
RAISING THE BAR

Ever since World War II, parents 
have strived for their children to 
be better off than they are.  That 
is part of the American dream, 
where anyone can succeed with 
hard work and a good education.  
However, during the past decade, 
many claim that a flat economy 
and jobs lost to other countries is 
the “new normal”.  Higher educa-
tion and a degree do not guaran-
tee a good paying job either.  In 
fact, high debt associated with a 
college education can become an 
obstacle to prosperity.  Many col-
lege graduates are not securing 
jobs specific to their majors, and 
parents are now hoping their chil-
dren don’t live in their basements 
after graduation.

Is the American dream gone?  
No.  The economy has changed.

Content knowledge alone 
isn’t helpful in the new economy.  
How content knowledge is ac-
cessed and used is more impor-
tant.  Application of knowledge in 
the world we now live in is more 
about cooperation than competi-
tion.  Yes, competition is still alive 
and well between businesses, but 
within the business, people need 
to be able to work cooperatively 
together.

Higher education is slow to 
change to reflect the needs of this 
new economy.  College entrance 

requirements still value standard-
ized tests like the ACT and SAT 
that use a multiple-choice format.  
Instruction is still largely done by 
lecture while hands-on learning, 
cooperative learning, and work-
ing in teams are limited.  Chal-
lenging conventional thought is 
not only discouraged, it’s often 
punished.

It isn’t sufficient to merely iden-
tify problems.  What can be done 
about them?  Rather than having 
instruction simply “cover the ma-
terial,” the goal is to gain a deeper 
and lasting understanding of con-
cepts that can be applied in a va-
riety of settings.  Respectful chal-
lenging of conventional thought 
using critical thinking needs to 
be cultivated.  Innovation is more 
important than conformity.  Iden-
tification of quality research from 
which to rethink long-held con-
ventional wisdom and make de-
cisions is essential in the process 
of innovation.  Innovation has 
always been important, but now 
more than ever.  The thoughtful 
process of getting the answer is 
as important as the answer itself.

Earlier articles written in this 
publication criticize instruction 
that rewards short-term memory.  
There was a study shared at a high 
school professional development 
session that identified students 
who took an exam and com-
pared student performance on 

the same test three months later.  
On the initial test, students scored 
an average of B+.  Three months 
later, the average grade was an F.  
What good is knowledge learned 
for the purpose of scoring well on 
a test and then forgotten after the 
test is taken?

There are four main levels of 
learning: knowledge, understand-
ing, discernment, and wisdom.  
All are needed and some are more 
valuable than others.  Depending 
on how individuals define these 
terms, knowledge is good and 
understanding is better.  Know-
ing facts isn’t useful until that in-
formation results in knowing how 
to apply concepts.  Discernment 
is used to sort and classify.  This 
is particularly important when 
evaluating information on the 
internet.  Wisdom is the whole 
package.  Arguably the smartest 
person who ever lived is King Sol-
omon.  He was able to understand 
concepts and discern what was 
valuable and what was not.  He 
didn’t demonstrate wisdom later 
in life, but that is another story.

The district is reevaluating 
what is best for our students.  We 
truly desire to live our mission 
statement, “Preparing Students 
Today For Tomorrow.”  To do that, 
we must equip students to think 
critically and understand con-
cepts that transcend merely mak-
ing good grades.
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 CGd School News

wElCoME NEw HIRE!  
NANCy dAVIS 

Nancy Davis just got hired as a cook for CGD,  
welcome Nancy!

fARM BooK doNATIoN 
fRoM fARM BUREAU

The Wright County Iowa Farm Bureau gave these 
books to the CGD library!  Our farming boys sure want-
ed new farm books, and here they came from Farm Bu-
reau!  

A nice gift! Thanks!

In the picture are excited Easton Fiscus and Jake 
Schnittjer.  In fact, they wanted to check out one of the 
books right away!



 Elementary School News

Vfw wRITING CoNTEST wINNERS
Congratulations to our VFW Writing Contest winners!  3rd grade (front row) Eduardo Rivera (1st place), Jack-

son Hunt (2nd place), Tara Berning (3rd place).  4th grade (back row) Renaldo Meza (1st place), Mason Warnke 
(2nd place), J.D. Morrical (3rd place).  Thank you to Imogene Wigg for all her work providing this contest for 
our students.  The 3rd graders wrote about what Memorial Day means to them and the 4th graders wrote 
about what the Star Spangled Banner means to them.  Congratulations to all our students that participated.  
“They were all great essays, it was very hard to judge!” said Imogene.



 Elementary School News

CGd THIRd GRAdERS GIVE BACK
The Clarion-Goldfield-Dows third graders have an ongoing holiday tradition.  Each December the students 

are asked to not exchange gifts with students or teachers but instead donate any spare change to a classroom 
container.  After approximately three weeks, the money is totaled and a donation is made to the Humane 
Society of Wright County.  This connects to the book Winn-Dixie that the third graders read before break.  This 
year’s class raised $297.46!



 Elementary School News

HolIdAy CoNCERTS
I would like to thank all those that came to the Elementary Christmas concerts this year.  The students really 

enjoyed performing their songs for a packed house at both the afternoon and evening performances.  Please 
mark your calendars for the spring concerts.  K-2 is April 30th and 3-5 is May 2nd.
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 Middle School News

PEER  
HElPERS & 

THE HoNoR 
flIGHT

Our Peer Helpers involved in the 
Dows Veteran’s Day program and 
our Annual Glow Run presented a 
check to Julie Reed in the amount 
of $600.  This will sponsor one 
veteran on the next Brushy Creek 
Honor Flight



 Middle School News - Visiting the Care Center
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 Middle School News

8TH GRAdE TAG 
STUdENTS Hold 
“THANK yoU” 
BREAKfAST foR 
THE TEACHERS

On Friday Dec. 21st the eighth 
grade TAG students hosted a 
breakfast for middle school staff. 
They brought multiple foods such 
as casseroles, muffins, drinks, and 
more. Thanks TAG students for a 
wonderful breakfast!

HolIdAy “SToRE” HEld IN THE 8TH GRAdE SUCCESS CENTER

For the second year in a row, Mrs. Fitzgerald turned the 8th Grade Success Center into a holiday “store” be-
fore break. Many students came in and found gifts for parents, grandparents and siblings at no charge. Items 
were donated by many people, but our good friends from Hagie made a special donation of 20 brand new 
gifts for the shop. Thank you Mrs. Fitzgerald and thank you Hagie!   



2018-2019 MIddlE 
SCHool SElECT CHoIR

Mr. Ackerman is pleased to 
announce the middle school 
select choir for the 2018-
2019 school year.  This choir 
rehearses EVERY Monday 
and Thursday morning from 
7:30-8:15 a.m. and is sched-
uled to perform at the March 
and May middle school con-
certs.  

SOPRANOS: Alexis Martin, 
Emma Eekhoff, Madison In-
gebritson, Kennedy Jackson, 
Gabby Oppman, Natalie 
Greving, Makayla Beisel 

ALTOS: 
Payton DeCoster, Nick Sis-
son, Mitchell Ackerman,  
Harley Charlson, 
Kadence Mossman, Christo-
pher Greenfield, Olivia Por-
tillo 

BARITONES: Izaac Watne, 
Ethan Hurt, Joseph Brad-
burn, Liam Whitehead

CGd HIGH SCHool VoCAl 
STUdENTS AT doRIAN 
VoCAl fESTIVAl (lUTHER 
CollEGE)

On Sunday, January 13th 
and Monday, January 14th, 
five CGD High School vocal 
students will participate in 
the Dorian Honor Choir at Lu-
ther College in Decorah, Iowa: 
Jaylynn Eddington (soprano), 
HannahJo Gustafson (alto),  
Huston Johnson (tenor), Nate 
Rapp (bass) and  Clinton Mill-
er (bass). The Dorian honor 
choir is one of the largest in 
the United States, boasting 
1,100 high school vocalists 
from five states. 

The Grand Concert is slat-
ed for Monday, January 14th 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Center 
for Faith and Life.  All tickets 
should have been purchased 
in December.  However, there 
is supposed to be a live feed 
available on the Luther Col-
lege website.  

CGd HIGH SCHool 
VoCAl STUdENTS AT 
MEISTERSINGER HoNoR 
CHoIR (wARTBURG 
CollEGE)

On Sunday, January 20th 
and Monday, January 21st  
five CGD High School vo-
cal students will participate 
in the Meistersinger Honor 
Choir at Wartburg College 
in Waverly, Iowa:  Alondra 
Aragon (soprano), Katherine 
Soenen (soprano), Haylee 
Fishburn (alto), Ryan Watne 
(tenor), and Carter Dietz 
(bass).  For the first time, there 
will be two honor choirs at 
Meistersinger: a treble clef 
choir and a mixed choir.  Dr. 
Lee Nelson, director of choral 
activities at Wartburg, is the 
primary director for Meisters-
inger honor choir.  

The choral works of Ab-
bie Betinis, a 38-year-old 
composer and arranger from 
Saint Paul, Minnesota, will be 
featured during this Meis-
tersinger Honor Choir. Betinis 
chooses meaningful texts to 
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set in a unique, yet accessible 
style.  Betinis is a composer-
in-residence at The Schubert 
Club and an Adjunct Profes-
sor at Concordia University.   
A concert is scheduled for 
Monday, January 21st at 5:00 
p.m. in Neumann Auditorium

5TH/6TH GRAdE HoNoR 
CHoIR

On Tuesday, January 
15thth, Denis Greenfield and 
David Ackerman plan to be-
gin rehearsals for the 5th/6th 
grade honor choir.  Eight 
students from 5th grade 
and eight students from 6th 
grade will be selected for this 
choir.  As for the 5th grade, 
Mr. Greenfield will hold audi-
tions for the 5th grade spots 
in the honor choir Thursday, 
January 10th.  Mr. Ackerman 
will select eight 6th grade 
students from his middle 
school select choir.  Rehears-
als will be EVERY Tuesday and 
Thursday from 3:30-5:00 p.m.  

The North Central District 
Honor Choir concert is sched-
uled for Thursday, February 
21st at 7:00 p.m. in the NIACC 
Auditorium in Mason City.  

Approximately 300 students 
from north central Iowa will 
participate in this honor 
choir.  ALL TICKETS WILL 
NEED TO BE PURCHASED ON-
LINE IN ADVANCE.  Further 
information about ordering 
tickets will be distributed to 
the involved honor choir stu-
dents directly.  

CGd HIGH SCHool  
CoNCERT SET foR fEB. 25

The Clarion-Goldfield-
Dows High School Music De-
partment will present their 
concert on Monday, February 
25th at 7:00 p.m. in the CG-
DHS gym.  Featured groups 
are the high school concert 
band, jazz band, treble clef 
choir, bass clef choir, and the 
high school mixed concert 
choir. The band will wear 
their concert band outfits 
while the choir will wear their 
choir robes.  Boys: remember 
black pants, black socks, and 
black shoes.  Girls: remem-
ber nude-colored hose and 
black shoes.  Chorus stu-
dents should report for vocal 
warm-ups at 6:15 p.m., and 
the band students should 

report at 6:30 p.m.  Chorus 
students who are involved 
in bands should get dressed 
into their band outfit at 6:00 
p.m.   This concert is open to 
the public, and there is no 
admission charge.  

CGd MIddlE SCHool 
CoNCERT SET foR fEB 26

The Clarion-Goldfield-
Dows Middle School Music 
Department will present their 
concert on Tuesday, February 
26th at 7:00 p.m. in the CG-
DHS gym.  Featured groups 
are the 5th/6th grade honor 
choir, 6th grade chorus, 6th 
grade band, middle school 
select choir, middle school 
jazz band, 7th/8th grade cho-
rus, and the 7th/8th grade 
concert band.  All students 
are reminded to wear dress 
clothes for the concert.  (NO 
t-shirts and jeans, please.)  All 
middle school students in-
volved in the concert should 
be at the high school at 6:30 
p.m. for vocal warm-ups 
and tuning of instruments.  
This concert is open to the  
public, and there is no admis-
sion charge.
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NCIBA HIGH SCHool HoNoR BANd
On January 5th, 2019, Jordyn Roosa & Kylie 

Klaver, along with 140 other high school students 
from the North Central district schools, partici-
pated in the North Central Iowa Bandmasters As-
sociation Honor Band held at the Iowa Central 
Community College in Fort Dodge.  Jordyn & Kylie 
were selected for this honor based on their past 
performance resume, music knowledge, and abil-
ity to perform at an advanced level.  They were 
notified of their selection at the end of November 
and had a little over a month to prepare chair au-
dition material and the music for the festival con-
cert.  Jordyn & Kylie started their honor band day 
competing for chair placement by auditioning on 
the music they prepared, followed by large group 
rehearsals, and then cumulating with a finale 
concert performance that evening.  It is quite an 
honor to be selected to participate as a member of 
the NCIBA District Honor Band.  Congratulations to 
Jordyn & Kylie for being recognized for their hard 
work and dedication!  Jordyn’s parents are Jenny & 
Bobby Roosa.  Kylie’s parents are Julie & Jay Klaver.

Mr. Kent Wesselink, CGD HS Band Director

 High School News

wEldING ClASS:  
PlASMA CUTTING

Here is Colby Lienemann with his plasma cut from the cur-
rent welding class he is taking.  Colby cut this metal free hand 
and took it several steps further by cleaning the metal, add-
ing a second piece, painting and also bonding them togeth-
er.   Colby is excited when he returns after Christmas break 
to draw a design with computer assistance and cut with the 
newer plasma.  We are very proud of Colby for taking the ad-
ditional steps and turning out a very wonderful completed 
work piece!



Exciting news:
CGD wrestler Spencer Trenary is on the list for the Dan Gable Wrestler of the Year Awards.

Go to https://iawrestle.com/2018/12/28/2019-dan-gable-mr-wrestler-of-
the-year-vote-top-15/ to vote for Spencer! Vote once per day through January 14th!

 High School News

Go VoTE!


