cluding fire helmets and Clarion Ju-
nior Fire Fighter Badges. Thank you 
to all of our volunteer fire fighters for 
all that you do to make our commu-
nity a safer place!
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fire
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Preschool fire safety
Students in Mrs. Carpenter’s 4 year old Preschool 

class learned about fire safety.  In class we talked about: 
Stop,Drop,Roll, crawl low under the smoke, don’t play 
with matches and lighters, know 2 ways out of a build-
ing, and if we need help we call 9-1-1.  Students prac-
ticed crawling low and Stop,Drop, and Roll.  We went on 
a field trip to visit the Clarion Fire Station and learned 
about fire safety.  The firefighters showed a short video, 
showed the students the firetrucks, put on their fire-
fighter clothes so the students could see what they 
looked like.  The students had the opportunity to try 
on the firefighters coat and hat.  The student also got 
to squirt the water hose which was fun and exciting.  
The firefighters gave the students a bag with some fun 
items inside. It was a good learning experience for the 
students.  Thank-you to the Clarion Firefighters for let-
ting us come and visit.

By : Mrs.Carpenter and Mrs. Tegtmeyer
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Thank you so Much 
fire department!



Prep-K and 3-year-old Preschool fire safety

Prep-K and 3 year old preschool learned about fire safety! Prep-K walked to the fire station and got to see 
where they park their fire trucks, the equipment in the trucks, and squirt the water out of the hose. They learned 
about having two ways to exit their home in a fire and having a meeting spot. The 3 year olds got a visit from the 
firefighters. The firefighters came to the school and taught them about stop, drop, and roll. They got to sit in the 
fire truck and try on a firefighters coat. 
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Thank you to the Clarion fire de-
partment for their commitment to 
fire safety week.  They sponsored 
a poster contest, came to school for 
lunch with students, handed out 
smoke alarms to 4th & 5th graders, 
participated in a fire drill for the el-
ementary/middle school, welcomed 
4-year old preschool and PrepKin-
dergarten to the fire house, and 
came to school to work with 3-year 
olds.  firemen are here to help us.  
Thank you to all the Clarion Volun-
teer firemen for all their dedication.

Kindergarten – 
1st Place – Gracin Schmeling (Askelsen)
2nd Place – Evan Freybler (Ries)
3rd Place – Adriana Annis (Orness)

1st Grade – 
1st Place – Jackson Keller (Thurn)
2nd Place – Jaxson Sly (Stundahl)
3rd Place – Vivienne Myers (Christians)

2nd Grade – 
1st Place – Eddie Jones (Odland)
2nd Place – Carson Ott (Klaver)
3rd Place – Maxton Downing (Klaver)

3rd Grade – 
1st Place – Hannah Wharton (Lienemman)
2nd Place – Cooper Reiland (Odland)
3rd Place – Bryley McDowell (Odland)

4th Grade – 
1st Place – Blaire Askelsen (Cuellar)
2nd Place – Yaquelin Bobadilla (Sido)
3rd Place – Madison Durham (Cuellar)

5th Grade –
1st Place – Cole Schnittjer (Lloyd)
2nd Place – Ryan Roquet (Jensen)
3rd Place – Samuel Woodley (Thompson)
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Peer HelPer Glow rUN!
Clarion-Goldfield-dows Peer Helper students 
with the help of a parent committee were able to 
provide a fun night for surrounding communities 
on friday, october 26.  an obstacle course and 5K 
glow run/walk along with zumba by Miriam Mein-
ke, drumstick exercise by lisa russell, live music 
by dave stein, and a glow store were part of the 
evenings’ festivities. area businesses and indi-
viduals supported students’ efforts by providing 
monetary donations.  a special thank you to bri-
an state for building the obstacles for our course. 
The glow run committee of Kennedy Trca, Karlee 
lehman, Nash lienemann, Mady Hennigar, lau-
ren Hansch, emma state, alex Greving and lexie 
lane would like to thank everyone for all their 
efforts in making this night a success. Proceeds 
of the night, over $2,400, will be given to the fol-
lowing organizations: local salvation army, feed 
My starving Children, Mary’s Place for the Home-
less, sharing and Caring Hands, Veterans’ Honor 
flight, and Meals from the Heartland.

a special thank you to our parent committee: 
Nikki Conlon, chairman
Trisha barz
Carissa lehman
emily state
Kathy lehman
danielle Hansch
sam Van fleet

Huge thank you to brian state for making obsta-
cles for our course

and special thanks to the boy scouts, especially 
Cole lindaman and owen Tew for putting up our 
glow run tent

and thank you to the following businesses for 
contributing monetarily to our efforts:
Hagies 
bob Cramer 
Hearts and flowers 
Monsanto 
wright Choice Chiropractic 
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Hometown inn 
edward Jones 
Hand r block 
Town and Country insurance 
first Citizens bank 
Holmes Christmas Club 
Muhlenbruch ins. 
dows PTo 
bob Powers 
Urness Hardware
ennis Truck line
United bank and Trust 
Clarion Hotel Group 
Thrifty white Pharmacy 
Centrum farms 
dr. Kelch 
first state bank 
Torkelson Construction-conduit pipe
Psi…donation of printouts

Peer HelPer Glow rUN!
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PEER HELPERS 
TRUNK-OR-TREAT



sPeCial olyMPiCs
On October 11, CGD Special Olympic stu-

dents competed in area bowling. 4 of the com-
petitors were from the high school. Zoey Green 
took home a first place ribbon, Addison Carr 
and Calista Briggs took home second place rib-
bons, and Mercedes De Leon took home a fifth 
place ribbon. Also joining the high school and 
elementary bowlers was Kelsey Hansch who 
also took home a first place ribbon. We are so 
very proud of the way you represented your-
selves and your school! 

Sonia Vinsand
Head Coach

Pictured are Zoey Green (right) and Mer-
cedes DeLeon and Addison Carr (below).
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Great
Job!



Clarion-Goldfield-dows To offer “skip The Trip” iowa dot  
instruction Permit Knowledge Tests 

 Do you have a student who is ready to take the operator knowledge test to get an Iowa in-
struction permit to drive? CGD is now offering the test right here at  the high school as part of 
the Iowa Department of Transportation’s “Skip the Trip” program. 

In partnering with the Iowa DOT, CGD can save families time, cost, and the hassle of making 
a trip to a driver’s license service center for testing. Students will be able to take the web-based 
test in a more familiar environment that works to reduce test anxiety and increase success rates. 
Tests are overseen by trained school staff to assure the integrity of test results. 

CGD will offer testing on week days before or afterschool by appointment. “Skip the Trip” al-
lows students to take their initial test at school or another approved agency as the first step in 
getting your student to be a confident driver. Once a student has successfully passed the test, 
the student will receive an email verifying a successful test. 

The student brings a copy of the email to the driver’s license service center along with the 
other required documentation that will prove their identity to be issued their instruction per-
mit. Service center staff will verify passing test result emails with Iowa DOT records. Visit www.
iowadot.gov/mvd/realid/success.asp to determine what documentation to bring with you to 
receive your student’s permit.  

To prepare for a successful knowledge test, students should study the Iowa Driver’s Manual 
and online practice test, both available at: https://iowadot.gov/mvd/driverslicense/manuals-
and-practice-tests.

Contact: Monty Harker from Clarion-Goldfield-Dows
mharker@clargold.org
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