
Prestage Farms Update

September 29th, superinten-
dents representing districts of 
Belmond-Klemme, Eagle Grove, 
Fort Dodge, Humboldt, and Web-
ster City met with representatives 
of Prestage Farms to get an up-
date on the timeline for opera-
tion and hiring plans.  This is the 
second meeting of the group to 
gain information on the project-
ed completion date, timing of hir-
ing and what that could mean for 
area schools related to enrollment 
and educational programs.

It was shared that construction 
is progressing and operations are 
anticipated to begin as soon as 
November 18th, 2018.  The an-
ticipated number of employees 
range from 950-1,000.  Manage-
ment positions are being hired 
with some beginning January of 
2018.  An additional 30-35 me-
chanical and electrical employees 
will be hired by July.  Sixty days 
prior to operation, the balance of 
the number of employees needed 
will be hired. Prestage is a 100%  
E-verify certified employer, which 
means all their employees are  
legally able to work in the  
United States.

Discussion also included the 
possibility of enhancing the voca-
tional academy to include train-
ing and internships for skilled la-
bor, including electrical, refrigera-
tion, fabrication, robotics, micro-
biology (food safety), mechanics, 
maintenance, and food service 
(plant cafeteria).  Prestage indi-
cated that the company believes 
in loyality to their employees and 
provides a career path that leads 
to management positions.  The 
average manager has 27 years of 
experience with the company.

A study was done to estimate 
the impact of Prestage on Wright 
County.  One estimate in the study 
identified as many as 1,700 stu-
dents in the area.  Specifically, it 
was estimated that 338 students 
would be educated in Wright 
County.  What does that mean for 
Clarion-Goldfield-Dows?  Class-
room spaces are fully utilized 
in the elementary and middle 
schools.  The high school is near 
fully utilized.

The number of students com-
ing to Wright County will be edu-
cated by three school districts.  
Although 338 students are esti-
mated to be coming to Wright 
County, it is an estimate.  The ac-

tual number will be dependent 
on available, affordable housing.  
If the district sees 120-250 new 
students in our district, the ma-
jority will likely be in the elemen-
tary and middle school based on 
the likely age of the majority of 
employees filling production po-
sitions.  Employees filling entry 
level jobs in their twenties and 
thirties will have students in the 
elementary and middle school.  
If Prestage adds a second shift, 
another surge of students will 
enter the elementary and middle 
school with the first wave of stu-
dents entering the high school.

The district is working with ar-
chitects to determine what the 
district can do to make room for 
all the new students in wave one 
and wave two.  The first focus is 
in the elementary and middle 
schools with future expansion to 
the high school.  Options for facil-
ity expansion and utilization will 
be shared with the public as plans 
are shared.

Enrollment

October 1st is an important 
date for Iowa school districts.  
This is the day schools count the 
number of students living in the 
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school district and the number of 
students attending school in their 
district.  This year, with October 
1st landing on Sunday, the offi-
cial count day is Monday, October 
2nd.

Every district student is includ-
ed in a state foundation formula 
that provides funding for the 
general fund, the fund used for 
instruction.  This year, each stu-
dent in the certified enrollment 
count is funded at $6,699 per stu-
dent.  This provides funding for 
the education of students who at-
tend school in Clarion-Goldfield-
Dows and those attending classes 
elsewhere.  This includes open  
enrollment out and tuition paid to 
other educational agencies.

BEDS (Basic Educational Data 
Survey) enrollment counts the 

number students attending 
school in the Clarion-Goldfield-
Dows School District, without any 
regard to district of origin.  This 
would include students who open 
enroll in and tuition-in students 
from other districts.  BEDS enroll-
ment is used by the Iowa High 
School Athletic Association (IH-
SAA) and Iowa High School Girls 
Athletic Union (IHSGAU) for ath-
letic classification.  The number 
of students in grades 9, 10, and 
11 are used to divide schools into 
like sized school division.  Based 
on 2016-2017 enrollment figures, 
CGD is 148th largest high school.  
There are 366 high schools with 
Valley West Des Moines the larg-
est with 2,176 students and Isaac 
Newton Christian Academy the 
smallest with 14 students.  CGD is 
generally considered a 2A school 

with 218 students in grades 9, 10, 
and 11. 

Funding is always one year be-
hind the actual year of school.  The 
funding for the current year was 
based on the enrollment count 
taken on October 2, 2016 (Octo-
ber 1st was on a Saturday).  The 
enrollment count taken this year 
will fund school next year.  The 
majority of general fund revenue 
comes from the state with the bal-
ance coming from local property 
taxes.

There are a number of funds 
the district must maintain.  The 
names and uses of those funds 
will be shared in next month’s 
newsletter.

 CGD School News

Upcoming events:
 
*1:30pm early dismissals on the following wednesday’s:  october 4th, 
11th, 18th and 25th.
 
*Tuesday, oct. 31st:  1:30pm dismissal for Parent-Teacher Conferences 

*wednesday, nov. 1st:  1:30pm dismissal for Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 

*Thursday, nov. 2nd:  1:30pm dismissal for Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 

*friday, nov. 3rd:  no school
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Erik Wahl Presentation

The Clarion-Goldfield-Dows staff spent the day on 
Monday, September 18th in Webster City with con-
sortium school learning from internationally recog-
nized graffiti artist, Erik Wahl.  

At an early age, Erik Wahl was told by a well-mean-
ing teacher that “art was not his strength.” Being a 
disciplined student, he listened. He put down his 
crayons and paintbrushes and did not pick them up 
again for another twenty years. Erik spent a full de-
cade in a traditional corporate job that never came 
close to fulfilling his passions. But through a series of 
life-changing events including losing his job, losing 
all his money, and losing his carefully manufactured 
ego, he realized he was now left with his final option: 
to dig down deep and rediscover that exciting, inno-
vative person he always knew lived inside him.

Erik challenged all in attendance to be dream-
ers that DO.  Art is not about creating a product, 
but about creating thought.  We must challenge 
and grow each person’s creative side.  Each person 
needs a spark and the grind – an idea and the will to 
achieve it.  Logic will get you from point A to point B, 
but imagination will take you anywhere.   

Congratulations to Elementary/MS art teacher, 
Kaira Downing for winning one of Mr. Wahl’s paint-
ings that he created while he spoke.  The District was 
also able to bring another one of his paintings back 
to our district, a painting of Dan Gable.



 Elementary School News

We are soaring into another great year 
at the Elementary School.   Our students 
and staff are back in full swing and off to 
another unbelievable start.  It is fun to see 
all the smiling faces entering the building 
each morning.  You wouldn’t believe the 
number of hugs and high fives I get each 
day.  Our students are the best!  I hope 
they are doing the same at home for you.

We want to say Thank you to Mr. Smith 
and the high school student body for 
remembering us during homecoming 
week.  It was great to be a part of the 
homecoming activities.  It is always fun 
to see the cheerleaders, homecoming 
court in their fancy dresses/clothes, the 
football players, the volleyball players, 
the cross-country runners and the dance 
team.  Thank you!!!

This year we are continuing our Leader 
In Me initiative with our students.  We are 
reviewing a new habit every couple of 
weeks until we all have an understand-
ing.  Students are learning about them 
individually, but are also finding ways 
to tie them to each and every part of 
our day.  We have learned the hand sig-
nals, participated in activities and have 
even had ways to become leaders in our 
school.  We will continue to grow as the 
year progresses.

We are in the process of selecting our 
Student Lighthouse team members for 
this year.  We had 47 students apply for 
12 positions.  We will continue to read 
their applications, set up interviews and 
make our final decisions real soon.  It 
will be a very difficult decision this year.  
Good luck to all that have applied.

We are all looking forward to another 
great year!  Remember to stop by, email 
or call at any time.  The key to a successful 
education for your child is TEAMWORK!  It 
is going to be a great year!

elemenTary  
enliGhTener

By Tricia Rosendahl

School Supplies Donation

Thank you to the First State Bank / Town & Country Insurance 
and all their customers for the recent school supply donations.  
We are thrilled to accept all these items that will be put to good 
use by students in our Elementary Building.  Thank you to Sherri 
O’Brien and Staci Schnittjer for all their work collecting and then 
matching all the donations on behalf of the bank.  We appreciate 
your support!!

SOLAR ENERGY AT WORK

By Mrs. Jensen, 5th Grade Science

The 5th grade science classes have been learning about solar 
energy. As a summation of this unit they were given a choice of 
4 projects to share their knowledge. They could choose to make 
a poster with 5 solar facts they learned, make a slideshow with 
5  solar facts , create a sun clock and try it out, or create a soar 
cooker and use it to cook an item.

Trevyn Smith is pictured with her solar cooker she created and  
then made s’mores for her class in. YUMMY SCIENCE AT WORK!!!



 Elementary School News 

Elementary Guidance
Mrs. Kakacek

The elementary is learning  how the brain works.  
Students identified 3 key players in the brain:  the 
prefrontal cortex (the wise leader of planning), the 
amygdala (the police officer of regulating emotions), 
and the hippocampus (where memory and learning 
is stored.)

When a student is in a negative emotional state 
(stressed or fearful), the amygdala prevents the input 
of information from passing along.  It blocks higher- 
level thinking.  Then, the incoming signals are left for 
the amygdala  to process as an automatic  response 
of “fear, fight, or freeze”. 

3rd graders made their own representation of the 
brain using water, glitter, and sand in a bottle.  The 
glitter represented the amygdala on alert scattering 
information when the bottle was shaken.  When the 
bottle was still, the settling of glitter represented the 
calming mind.  Eventually, the bits of information 
flow in a clear direction to the prefrontal cortex for 
thoughtful decision-making.



 Elementary School News 

Emergency Preparedness Planning
By Mrs. Jensen, 5th grade 

The 5th grade classes have been learning what to 
do in case of a weather-related emergency. Jim Les-
ter, Wright County Emergency Management Direc-
tor, kicked off the class teaching the first day about 
local emergencies and what you need to know if one 
occurs. He talked to the kids about the importance of 
emergency contact information and having an emer-
gency evacuation plan mapped out and practiced.

I followed up the next couple days helping to  
create an individual emergency bag for each stu-
dent, which they presented to the class. The students  
then took their bags home to have in case of an 
emergency.



 Elementary School News - Homecoming Fun!

Homecoming 2017 in the Elementary

Homecoming week was full of fun activities in the elementary.  We enjoyed dress up days, decorated our 
classroom doors, welcomed cheerleaders to our school and loved being a part of the pep rally at the high 
school.  We had Crazy with School Spirit Day, Team Day and Red & Black Day.  Check out the school spirit alive 
and well in the elementary!

Great things happen at Clarion-Goldfield-Dows Elementary!
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2017 

6:30  p .m.  Pre-Race  Ac t iv i t ies  @ CGD Football Field/Track 

Glow Store – Zumba with Jill Smith – Games – Dancing  - Food 
 

8 :00  p .m.  Race  T ime  – Start & Finish @ CGD Football Field/Track 
 

After Race: Shuttle Bus To & From Spooktacular Haunted House 
***Runners Receive Discounted Admission to the Haunted House*** 

 

REGISTRATION 
Kids - $5            Adults - $10  

$35 Maximum Family Cost 
T-Shirts Available for Purchase 

Registration forms are available at www.clargold.org  
or at the CGD Middle School Office at 515-532-2412 

 

 

 

  



 Middle School News - Scrapbook 

Middle School Scrapbook
Tech Trek at BV! (Above)

Moms and daughters at the AAUW! (Below)



notes from the middle school 
and high school  

music department
By David Ackerman and Tom Klaver

CGD MIDDLE SCHOOL MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT MAGZINE SALE 
(Sept. 25-Oct. 10)

All middle school students in-
volved in band or chorus are cur-
rently selling magazines to raise 
money for the music department.  
The sale runs from Monday, Sept. 
25th to Tuesday, October 10th.  If 
you are not contacted by a middle 
school student but would like to 
purchase a magazine, please con-
tact Mr. Tom Klaver or Mr. David 
Ackerman at the middle school.  
The middle school music depart-
ment has been participating in 
this magazine drive for several 
years, and the proceeds have al-
lowed us to purchase many items 
for the music department.  Please 
support our students and keep 
music alive in the school!!!

ALL-STATE AUDITIONS (Oct. 21)

On Saturday, October 21st, two 
CGDS high school vocal students 
audition for the All-State Chorus 
in Hampton:  Amaya Watne and 
Max Powers.  These students have 
been rehearsing several mornings 
before school with Mr. Ackerman.  
However, All-State is an individual 
procedure, which means students 
need to rehearse on their own.  
They cannot rely on the group re-
hearsals alone. All students who 
attended Wartburg’s All-State 
camp should have a rehearsal CD 
that they need to rehearse with 
on a daily basis.  Each All-State 
audition lasts 7 minutes, and the 
students have 7 songs they need 
to learn.  The audition cuts will 

be posted on Saturday morning,   
October 21st, and auditions begin 
at 9:00 a.m.  Good luck to both of 
these students!

Rodgers & Hammerstein’s 
“SOUND OF MUSIC” Comes To 
Clarion on Nov. 3 and 4

The high school vocal music 
department presents the musi-
cal “The Sound of Music,” written 
by Rodgers and Hammerstein 
on Friday, Nov. 3rd and Saturday, 
Nov. 4th  at 7:00 p.m.  Several high 
school chorus students plan to 
be involved in this year’s musi-
cal.  Mr. David Ackerman and Mrs. 
Tessa Yackle are co-directors for 
the show, and they are both very 
excited about directing this show.  

Why should you come to this 
musical?  You should come to this 
musical because our students 
have spent hours of rehearsal, pre-
paring for this show.  They would 
love to see a huge audience on 
both nights of the musical.  See-
ing our students achieve their 
very best gives the audience and 
our students a sense of pride, and 
it just makes you want to stand up 
and cheer.  This musical is about 
Maria being a governess for the 
Von Trapp family, which includes 
seven children.  Maria struggles 
with being a nun but also falling 
in love.  The musical also address-
es Germany’s invasion of Austria 
and the Third Reich.  Some of the 
songs in this musical include: “The 
Sound of Music,” “Do-Re-Mi,” “Six-
teen Going on Seventeen,” “My Fa-
vorite Things,” and “Edelweiss.”  

Tickets for ”The Sound of  
Music” are $7 for adults and $5 
for students.  The show begins at 
7:00 p.m. both nights, and doors 
will open at 6:30 p.m.  All tickets 
are available at the door.  The CGD 
Music Boosters plan to serve re-
freshments during the intermis-
sion.  Please mark your calendars 
because you don’t want to miss 
this great show!!!

NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT 
HONOR CHOIR (Nov. 6)

On Monday, Nov. 6th , the 
North Central District of Iowa will 
host a very large honor choir for 
students in grades 7-12.  Approxi-
mately 500-600 vocal students 
from north central Iowa will par-
ticipate in this awesome vocal 
music opportunity.  

This concert includes four 
honor choirs: 7th/8th grade girls’: 
7th/8th grade boys’: 9th/10th 
grade mixed, and high school stu-
dents who have auditioned for the 
All-State Chorus on October 24th.  
Mr. Ackerman will be discussing 
these honor choirs during class, 
and any 7th-12th grade student 
(currently enrolled in chorus) may 
participate in these honor choirs.  

Each 7th/8th grade honor choir 
has a limit of 8 students from each 
school.  The 9th/10th grade mixed 
choir and the All-State choir DO 
NOT have a limit for students.  

Rehearsals for 7th/8th grade 
choir will begin 2-3 weeks before 
Monday, Nov. 6 (3:30-5:00 p.m.)

Rehearsals for 9th/10th grade 
choir will begin 2-3 weeks before 
Monday, Nov. 6 (7:30-8:15 a.m.)

 Middle & High School News



notes from the middle school 
and high school  

music department
By David Ackerman and Tom Klaver

NCIBA MIDDLE SCHOOL  
HONOR BAND 
 
Two students from the 
CGD Middle School Band 
have been selected to 
perform in the 2017-
18 North Central Iowa 
Bandmasters Association 
(NCIBA) Middle School 
Honor Band.  The Honor 
Band Festival will be on 
Saturday, November 11 in 
Algona.  Students from all 
over North Central Iowa 
will gather to rehearse 
during the day, and will 
present a concert late 
Saturday afternoon.   
 
More information is avail-
able on the CGD MS Band 
website.  http://cgdms-
band.weebly.com/ 
 
Students representing 
CGD are:  (from left to 
right) 
 
Thomas Klaver…Trom-
bone…Son of Jay & Julie 
Klaver of Clarion. 
Joanna Duran…Trum-
pet…Daughter of Magaly 
Correa Dones of Clarion. 
 
Congratulations!

 Middle  School News
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