
School Security

Schools conduct a number of 
drills.  We have fire drills, tornado 
drills, and now security lockdown 
drills.  Things have changed over 
the years.  When I was in elemen-
tary school during the Cuban mis-
sile crisis, we had bomb drills.  I’m 
not sure how sitting in hallways 
with our backs against the walls 
with books over our heads was 
going to stop an atomic bomb, 
but we did them and that’s an-
other story.

Wednesday, October 4th, all of 
Wright County was in a lockdown 
due to a threat.  We were cautious 
due to the nature of the threat 
and other threats made in John-
ston and Algona.  The threat was 
taken seriously and the district 
collaborated with law enforce-
ment to lockdown the school.

The procedures followed by 
the district was part of numer-
ous meetings with Deputy Sheriff, 
Jim Lester who serves as Wright 
County’s Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator.  There are 
monthly meetings conducted by 
members of building-level, crisis 
teams.  Lockdown procedures are 
practiced and every aspect of the 
plan is designed to keep students 
and staff safe.  Previously, with 
the help and direction of a num-
ber of agencies, including police, 
sheriff, state patrol, EMT, hospital,  
Homeland Security, and SWAT, 

the district conducted an active 
shooter drill.

Some may want to see the 
district’s plan and claim that the 
plan should be a part of public 
record.  The district isn’t at liberty 
to share these plans with the pub-
lic for two reasons.  First, anyone 
with evil intent would find this in-
formation very useful.  Secondly, 
Iowa Code states; 
22.7 Confidential records.
The following public records 
shall be kept confidential, unless 
otherwise ordered by a court, 
by the lawful custodian of the 
records, or by another person 
duly authorized to release such 
information:
50. Information concerning 
security procedures or emergency 
preparedness information 
developed and maintained by 
a government body for the 
protection of governmental 
employees, visitors to the 
government body, persons in 
the care, custody, or under the 
control of the government body, or 
property under the jurisdiction of 
the government body, if disclosure 
could reasonably be expected 
to jeopardize such employees, 
visitors, persons, or property.
a. Such information includes 
but is not limited to information 
directly related to vulnerability 
assessments; information 
contained in records relating to 

security measures such as security 
and response plans, security codes 
and combinations, passwords, 
restricted area passes, keys, and 
security or response procedures; 
emergency response protocols; 
and information contained 
in records that if disclosed 
would significantly increase the 
vulnerability of critical physical 
systems or infrastructures of a 
government body to attack. This 
subsection shall only apply to 
information held by a government 
body that has adopted a rule or 
policy identifying the specific 
records or class of records to 
which this subsection applies and 
which is contained in such a
record.

We are thankful that the threat 
wasn’t acted on.  The district 
doesn’t take its responsibility 
lightly.  The district is responsible 
for the safety of over 1,000 stu-
dents and staff and makes every 
effort to do so.  We saw the lock-
down of October 4th as another 
opportunity to identify and learn 
from our mistakes and diligently 
work to correct them.  After three 
debriefings involving administra-
tion, staff, and law enforcement, it 
was good to hear members of the 
Wright County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment share that the district did 
a good job, despite a number of 
obstacles which made a success-
ful lockdown more difficult.
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Those two sentences are some 
of the first statements I make 
when I have the opportunity to 
talk about emergency response 
plans with our local schools.

And I can tell you, the three 
school districts in Wright County 
DO keep their students safe and 
they DO know what to do in an 
emergency.

An incident this past week 
prompted lockdowns at all three 
of the school districts in Wright 
County. Local law enforcement 
and school administration teams 
maintained open lines of commu-
nication throughout the event and 
appropriate actions were taken in 
the best interest of students and 
staff based on the information as it 
became available to investigators.

Incidents of this nature tend to 
develop quickly and change rapid-
ly as the investigation progresses. 
I am confident school and law en-
forcement officials will review the 
processes and make any changes 
they deem necessary to continue 
to provide for the protection of 
students, staff and visitors at our 
local schools.

For obvious reasons, I discour-
age facilities from sharing too 
much about their emergency 
response plans with the public, 
including parents. What is impor-
tant to know, is that since 2009, 
the schools in Wright County have 
worked effectively with emergen-
cy management and law enforce-

ment in developing their plans 
to provide a safe and efficient re-
sponse to any emergency that 
could occur during the school day. 

It is important for parents to 
remember that a lockdown at a 
school or any public facility could 
happen for multiple reasons. It 
could be a dangerous animal loose 
in the neighborhood of an elemen-
tary playground, police are dealing 
with a domestic disturbance down 
the street, a medical emergency 
has occurred in the building or a 
more serious event of an immedi-
ate threat to the building and oc-
cupants.

Whatever the reason, rest as-
sured the staff at each of the 
school districts in Wright County 
are doing their best to keep their 
students safe.

The best things parents can 
do to help in any lockdown situ-
ation is to avoid the urge to rush 
to the school to pick up their child. 
The lockdown has been initiated 
with your student’s best interest 
in mind. School staff and local law 
enforcement become very busy 
during these events and having 
parents standing near the entranc-
es and attempting to make entry 
is not only a distraction to them, 
but can also cause increased anxi-
ety for students who may pass by 
those entrances.

Follow the directions of school 
and law enforcement officials and 
monitor OFFICIAL school and law 

enforcement social media and 
press releases – don’t let your emo-
tions be overcome by the social 
media frenzy that develops quick-
ly during these events. School and 
law enforcement officials will pro-
vide information and if necessary 
directions for parents at the ap-
propriate time during any type of 
event. 

Be sure to keep student’s emer-
gency contact information up-
dated and sign up for any alert/
messaging service offered by your 
school district.

The best thing parents can do 
when receiving notice of a lock-
down is to remain calm and WAIT. 

Wait for further information and 
directions from the school and lo-
cal law enforcement.

Avoid going to the school and 
calling the school, teachers or stu-
dents. 

Initiate your own personal 
emergency operations plan based 
on the information you receive.

Talk to your students following 
an incident and reassure them that 
they are safe at school and notify 
school staff of any concerns ex-
pressed by the student.

Finally, I want to thank all the 
school and law enforcement ad-
ministrators and staff for their con-
tinued work in making sure the 
safety of students in our schools is 
a priority.

Regards,
Jim Lester
Emergency Management Coordinator

Parents EXPECT their kids are safe in school. 
Parents EXPECT schools to know what to do in an emergency.

A Letter From Emergency Management Coordinator Jim Lester
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CGD ELEMENTARY  
STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN 
STATE LIVE HEALTHY WALK 

On October 4, our students in 
the CGD Elementary School par-
ticipated in the state of Iowa’s Live 
Healthy Walk.  The walk is part of 
an initiative to get Iowans in all 
99 counties to walk for 30 min-
utes on that day. The students are 
also taught about the importance 
of living a healthy and active life-
style in PE class. 

According to the Healthiest 
State Initiate website, this year 
marked the 3rd year in a row, 
people from all 99 states partici-
pated in the statewide walk.  Our 
walk consisted of students being 
split up into 3 groups based on 
grade level.  Each group walked a 
specific route around the school 
and ended back at the track to 
finish. Once on the track, students 
walked and ran and enjoyed a 
beautiful fall afternoon of activity! 
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EVERYONE CAN LEARN MATH

Learning math is about 
challenging yourself. Many 
students are afraid of making 
a mistake and then tell them-
selves they are not capable of 
learning math.

Practicing math can help 
students to develop a mindset 
that they can grow by making 
mistakes and learning from 
them.

With this mindset, mistakes 
do not have to scare the stu-
dent, but help them look at 
mistakes as learning oppor-
tunities to improve and grow. 
Encourage your students to 
believe in themselves.
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THANK YOU FIRST STATE BANK

Thank you to First State Bank of Clarion for donating magnetic clips to the third grade classrooms!  Each 
student is now able to store their headphones at their own desk.

LEARNING ABOUT FIRE SAFETY 
Mrs. Carpenter & Mrs. Tegtmeyer

Students in four-year-old preschool went on a field trip to the Clarion Fire Station during Fire Safety Week.  
The firefighters showed a short video about fire safety, and talked to the students about 9-1-1, Stop-Drop-Roll, 
and crawl low under the smoke.  The students all had a turn to squirt the fire hose and sit in the firetruck.  The 
firefighter dressed up in his firefighter clothes for the students to see.  At the end of the visit, the firefighters 
gave each student a firefighter hat and a bag with goodies in it.

Thank you, Clarion Fire Department for a great experience.

 Elementary School News - Fire Prevention Week



FIRE PREVENTION WEEK IN 
THE ELEMENTARY

Thank you to the Clarion Fire 
Department for all their time edu-
cating us during Fire Prevention 
Week.  This year the theme for the 
week was “Every Second Counts, 
Plan 2 Ways Out”.  It really rein-
forced why everyone needs two 
ways out of their home and a plan 
so everyone stays safe.  We have 
a plan at school and practice it 
regularly so we stay safe at school 
as well.

This week the firemen hosted 
the 4-year old preschool and 
Prep-Kindergarten classes at the 
fire station.  They welcomed us 
into their fire house, shared an ed-
ucational video, showed us their 
trucks and equipment, let us try 
on the coat, gloves and hat then 
even let us shoot the water from 
the hose.  It was great fun!!!  

The firemen brought a fire truck 
and all their equipment with them 
to school to share with the 3-year 
old preschool classes.  We got to 
see them in coat, gloves, pants, 
and gloves so if we do have a fire 
we won’t be scared because now 
we know they are here to help us.  
Thank you for letting us sit in your 
truck and hear the sirens as well.  

Prior to the week, the Kinder-
garten through 5th grade stu-
dents worked hard to display their 
ideas of the theme – “Every Sec-
ond Counts, Plan 2 Ways Out” on a 
poster.  The firemen had a difficult 
task of then picking 3-4 winners 
from every grade level.  Thank you 
to First Citizens Bank for sponsor-
ing the prizes – the winners each 
earned a free movie pass and a 
free kids fun pack at the movie.  

The winners of the contest are as 
follows:
Kindergarten:
Bridget Warnke, Daily Ordonez, 
Malia Rothman, and Alec Boyken
First Grade:
Nolyn Torrsel, Yandel Sanchez, 
and Drew Smith
Second Grade:
Paisley Lesher, Jackson Hunt,  
Quincy Watts
Third Grade:
Jillian Mewes, Logan Legleiter,  
Emily Sandoval
Fourth Grade:
Ethan Hasty, Morgan Goodell, 
Claire Kirstein

Fifth Grade:
Abigail Samson, Natalie Heiden, 
Candy Salgado

The extra special surprise on 
Friday was four firemen came to 
school to hand out smoke detec-
tors to all our 4th and 5th graders.  
They also stuck around to have 
lunch with many grades – an-
swering questions and getting to 
know some of our students.  We 
loved having them eat lunch with 
us!

Thank you, Clarion Volunteer 
Fire Department, we appreci-
ate all you do for us and our  
community!
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C-G-D’S CHEER CAMP “CHEER SQUAD” 

This is a picture of C-G-D’s Cheer Camp “Cheer Squad”. They performed at the football game on October 13, 
2017. The “Cheer Squad” is a squad that got together on the 10th, 12th, and 13th from 3:30 to 5:00p.m. The 
squad learned some cheers, a dance, and the school’s fight song from cheerleaders and some helpers.

Madison Ingebritson 
5th grade Publicity Team

C-G-D-S
GO FIGHT WIN!
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LEADER IN ME  
PUBLICITY TEAM

By Mrs. Jensen

On Wednesday, October 11, 
2017 the Leader in Me publicity 
team met with Kacey Ginn from 
the Wright County Monitor to 
discuss ways the members could 
help promote the events hap-
pening in our school and share 
them with the community.  Kac-
ey shared with the kids some of 
her criteria she has for what she 
covers and they together brain-
stormed ideas for the upcoming 
months. 

The students who applied and 
were chosen for the publicity 
team are:

Abby Samson

Addie Carlson

Madison Ingebritson

Justin German

Reese Ayala

Hunter Sutton

Christopher Revolorio

Natalie Hively

Junia Woodley

Madison Hively

Autumn Gardalen

Missing for the photo - 

Mathew Solis
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KINDERGARTEN MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

Mrs. Orness’ kindergarten class took time out of their busy schedules to make a difference.  We enjoyed 
making a fall tree painting to share with local care center residents for Make a Difference Day. The paintings 
will be delivered to the residents for decoration and brighten their days.  

MAKE A DIFFERENCE



KINDERGARTEN FUN

Mrs. Ries’ Kindergarten class has been busy work-
ing and playing! Pictured are the kids partaking in 
a leader in me activity about being proactive and 
learning who can be a leader. The kids went fishing 
and brain stormed ways to solve common classroom 
problems, just like Swimmy did in the story “Swim-
my” by Leo Lionni.  We also enjoyed time together 
with our pumpkin exploration science experiment. 
The students discovered what was inside a pumpkin 
after sharing what they already know and what they 
want to know about pumpkins. We also measured 
and weighed pumpkins after estimating their size. 
At the end of the day the kids celebrated their hard 
work by having a Fall Festival party!
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BUTTERFLIES, BUTTERFLIES,  
BUTTERFLIES!

First graders were busy learning about 
the life cycle of the monarch butterfly as part 
of our science.  Each classroom watched and 
recorded in journals as the caterpillars grew 
and changed from a caterpillar into a chrysa-
lis and finally into a butterfly.  Wright County 
Naturalist, Jake Schaben came to help us tag 
and release our butterflies.  It was exciting to 
see them fly away!  We hope someone spots 
our butterflies on their journey south for  
the winter. 
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SYNERGIZE &  
BE PROACTIVE!

On October 11th, the third 
grade kicked-off The Leader 
In Me for the 2017-18 school 
year by Synergizing with Habit 
1- Being Proactive!  In prepa-
ration for this, we did an in-
class lesson about the circles 
of control and no control.  As 
a culminating activity, the stu-
dents actively participated in 
the circles of control and no 
control when given real world 
situations.
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Sarah Kakacek

4th graders were busy creating colorful grocery sacks with inspirational quotes to share with customers at 
Super Foods for their Make a Difference Day project.  
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LEADER IN ME MURAL 

By Madison Ingebritson, 5th grade  
Publicity Team     

  
These students have been working hard on the paintings behind them throughout 2016 and 2017. The 

paintings on the wall are the Seven Habits of the “Leader In Me” program. The “Leader In Me” program is a big 
part of our school since 2016. It helps students to realize how to be a leader and to speak up. Going from left 
to right here are the names of the students, Trevyn Smith (5th grade), Nick Sisson (6th grade), Giselle Perez (5th 
grade), Elliot Ennis (5th grade), Indy Johnson (5th grade), Dietrich Woolley (5th grade), Kassidi Withers (5th 
grade), Jorja Fulk (5th grade).
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What’s Up in the Art Room
by Kaira Downing

This is going to be a long article because I missed the deadline for last month and my students have ac-
complished so much.  So here it goes!

Kindergarten added color to the hallways with their beautiful fall trees! Their “I can” statement was, “I can 
mix primary colors to make secondary colors!”  We watched a fun video that played a song for us to remem-
ber what colors we mix together to make orange, purple, and green. They did a great job and they made 
these without using any brushes! It was all done with their fingers! 
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What’s Up in the Art Room (Continued)
by Kaira Downing

1st grade also dabbled with some paint mixing.  The goal here was just to review how to make the sec-
ondary colors! They started of by painting to primary colors together and then they had to mix where the 
two colors touched!  The next art class we talked about the different shapes of leaves and we worked on 
creating their own! They glued them on to look like they were blowing in the wind! 
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What’s Up in the Art Room (Continued)
by Kaira Downing

3rd grade just finished up their quarter long project, self portraits. Their focus for this lesson was the 
proportions of the face, warm and cool colors, and to show craftsmanship! After a couple days of just focus-
ing on drawing the details of our face, students looked at different pictures of leaves and drew them in the 
background of their paper to look like they were blowing in the wind! 
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What’s Up in the Art Room (Continued)
by Kaira Downing

4th grade learned about mixing tints and shades to create these awesome moonlight backgrounds. 
Each student had to create their own silhouettes. I was blown away with their creativity! Very festive!
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What’s Up in the Art Room (Continued)
by Kaira Downing

5th grade looked at the artwork of Keith Haring. We talked about how he used line to show movement 
and big bold colors. We decided to have a dance party and each student created their own person! They 
blended oil pastel to really make their people pop! I glued all of their artwork together and hung it on the 
walls to really make it look like graffiti!
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What’s Up in the Art Room (Continued)
by Kaira Downing
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What’s Up in the Art Room (Continued)
by Kaira Downing

8th grade was introduced to the Mexican Holiday Dia De Los Muertos! They used paper mache to build 
up their skulls. Each student created their own original designs  adding paint, jewels, and flowers! 
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notes from the Middle school 
and high school  

Music department
By David Ackerman and Tom Klaver

ALL-STATE AUDITIONS  
RESULTS

On Saturday, October 21st, 
two CGDS high school vocal 
students auditioned for the 
All-State Chorus in Hampton: 
Amaya Watne and Max Powers.  
The two students auditioned 
as two solos.  Amaya and Max 
have rehearsed several hours 
with Mr. Ackerman. Although 
Amaya and Max were not se-
lected for the All State Chorus, 
each student learned a great 
deal about musicianship.  Ama-
ya has auditioned for 3 years, 
and Max has auditioned for 4 
years.  “It’s very difficult to au-
dition as a soloist.  Each school 
in Iowa may audition 7 SATB 
quartets.  That’s 28 students.  
When a student auditions in a 
quartet, he/she can hear each 
part in the song.  CGD has had 
quartets audition in the past, 
and when we did, we did quite 
well,” remarked Mr. Ackerman.  
Thank you to Amaya and Max 
for their hard work and dedica-
tion to choral music!!!

NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT 
HONOR CHOIR FOR GRADES 
7-12 AT NIACC

On Monday, Nov. 6th, the 
North Central District of Iowa 
hosts a very large honor choir 
for students in grades 7-12.  

Approximately 600-700 vocal 
students will participate in the 
North Central District Honor 
Choir.  This concert includes 
four honor choirs: 7th/8th 
grade girls’: 7th/8th grade 
boys’: 9th/10th grade mixed, 
and high school students who 
have auditioned for the All-
State Chorus on October 22nd.  

Ticket Policy for NC District 
Honor Choir: Tickets for this 
concert need to be purchased 
online in advance.  Each par-
ticipating student was given 
a sheet with all of the ticket 
information.  Tickets for the 
NIACC gym were SOLD OUT 
as of Tuesday, Oct. 24.  Par-
ents may see the concert  in 
the auditorium by “live feed.”  
Tickets will be available at 
the door for the auditorium 
“live feed” that night for $3.  

7TH/8TH GRADE GIRLS’ 
CHOIR: 

McKayla Johnson, Lillian 
Full, MacKenna Hasty, Brynn 
Smith, Ariana Iafoski, Payton  
DeCoster, Clarissa Hasty, Re-
becca Dean, and Kennedy Trca.

7TH/8TH GRADE BOYS’ 
CHOIR: 

Cale Kirstein, Brandon (Mack) 
Seaba, Thomas Klaver, Joseph 

Bradburn, Izaac Watne, 
Kevin Salgdao, Eli Toomsen, 
Ethan Hurt, and Erick Perez. 

9TH/10TH GRADE MIXED 
CHOIR:  

Madison BIerl, Katherine 
Soenen, Kylie Greenfield, 
Ashtyn DeCoster, Chloe Han-
son, HannahJo Gustafson, Mia 
Toomsen, Sophie Dietz, Maya 
LaRue, Paige Willey, Perla Pa-
dilla, Haylee Fishburn, Alexis 
Maxson, Reed Abbas, and Clin-
ton Miller.  

MIXED CHOIR (STUDENTS 
WHO AUDITIONED FOR THE 
ALL-STATE CHORUS):

Amaya Watne and Max Powers.

CGDHS VOCAL MUSIC  
DEPARTMENT PRESENTED 
“THE SOUND OF MUSIC” 

The CGD High School  
Vocal Music Department 
proudly presented “The Sound 
of Music” on Friday, Nov. 3 and 
Saturday, Nov. 4 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the CGDHS gym. Approxi-
mately 45 high school students 
were involved in the produc-
tion.  This musical recently cel-
ebrated its 50th anniversary 
and many of the songs are very 
familiar.  
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“Do-Re-Mi,” “The Sound of 
Music,” “My Favorite Things,” 
“Climb Ev’ry Mountain,” and 
“Edelweiss” are well-known 
songs from the musical, and 
these songs just make you feel 
good.  

“Thank you for attending this 
musical and supporting our 
young musicians.  The students 
have rehearsed since the 2nd 
week of September.  They were 
so happy to see large crowds 
on both nights of the musical,” 
commented David Ackerman.  
Also, the CGD Music Boosters, 
Lifetouch, and Urness Hardware 
helped sponsor the musical, not 
to mention the financial sup-
port from the school.  The mu-

sical director was David Acker-
man while the drama director 
was Tessa Yackle.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL SELECT 
CHOIR AUDITIONS

On Monday, Nov. 13th, Mr. 
Ackerman will hold auditions for 
the middle school select choir.  
Any middle school student who 
is currently enrolled in choir 
may audition for this group. 

The middle school select 
choir will rehearse EVERY Mon-
day and Thursday morning from 
7:30-8:15 a.m.  Students must 
arrange transportation to the 
school on Monday and Thurs-
day mornings.  This group will 
perform at the March and May 

middle school concerts.  Please 
know that auditions will contin-
ue on Thursday, Nov. 16th. 

HIGH SCHOOL SELECT CHOIR 
AUDITIONS

On Tuesday, Nov. 14th, Mr. 
Ackerman will hold auditions 
for the high school select choir.  
Any high school student who is 
currently enrolled in choir may 
audition for this group.  The 
high school select choir will re-
hearse EVERY Tuesday and Fri-
day morning from 

7:30-8:15 a.m.  This group will 
perform at the March and May 
high school concerts.  Please 
know that auditions will contin-
ue on Friday, Nov. 17th.  

THANK YOU FOR 
SUPPORTING OUR 

MUSIC  
PROGRAMS!





“Sound	of	Music”	Cast	List	
Maria----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Katherine	Soenen	
Mother	Abbess------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Kylie	Greenfield	
Sister	Berthe-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Emily	Rasmussen	
Sister	Margaretta---------------------------------------------------------------------------------Cheyenne	Harle	
Sister	Sophia-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Amaya	Watne	
Captain	Georg	von	Trapp----------------------------------------------------------------------------Carter	Dietz	
Franz,	the	butler----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Zach	Fields	
Frau	Schmidt,	the	housekeeper--------------------------------------------------------------------Sidney	Cross	
Liesl,	age	16---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Ashtyn	DeCoster	
Friedrich,	age	14------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Kaden	Bricker	
Louisa,	age	13---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Meghan	Geary	
Kurt,	age	10-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Gracey	Olson	
Brigitta,	age	9------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Kylie	Klaver	
Marta,	age	7---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Meleah	Johnson	
Gretl,	the	youngest------------------------------------------------------------------------------Jillian	Castorena	
Rolf	Gruber---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Max	Powers	
Elsa	Schraeder---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Madison	Pate	
Ursula-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Jade	LaRue	
Max	Detweier--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Huston	Johnson	
Her	Zeller-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Alex	Carrillo	
Frau	Zeller--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Amaya	Watne	
Elberfeld-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Gavin	Wilson	
Baron	Elberfeld-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Cheyenne	Harle	
Admiral	von	Schreiber-------------------------------------------------------------------------------Juan	Castillo	
Postulant	#1--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Maya	LaRue	
Postulant	#2----------------------------------------------------------------------------------HannahJo	Gustafson	
Postulant	#3---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Jade	LaRue	
	
Nuns,	Party	Guests,	Nazi	Soldiers	
	
SOPRANOS:	Yesenia	Aragon,	Alaina	Friesleben,	Chloe	Hanson,	Madison	Bierl	
	
ALTOS:	Keelin	Whitehead,	Mia	Toomsen,	Haylee	Fishburn,	Brenna	Cross,		
																Alexis	Maxson,	Isabelle	Lowther,	Paige	Willey,		
																Cyndi	Fregoso,	Cassandra	Mendoza,	Mariah	Frye	
	
Piano:	Natalie	Kirstein		 Percussion:	Abby	Kraft	
	
Choreography:	Ashtyn	DeCoster,	Meghan	Geary,	Sidney	Cross,	Max	Powers	
Backstage:	Erica	Boeset,	Jaidyn	Lockwood,	Sophie	Dietz,	Raymond	Boeset,	Madison	Bierl	
Scenery	/	Set	Artist:	Emily	Rasmussen	
Construction:	Carter	Dietz	
Sound	/	Stage	Lights:	Faith	Nelson,	Paige	Nelson,	Max	Powers,	Meghan	Geary	
Spotlights:	Morgan	Middleton,	Shelby	Fink	
Make-Up	&	Hair:	Tori	Etter,	Berta	Alberts,	Maya	LaRue,	Emily	Rasmussen,	Tori	Bailey,	Mariah	Frye,		
	 	 	 Maya	Jackson,	MacKenzie	Goodell	
Thank	you	to	Lifetouch:	posters,	programs,	pictures	
Additional	Sponsors:	CGD	School,	CGD	Music	Boosters,	Urness	Hardware		
Thank	you	to	Heartland	Museum:	Use	of	desk,	chairs	
	
Musical	Director:	David	Ackerman	 Drama	Director:	Tessa	Yackle	
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CGD MS AND ELEMENTARY  
TAG NEWS

By Carter Bridges
CGD Elementary/MS TAG  
Instructor/Coordinator

Our focus this year in MS and Up-
per Elementary TAG is the Culinary 
Arts. Students will read, discuss, and 
write about food and the Culinary 
Arts. They will learn about food safety 
and how to create dishes and meals. 
The students are all very excited to 
learn about food and cooking, as well 
as, eating what they create!

On Friday, September 15th our 
own Dr. Olson came to the 7/8 TAG 
class to demonstrate how to make 
his salsa, guacamole, and hot cream 
cheese recipes. Seventeen 7/8 TAG 
students watched him create his 
dishes. They really enjoyed getting to 
eat his creations!

Dr. Olson returned on Friday, Octo-
ber 6th to have his picture taken with 
the 7/8 TAG students and to sample 
those students who attempted to 
recreate his salsa recipe from mem-
ory. He was impressed with all six of 
the recreated salsa dishes by the 12 
partnered students who accepted the 
challenge. There would have been 
a couple more salsa dishes for the 
contest, but unfortunately, as those 
students confessed, their salsa simply 
disappeared before they could get it 
to school.

In 5th and 6th grade TAG classes, 
students have been learning that sal-
ad is not just a side dish. They learned 
the need to wash their hands and 
keep fingernails trimmed when han-
dling food. They also learned about 
knife safety when using them in the 
kitchen. What they really enjoyed was 
the chance to eat some freshly pre-
pared salad.
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I am planning in the near future 
having TAG students compare dif-
ferent kinds of apples. As cooler fall 
weather approaches, we will learn 
about soups that can warm one’s 
soul. I plan showing them how to 
make my frog-more stew, a warm-
ing dish that is a flavorful boil. 

Upper Elementary TAG students 
will be researching a famous celeb-
rity chef of their choosing and re-
porting about them to their peers. 
MS TAG students will be creating a 
menu for their own cafe. Dr. Olson 
has agreed to come to a 5th or 6th 
grade TAG class and help demon-

strate how to create a pasta dish. 
I’m thinking maybe a great Mac 
& Cheese that uses a roux cheese 
sauce. Yum!

On another TAG news note:

This last June, 2017 thirty-two 
CGD MS and HS TAG students and 
fourteen adult chaperones toured 
Washington DC and New York 
City. We saw many great sites at 
both places. Things like: several of 
the War memorials, including the 
Vietnam War Wall, Arlington Cem-
etery, George Washington’s Home, 
Mount Vernon, several Smithson-

ian Museums, the Statue of Liberty, 
Ellis Island, the 9/11 Memorial and 
Museum, saw the broadway show 
“Cats”, the Empire State Building, 
plus much more. A great time was 
had by all! 

I have begun working on our 
next MS and HS TAG trips for the 
summer of 2019. I am looking into 
a Historic Boston trip for MS TAG 
students and chaperones, and a 
San Francisco trip for HS TAG stu-
dents and chaperones. Both trips 
look to be great learning experi-
ences for our TAG students, and 
should be great fun!
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PEER HELPERS 
GLOW RUN
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PEER HELPERS 
ABOUT TOWN
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NCC LEADERSHIP
RETREAT
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“HAPPIEST GOLFER”
GUEST SPEAKER
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THE ROAD LESS
TRAVELED



SPECIAL OLYMPICS FUN!

On October 19, six CGD 
students competed in Spe-
cial Olympics bowling in Fort 
Dodge. A great time was had 
by all and our students came 
away with some awesome rib-
bons. First place ribbons were 
won by Kelsey Hansch (HS), Jon-
Carlo DeLeon (Elem), Porsche 
Lilly (Elem), and Julie Ordonez 
(Elem). A second place ribbon 
was awarded to Brittany Clagget 
(HS). Rounding it out was Sid-
ney Munoz (Elem) with a third 
place ribbon. The four first place 
recipients will compete at the 
state level November 18 in Des 
Moines. Great job!
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Upcoming events:
 

*1:30pm early dismissals on the following wednesday’s:   
noVeMber 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th. 

*friday, november 23rd & 24th:  no school

HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING!

CGDHS DANCE TEAM GOES TO COMPETITION

Please join us in wishing the CGDHS Competition Dance Team “Good Luck!!”   at the ISDTA 
State Dance Team Competition at Wells Fargo Arena in Des Moines on Thursday, November 
30th!  This year, the 15 member Competition Dance Team will be taking three routines - a Kick, a 
Jazz, and a Lyrical routine.  The Jazz and Lyrical routines were choreographed by CGDHS Dance 
Team Alums Celeste Swanson and Kaylee Smith.  Senior Jordyn Jondle is Captain for the Dance 
Team this year, and Junior Sarah Seaba is the Co-Captain.  The Dance Team is coached by Nikki 
Conlon and has 22 members in all this year, which includes the Performance Team. Best of luck 
at State Competition, ladies!

GOOD LUCK LADIES!


