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Weather Related  
Announcements

Now that our first frost is be-
hind us, thoughts focus more on 
the change of seasons and their 
inconveniences.  Weather related 
announcements continue to be 
shared on television and radio.  
Television stations contacted in-
clude WHO-13, KCCI-8, WOI-5 and 
KIMT-3.  Radio stations include 
WHO-1040AM, KQWC-95.7FM, 
KJYL-100.9FM & KLMJ-104.9FM.  
The districts are also exploring 
communication options that are 
more proactive and contact par-
ents when the districts decide to 
postpone or cancel school.  This 
would be particularly helpful for 
working parents when it is neces-
sary to dismiss classes early.

Enrollment

The district’s enrollment this 
year is about the same as last year.  
The certified enrollment is 1.13 
students less than last year.  The 
fraction of a student is associated 
with dual enrollment that reflects 
the amount of time students are 
accessing programs who are 
homeschooled.  Typically this is 
done for music or athletics.

In earlier newsletter articles, it 
was shared that Prestage Farms 
could bring as many as 1,700 new 
students to the area.  The district 

hasn’t realized any enrollment 
growth associated with Prestage 
Farms at this time.  It has been 
shared that the plant will not be 
in full operation until sometime 

after the first of the year.  It is un-
certain how much of an impact 
Prestage will have on the district.  
Stay tuned.
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 School District News

Welcome New hire!

Amanda Langfitt was recently hired as a paraeduca-
tor for the High School. Welcome Amanda!

Help Wanted
NCC Wrestling Meet In Clarion  

Saturday January 19, 2019

Want a front row seat for the exciting action  
of the NCC conference wrestling meet?   

Volunteer for an hour a shift at the workers table.  

Action starts at 10:00 AM and  
will go until about 5:00 PM.

Please contact Patty Sann if you are willing to help 
out a bit. Just email or text her your availability. 

You will be slotted accordingly. 
Text: 851-2253 or email: psann@clargold.org

Appreciate your assistance!
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 elementary school news

Ignite the SPARK! 
 All 3rd through 5th grade students will be participating in leader in Me interest clubs called sPArK ClUbs 
beginning in February during the school day.  we are extremely excited for this opportunity to build students’ 
interest and help students find their passion.   The clubs will be lead by students, with facilitation from CGD 
staff and community members.  

Clubs offered include:
Photography Club   Coin Club       Microwave Cooking Club
Woodworking Club         Exercise Club            Art Club
Foreign Language Club         Lego Club           Friendship Bracelet Club
Dance Club Rock Club  Chess/Checkers Club

Students are hanging 
their “wish list” of items 
for our upcoming 
SPARK CLUBS 
beginning in February.

At the present time, we are looking for:
	 •	 Community	members	or	parents	who	have	an	

interest in any of these clubs to add their “spark” 
to the club;  (CGD staff members will be present at 
each club.)

	 •	 Supplies	or	donations	to	help	offset	the	cost	of	
the clubs.  Here is a list of supplies needed for 10-
20 students in the Club: 

	 •	 	$10.00	donation	for	varnish	(woodworking	club)
	 •	 5	bottles	of	wood	glue	(woodworking	club)
	 •	 15	hammers	(borrowed	for	woodworking	club)
	 •	 150	nails	(woodworking	club)
	 •	 20	jelly	size	Mason	Jars	with	rings(woodworking	

club)
	 •	 3	pkg	of	Jelly	Belly	jelly	beans	(woodworking	

club)
	 •	 $20.00	monetary	donation	for	cooking	

ingredients  (cooking club) 

	 •	 50	small	rocks	(larger	than	pebbles-	art	club)
	 •	 $5.00	donation	for	paper	plates	(cooking	club)
	 •	 Assorted	colors	of	2	oz.	acrylic	paints		(art	club)
	 •	 6	pkg.	of	chocolate	chips	(cooking	club)
	 •	 3	pkg.	powdered	sugar		(cooking	club)
	 •	 $5.00	donation	for	butter	(cooking	club)
	 •	 $20.00	donation	for	canvas	painting	boards	(art	

club)
	 •	 10	pkg	of	water	colors	(art	club)
	 •	 1	pkg	of	water	color	paper	(art	club)
	 •	 2	pkg.	of	colored	Sharpie	markers

 
If you can help us out in any way, it is very much 
appreciated.  Donations or supplies may be dropped off 
at the elem. school office prior to Jan 4th, or by contacting 
any Spark Action Team member: Karianne Johnson, Celina 
Thompson, Martha Slagle, Natalie Tegtmeyer, Amanda 
Morris, Lynette Smith or Sarah Kakacek  ph. 532-2873
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 elementary school news

ELEMENTARY SPECIAL  
OLYMPICS
On November 17th, three elementary 
students traveled to Des Moines to 
participate in the State Special Olympics 
bowling competition. The following 
students participated and received medals: 
Chance Mittan- 1st place, Jasmine Teran- 
2nd place, and Sydney Munoz-Cruz- 3rd 
place. It was a fun filled day! 
Congratulations to our athletes!
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 elementary school news

The Clarion Goldfield Dows Elementary Winter 
concerts are coming up soon!  

The Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd grade students will perform on 
Tuesday, December 11th at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.  The public is invited to 
both performances.  

The 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students will be performing on Thursday, 
December 13th at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.  Again, the public is invited to both 
performances.

The students have been working very hard and are excited to show 
what they can do.  Please come and support the kids during the holiday 
season.

On Friday, December 7th, Mrs. March’s 4th grade and Ms. odland’s 3rd 
grade classes will be singing at First Citizen’s bank in Clarion for their 
annual Christmas open house.  The 4th grade will be singing around 9:20 
and the 3rd grade will be singing around 10:05.

Clarion-Goldfield-dows

eleMenTarY MUsiC
December 2018
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 Middle school news

CIVICS FUN IN 8TH GRADE

Mr. Smith’s Apps class spent a couple of 
weeks	 prior	 to	 the	 November	 6th	 midterm	
elections learning a little bit about the pro-
cess and creating their own class election 
for snacks.  They started off the process by 
completing a quiz on https://www.isidewith.
com/political-quiz to determine what politi-
cal party and candidates they favored.  This 
quiz provided real life questions related to 
security, social, environmental, economic, do-
mestic policy, healthcare, education, foreign 
policy, criminal, electoral, transportation, im-
migration, and science issues. The students 
were able to find out much more about the 
candidates and the platforms of the political 
parties.

Another component that the students 
were introduced to was the citizenship test.  
They learned about this portion of becoming 
a U.S. Citizen.  We printed off the 100 ques-
tion test and had groups draw sticks to get 
their random 10 questions to do.  To become 
a	U.S.	Citizen	one	has	to	answer	at	least	6	out	
of the 10 random questions correctly and do 
a short writing component.  Even taking the 
test in groups, there were several groups that 
did not pass the citizenship test.  They were 
instructed to do as many questions as they 
could beyond their 10 in the time allotted. Mr. 
Smith gave treats to the group that got the 
most questions correct.  That led into the idea 
of each group representing a different can-
didate and developing a platform for the fol-
lowing criteria.  What snack will be provided 
for the class if your group wins?  How will you 
financially	fund	your	project?		How	will	it	get	
to the class the day of the party?

It was really interesting to see how the 
groups communicated and struggled to 
come up with something that they would all 
agree on.  They had to have their “platform” 
written out so that each group could pres-
ent to the class as to what they were going 
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to have for snacks, how they were going to 
get the money, and how it will happen.  The 
concept of the primaries would take place, 
where the class would vote to narrow it 
down to the top 3 groups in the class.

The following class period the students 
had to show their proof of id (lunch card :) 
and sign their name to register to vote.  Each 
registered voter received a ballot to vote for 
one group in which they went into the elec-
tion booth (created by Zach Zellweger) to 
place their vote.  The votes were tallied up 
and the winning group was announced that 
day.

To wrap up the process, the winning 
group brought their snacks for the class to 
share on Monday, while Mr. Smith showed 
a variety of videos from Schoolhouse Rock.  
The videos included material from the be-
ginning of the U.S. to the current electoral 
process.		All	in	all,	the	two	week	project	was	
entertaining and educational.

winning teams and their platforms:

Period 3:  Cale Kirstein, enrique 
Mateo, and Kevin sorio - ice Cream 
sundaes and each student paid $1 
to fund the project.

Period 5:  MacKenna hasty, Keve 
braun, and Juleivy salgado-barce-
nas - butter popcorn, M&M’s, and 
pop. The group funded the project 
so it was no cost to the class.

Period 7:  Coy hanson and Gage Cra-
mer - Popcorn, Casey’s Pizza, and 
pop.  The group funded the project 
so it was no cost to the class.
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 Middle school news

OPPTAG Conference
Our Middle School TAG students recently spent the day at Iowa State University for an OPPTAG Confer-

ence. The purpose of this day-long conference, sponsored by the Office of Precollegiate Programs for Talented 
and	Gifted	at	Iowa	State,	was	to	expose	middle	school	students	(grades	6,	7,	and	8)	to	careers	in	math,	sci-
ence, computer technology, creative arts, and community involvement. The day made quite an impression on 
them! Here are reflections from three of the participants...in their own words!

Mady hennigar:
In track E there were two ses-

sions, animal science and busi-
ness and marketing. The first 
session I learned about eggs, 
chickens, and how they hatch. 
We candled eggs (put flashlights 
up against eggs to see what was 
inside). In my second session we 
worked in groups to use network-
ing and negotiating skills. We had 
to persuade other groups to give 
us cards that we needed. All the 
groups had playing cards cut up 
into quarters. The goal was to 
make as many full cards as possi-
ble. My group made four. This ses-
sion had lots of strategy you had 
to use. Session 2 was my favorite.
Then all the TAG kids met back 
up for lunch at one of the din-
inghalls. I think everybody really 
enjoyed	this	part.	 	 	 	 	 	After	 lunch	
we saw a materials engineer ex-
periment. Then a little bit of trivia 
about Iowa State. 

Overall I had a really great day 
and even met a new friend from a 
different town. 

Clarissa hasty:
Going to the conference at 

Iowa State University was a great-
experience. It gave us an oppor-
tunity to do new things. It was a 

day to meet new friends, be so-
cial, and learn a lot. We saw things 
we had never seen before. During 
my day at ISU I learned about the 
development of a chicken and got 
sneak peek at social skills needed-
when it comes to business in my 
years ahead. It was a very fun and 
interesting day and I hope many 
students after me get the oppor-
tunity to go and learn new things.

Kennedy Trca:
I had such an amazing time at 

OPPTAG. When we first got there 

we were the first school there and 
a woman was talking to us, so I 
decided to talk to her. I talked to 
her for awhile about a little bit 
of everything, about her life and 
about mine. When the rest of the 
schools got there she brought me 
on stage, and said she was proud 
of me for talking to her and get-
ting out of my comfort zone, and 
gave me a shirt. My first class was 
animal science, which was noth-
ing like I expected it to be. We got 
three eggs, a store bought egg, 
an egg the hen laid on for three 
days , and an egg the hen laid on 
for ten days. We had to candle the 
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eggs first then, crack them. The store bought 
egg was yellow when we candled it. When 
we cracked it open it looked like a regular 
egg, but if you look close enough at the yel-
low yolk there is a tiny white speck, that’s the 
chicken. If it’s not fertilized it won’t grow. I also 
learned that the inside of and egg isn’t the 
chicken, it’s actually the food for the chick. If 
you think about it we are all eating chicken 
food! The three day egg looked yellow, but 
had a dark spot when we candled it. When 
we cracked it open it looked normal except 
for this thing floating in the yolk, it was like 
an enlarged blood cell, that was the chicken. 
The ten day egg was yellow, black, and red 
when we candled it. When we cracked it 
open, it was yolk, a whole bunch of blood, 
and a tiny chicken about half the size of my 
thumb. The chick was a purplish color, with 
big black eyes, and laying in a whole bunch 
of blood. It was dead before we cracked, but 
it was still sad.          

Then the ladies gave us hard boiled eggs 
to dissect, which was actually pretty cool. 
She fed the hens dye pellets for a month and 
fed them different colors. No, the dye pellets 
aren’t	 bad	 for	 the	 hens,	 they	 just	 put	 color	
into their eggs. The pellets colors only stick to 
fat that why there was nothing on the white 
part of the eggs, only the yellow yolk in the 
center. Since the dye pellets only stick to fat 
if a human ate one their skin would turn a 
different color, not to mention they would 
have a really bad stomach ache. I also learned 
something pretty interesting. You know how 
there is a gap under your eggs when you 
hard boil them, that is the air pocket. The air 
pocket is what the chick stabs their beak into 
to get fresh air. To get to the air pocket they 
have to flip upside down in their egg. They 
candle the eggs to make sure the chick is do-
ing okay, and sometimes if the chick can’t do 
it on its own they start titling the egg to help 
them you. Once the poke their beak through 
the air pocket and get air, then they peck 
their way out where the air pocket was.         



My next track was business and 
marketing. In the beginning we 
talked about networking. How if you 
meet someone once you should keep 
in touch, because if you need a favor 
one day like five dollars for lunch or 
something who’s going to be more 
likely to give you money, the person 
you met once and never spoke to 
again, or the person you met and talk 
to like once a week or regularly. She 
told us how we should make lots of 
networks, because they can help us a 
lot in the future. Then we watched a 
quick clip from the TV show “Friends.” 
It was when Chandler was buying a 
ring for Monica, and brought Phoebe 
along for help. Phoebe was trying to 
negotiate with the cashier but was 
being super unreasonable, and Chan-
dler negotiated really reasonable. 
That brought us into our activity. In 
the activity there was a deck of cards, 
and each card was cut into fourths. 
We had four groups and each of us 
got an envelope with fourths of cards 
inside. Then we had to sort our cards 
to see if we can find anything that 
matched together to start making full 
cards. Then we went around the other 
groups and if we saw something that 
they had that we needed, we would 
negotiate with them to get the piece 
that we needed. The goal was to try 
to make as many whole cards as you 
could in fifteen minutes. My group 
ended up making four full cards and 
that was the most so we got candy. 
Lunch was amazing with all the food! 
There were so many choices and op-
tions, and I ended up eating way too 
much and it was all so delicious! It 
was most definitely one of the best 
field trips I have ever gotten the op-
portunity to go to, and I had such an 
amazing day!

 Middle school news

Thanks for 
sharing your 
reflections  
on OPPTAG!



KARL KING  
MIDDLE SCHOOL  
HONOR BAND

Three students from the CGD 
Middle School Band have been 
selected to perform in the 2019 
Karl King Middle School Honor 
Band.   The Karl King Honor Band 
Festival is for younger students 
from schools in North-Central 
Iowa who excel in Band. 

The Honor Band will be on Sat-
urday, January 12 in Fort Dodge.   
Students will gather in the morn-
ing to practice throughout the 
day, and will present a concert 
late Saturday afternoon.  

More information is available 
on the CGD MS Band website.   
http://cgdmsband.weebly.com/

students representing CGD 
Ms are:  (from left to right)

ellie Mewes, 7th Trumpet, 
Daughter of James & Jenni-
fer Mewes of Clarion.

liam snyder, 7th Trom-
bone, son of luke and An-
nette snyder of Clarion.

Austin bierl, 7th Percus-
sion, son of Darren & Tanya 
bierl of Clarion.

Congratulations!
Tom Klaver
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 Middle school news

Peer Helpers

Helping at the Jingle 
Jam at the  library!
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Smith’s Storms handed out goodie bags for their 
make	a	difference	day	project.		The	bags	were	
filled with items to help staff “survive” parent 
teacher conferences.

 Middle school news

Ulven’s Undead popping popcorn for the homebase 
champs - Jackson and J. Klaver come on down and 
pick up your popcorn today to go with your harbor 
movie.

Jackson and Klaver will pop popcorn for our next 
round of winners.

PEER HELPERS
Peer Helper students helped out with the Vet-
eran’s Day program at the Community Center in 
Dows, Iowa.
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HOME BASE SERVICE PROJECTS:  THE WOUNDED 
WARRIOR PROJECT

This	fall,	the	CGD	Middle	School	Home	Bases	worked	on	Service	Projects. 	Mr.	T.	Klaver’s	Home	Base	“The	
Kung	Fu	Pandas”,	chose	to	raise	funds	for	“The	Wounded	Warrior	Project.”

Their	efforts	raised	$211.97	for	the	cause. 	Thanks	to	DaVanna’s	@	Oakridge,	Casey’s	in	Goldfield,	and	Pizza	
Ranch	in	Clarion	for	hosting	donation	jars,	and	to	all	who	donated. 	Special	thanks	to	CGD	student	Delainey	
Fedkenheuer-Kockorsky who waitressed and donated her own tips.

More	information	about	the	Wounded	Warrior	Project	can	be	found	on	their	website….http://www.wound-
edwarriorproject.org

Pictured from right to left are:  Mr. Haberman, Delainey Fedkenheuer-Kockorsky, Lucas Parcel, Jaicin Plosh-
nick, Cale Kirstein, and Gage Cramer.
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Clarion-Goldfield-Dows
To Offer “Skip The Trip”  

Iowa Dot Instruction Permit  
Knowledge Tests 

 Do you have a student who is ready to take the operator knowledge test to 
get an Iowa instruction permit to drive? CGD is now offering the test right here 
at  the high school as part of the Iowa Department of Transportation’s “Skip the 
Trip” program. 

In partnering with the Iowa DOT, CGD can save families time, cost, and the 
hassle of making a trip to a driver’s license service center for testing. Students 
will be able to take the web-based test in a more familiar environment that works 
to reduce test anxiety and increase success rates. Tests are overseen by trained 
school staff to assure the integrity of test results. 

CGD will offer testing on week days before or afterschool by appointment. 
“Skip the Trip” allows students to take their initial test at school or another ap-
proved agency as the first step in getting your student to be a confident driver. 
Once a student has successfully passed the test, the student will receive an email 
verifying a successful test. 

The student brings a copy of the email to the driver’s license service center 
along with the other required documentation that will prove their identity to be 
issued their instruction permit. Service center staff will verify passing test result 
emails with Iowa DOT records. Visit www.iowadot.gov/mvd/realid/success.asp 
to determine what documentation to bring with you to receive your student’s  
permit.  

To prepare for a successful knowledge test, students should study the Iowa 
Driver’s Manual and online practice test, both available at: https://iowadot.gov/
mvd/driverslicense/manuals-and-practice-tests.

Contact: Monty Harker from Clarion-Goldfield-Dows
mharker@clargold.org
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Notes from the Middle School 
and High School Music Department

By David Ackerman 

On Monday, Nov. 12th, several 
chorus students in grades 7-12 
participated in the North Central 
District Honor Choir at NIACC in 
Mason City.   Four choirs, total-
ing approximately 800 students, 
sang in the this honor choir.   Be-
cause of the number of students 
involved in this honor choir, the 
event is held in the NIACC gym 
because the auditorium is not 
large enough.   A concert was 
held at 7:00 p.m., and our CGD 
students represented our school 
and communities with pride and 
excellence.   Thank you to the 
students for all your hard work 
and focus during rehearsals, and 
thank you to the parents for your 
continuous support of choral mu-
sic. 	Great	job	CGD	students!!!

 Middle & high school news

Festival Honor Choir (This choir sings 
the All-State Music.  All students must 
have auditioned for the All-State Choir.)

Katherine Soenen, Clinton Miller

High School Honor Choir: (l to r) Rebecca Dean, McKayla Johnson, Thomas Klaver, 
Amaya Watne, Madison Bierl, Rillie Elston

7/8 Boys’ Honor Choir:  (l to r) Ethan Hurt, Joseph Bradburn, Izaac Watne, Erick Perez, 
Owen Tew, Caden Hankins, Nick Sisson, Liam Whitehead

7/8 Girls’ Honor Choir:  (l to r) Alexis Martin, Emma Eekhoff, Ellie Mewes, Kennedy Trca, 
Payton DeCoster, Abby Dorn, Keve Braun



November was National 
Diabetes Month.  

To raise awareness about diabetes, the 
health ii class created flyers to display 
throughout the high school for world  
Diabetes Day on november 14th.  

Pictured left to right—Alexa Krukow, Jennifer 
lorenzo, remi Johnson, isabella Palomino and 
Katherine lopez 

Missing from the photo—Monic Fonseca

 high school news

CAREEr FAIR Clarion-Goldfield Dows 
High School hosted a career fair for all high school 
students. There were over 31 presenters that stu-
dents had the opportunity to choose from.  The 
students each picked nine sessions to attend 
throughout the day. Career areas included were 
engineering, plumbing and heating, skilled trades, 
art, wildlife biology, cosmetology, psychology and 
nursing.
Students also had the opportunity to visit with 
colleges	and	job	opportunities	during	their	lunch	
hour. Bob Powers and Andy Young also visited us 
at the end of the day to share words of the hidden 
paycheck and how a salary can include so much 
more	than	just	a	dollar	sign.	Andy	Young	addressed	
the student body and encouraged them to look 
forward into their future and opportunities that 
await them. 
We would also like to take this time to thank all that 
were involved to present, organize and manage. 
Submitted by Angela Charlson



The CGDHS Family & Con-
sumer Sciences students have 
been learning strategies to build 
& strengthen relationships with 
friends, family members and in 
the workplace.  One of the focus 
areas concentrated on choos-
ing friends, impact of friends and 
being the kind of friend you are 
looking for.  To demonstrate an 
understanding of this informa-
tion students were challenged to 
create an activity to teach to sec-
ond graders.  Prior to choosing 
their activity students gathered 
information about the physical, 
intellectual, social and emotional 
development of a typical 2nd 
grade student.  Based on this new 
information students paired up to 
create their 10-15 minute lesson.

On October 19th the high 
school students paired with Mrs. 
Odland, Mrs. Klaver and Mrs. Wie-
derns’ students.  

As a high school teacher it 
was exciting to watch as the high 
school students almost instantly 
evolved into young teachers.  
They found themselves explain-
ing,	guiding,	 listening	and	enjoy-
ing their new young friends.

Some found they really en-
joyed	 working	 with	 young	 chil-
dren.  Some were touched by how 
quickly a child or two seemed to 
feel comfortable sharing informa-
tion with them. Others gained a 
whole new level of respect for the 
patience it takes to work with a 
group of eager, energetic and ex-
cited	7-8	year	olds!		Enjoy	some	of	
the photos that captured our ex-
perience.  –Mrs. Leist

 high school news

High School Students learn about friendship and 
share What They’ve Learned with the 2nd Grade
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FFA National Convention
Five members of the CGD FFA chapter attended National convention in Indianapolis, Indiana.  The mem-

bers spent time touring facilities such as Subaru and Beck’s Hybrids.  Members also took part in sessions and 
the Career Fair. 
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Mr. EnTin’s high school Intro-
duction to Business class has 
been	working	on	a	project	based	
learning assignment for most of 
the first and second quarter. The 
Beck	 Institute	 for	 Project	 Based	
Learning	 defines	 project	 based	
learning (PBL) as “students work-
ing	on	a	project	over	 an	extend-
ed period of time...that engages 
them in solving a real-world 
problem or answering a complex 
question.  They demonstrate their 
knowledge and skills by devel-
oping a public product or pre-
sentation for a real audience. As 
a result, students develop deep 
content knowledge as well as 
critical thinking, creativity, and  
communication skills in the 
context of doing an authentic, 
meaningful	 project.	 	 PBL	 un-
leashes a contagious, creative 
energy among students and 
teachers.”(www.bie.org)  

The Introduction to Business 
class formed a partnership called 
CGD Crafting Company (CGDCC).  
The purpose of the partnership 
is to support the CGDHS Special 
Olympics team by raising funds 
to help defray expenses.  To ac-
complish their purpose the part-
nership decided to make and sell 
friendship bracelets.

The students wrote a busi-
ness plan, obtained permission 
to have the fundraiser, learned 
how to hand make the bracelets, 
developed a marketing mix and 
advertising plan, met with the 
students in Mrs. Schaben’s class 
and some of the Special Olym-
pic team members for input, and 
then started making and selling 
the bracelets.

 high school news

CGDCC Crafting Company raising 
funds to support  

Special Olympics Team.
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