
Appreciation
This is the time of year when ap-

preciation is shown for our staff and 
board of education.  Administrative 
Professionals Day was April 25th and 
May 9th is National School Nurse Day.  
Teacher Appreciation Day is Tuesday, 
May 8th and May is School Board 
Recognition Month.  We appreciate 
all our staff this time of year and will 
be holding an appreciation recep-
tion Wednesday, May 2nd.  Retirees 
of the Clarion, Goldfield, Dows, Clar-
ion-Goldfield, and Clarion-Goldfield-
Dows School Districts are invited to 
attend the reception as well.  This is 
also when the Golden Apple Commit-
tee identifies Golden Apple nominees 
and presents the Golden Apple Teach-
er of the Year Award.

The reception will be held at 
2:00pm in the high school cafeteria.  
This will follow the regular early dis-
missal time of 1:30pm.

SIA&AC
The district is thankful for the work 

of the School Improvement Advisory 
and Advocacy Committee.  This group 
meets twice per year to address three 
areas, legislative advocacy for schools, 
wellness, and making recommenda-
tions for improvement to the Board 
of Education.  The last meeting of 
the year was held April 25th, with 

19 members attending.  Members 
include Jeremy & Sara Abbas, Tan-
ner Abbas, Jesus Almanza, Duane 
Asbe, Troy Askelsen, Carter Bridges, 
Brenda Carpenter, Maria (Daisy) Car-
rillo, Daniel Chavez, Miguel Angel 
Chavez, Nikki Conlon, Jared Cross, 
Warren & Kara Curry, Jim & Cindy 
Dorn, Cynthia Fregoso, Jeff & Alison 
Friesleben, Maria Gaytan, Katie Grev-
ing, Katie Haberman, Steve & Michelle 
Haberman, Terry and Melissa Hackley, 
Alan & Lisa Hagie, Beth Jackson, Matt 
Jacobsen, Jordyn Jondle, Sarah Ka-
kacek, Lyle & Brenda Kapka, Pastor Bill 
Kem, Kelly Kirstein, Abby Kraft, Colby 
Lienemann, Dave & Annette Odland, 
Bob Olson, Tricia Rosendahl, Pam Sim-
mons-Bailey, Dan Smith, Erik Smith, 
Bill & Lisa Stuck, Nathan Stuck, Billy 
Stuck, Florine Swanson, Mike & Ce-
lina Thompson, Kacey Ginn, and Craig 
Warnke.  These individuals care about 
our students and school and help us 
identify areas needing improvement.  
Thank you for caring and willingness 
to work together to help, “Prepare 
Students Today For Tomorrow”.

Another Snow Day
Is everyone ready for Spring?  The 

district has missed nine days of school 
with a number of late starts and early 
dismissals.  This is one of the worse 
years for weather related cancella-
tions with nine days.  There was one 

year in the past 34 that had eleven 
snow days.  There was only one year 
when no days of school were missed 
due to weather conditions.

Provided there is no more weath-
er-related cancellations, the last day 
of school for students is Friday, June 
1st.  Teachers will continue to work on 
June 4-6.

Summer Meal Program
CGD plans to continue with the 

summer meal program.  This is the 
second year for the program that al-
lows any child eighteen years of age 
or younger to eat lunch at no cost.  
There is no maximum income require-
ment.  All children are encouraged to 
take advantage of this program.

Meals will be served from 11:30am 
to 12:30pm.  Meals will be served at 
four locations.  Locations are CGD 
High School Cafeteria, Clarion Aquat-
ic Center, Dows Swimming Pool, 
and Presbyterian Church in Gold-
field.  Meals will be served June 11th 
through August 3rd, with the excep-
tion of Wednesday, July 4th.

The menu at the satellite sites  
(other than high school) will have 
more variety, with one meal per week 
being a hot meal.  Be watchful for a 
mailer that will provide additional 
information regarding the summer 
lunch program.
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RETIREES FOR 2018:
 
Mary Cero, 22 yrs.

Pam Simmons-Bailey, 21 yrs.

NEW EMPLOYEES  
For 2017-2018: 

Macoy Rohrer,  
resource room teacher

Meg Lingenfelter,  
EL/MS nurse

Jill Smith, MS VB

Flint Boyd, weekend 
housekeeping

Sarah Holmes, EL para

Stacy Tate, EL para

Yanileth Garcia – MS para 

Kim Lund, EL para

Amanda Rink, nutrition

Jessica Hobart, nutrition

Craig Sprain, transportation

Miriam Meinke, HS para

Shanice Lloyd,  
Kindergarten teacher 

Dee Huntley, HS Para

Kelsey Burres, EL Para 

Gary Funnell,  
transport driver

Phyllis Zwiefel, nutrition

Elda Myers, nutrition

Dan Gabrielson,  
wrestling coach 

Denny March, girls golf

Wanda LaRue, nutrition 

Megan Novotny, resource 
room teacher 

Dawn Sherman,  
external para & transport

Gale Draves, nutrition

Donald Field, housekeeping

TENURE PINS:

5 YEARS:   
Jon Dahlke    
 
Alicia Schaben   
  
Logan Holmes   
  
Gloria Johnson   
  
Anne Ries    
  
Cara Odland
Parisha Rosauer-Hamski
Jackie Zeiger

Milissa Zeiger
Tamara EnTin

10 YEARS: 
Lynette Muhlenbruch
Angie Frink
Martha Slagle
Karen Staples
Katrina TerHark

15 YEARS: 
Marla Miller

20 YEARS: 
Jenny Askelsen
Natalie Tegtmeyer

25 YEARS: 
Brenda Carpenter

 School News

         New Employee in April

Donald “Scott” Field, housekeeping
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Earth Day Celebration
Mrs. Ennis

To recognize Earth Day this year, Clarion-Goldfield-Dows 5th grade students participated in a clean up day 
as part of their Science class. Each of the three Science sections headed out to the school grounds, equipped 
with gloves and garbage bags, to work in a designated area in search of trash (and treasure). Many sticks 
were gathered and lots of garbage was collected. Some students even found a few treasures- money, a golf 
ball, some new markers, and even a trailer hitch. The students did an excellent job of beautifying our school 
grounds and enjoyed catching some rays after our long winter!
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Project Jack 
By: Morgan Goodell, Hayleigh Larson, Jocelyn Anderson, Daniel Gomez, Ava Lewis, Claire Kirsten and Ruby 
Coldiron

     Jack Lindaman was a young boy who encouraged everyone to be happy. He passed away in 2010 when 
he was six from spinal muscular atrophy. With money from his memorial, his family began Project Jack which 
encourages children to pay it forward. 

     The Lindaman family along with the REALTOR Foundation of Iowa allows 4th and 5th grade classes to ap-
ply for a $250 grant to found to pay it forward for their own class project. The entire fourth grade class of CGD 
was lucky enough to get the money for the project.

       
Mrs. March’s class:  
We created miniature fairy gardens. We pur-

chased succulent plants, dirt, and colored rocks. 
The students were each asked to bring a mini flower 
pot or a mug. We spent one guidance class creating 
the mini fairy gardens for the Clarion rehabilitation 
and Wellness Center. On April 10th, we will deliver 
the fairy gardens to the rehabilitation and wellness 
center. We enjoyed being a part of this project.

Mrs. Cuellar’s class:
We chose to buy things for the Wright County 

Humane Society, like dog food and all kinds of pet 
toys. After we bought the toys, we made thank you 
cards which we tied to the toys. We thanked the 
people for taking in this pet because it had been 
through a lot. When we dropped off the supplies, 
they had a sweet puppy that we could pet. They 
were really sweet when we went to drop off the 
supplies because they brought us some stuff in re-
turn. We want to say thank you to Project Jack for 
donating us this money!

Mrs. Sido’s class:
For Project Jack, our class bought books and 

Beanie Babies. In class we wrote positive notes to 
attach to the books and Beanie Babies. We brought 
them to the sheriff’s department to give to children 
in need. We had a great time at the sheriff’s depart-
ment. We learned a lot during our tour of the jail. We 
did Project Jack to help other kids.      
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HIGHLIGHTS: Students from Mrs. Cero and Mrs. Jensen’s class “paid it forward” by supplying the hospital with 
baby tie blankets as part of their Project Jack Grant.

Mrs. Thompson’s class delivered and played board games with the folks at Mosaic.  

The elementary is very appreciative to the Realtors of Iowa who make this project possible with their mon-
etary support.
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E4D: Entrepreneur for a Day
5th Grade
Mrs. Ennis

 Over the past month, Clarion-Gold-
field-Dows 5th grade students have had 
the opportunity to learn all about becom-
ing an entrepreneur. Students in Reading 
class were taught about different types of 
propaganda while creating a product to 
advertise. Students in Math class learned 
how to fill out a Cash Flow Statement. Stu-
dents in Social Studies class learned im-
portant business terms and wrote an es-
say about what business they might start 
if given a million dollars. All of these les-
sons lead up to a program called E4D- En-
trepreneur for a Day- sponsored by NIACC 
(North Iowa Area Community College) in 
Mason City. 

 On Thursday April 19, leaders of the 
program came from NIACC to visit our 5th 
grade students, spending an afternoon 
in their classrooms. These leaders taught 
students characteristics of a good leader, 
as well as teamwork skills and ethical busi-
ness practices.

 CGD 5th grade students then trav-
elled to NIACC on Monday April 23 for a 
fun day of activities to conclude the E4D 
Unit. Students were put into small teams 
and asked to design and market the prod-
uct of their choice based on a selection of 
prototypes. Each team member had a dif-
ferent job, and teams were asked to mass 
produce their product using Play-Doh and 
a select few tools, which they were re-
quired to purchase. Students then pitched 
their product to a buyer in order to sell 
them and make a profit. The E4D activity 
was challenging and fun for all teams and 
their members, as they learned to work to-
gether toward a common goal.
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Guest Presenters in 5th Grade

Jim Lester, of the Wright County Sheriff’s Department, 
visited 5th grade students to discuss Internet and Social 
Media Safety. 

Sherri O’Brien, Manager of Clarion First State Bank, did a 
presentation on Financial Literacy/Financial Responsibility 
in the 5th grade classrooms as a lead up to the E4D Unit.

Darren Johnson and Don Kammrad, of Prairie Energy 
Cooperative, visited 5th grade classes with a presentation 
on Electrical Safety.
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5th Grade DARE Graduation
DARE (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) is an education program that seeks to prevent use of controlled 

drugs, gangs and violence. Our CGD 5th Graders have been lucky to have Chief of Police Steve TerHark avail-
able to teach the DARE program this year. On Friday, April 20, we celebrated a year of DARE learning with a 5th 
Grade DARE Graduation ceremony. In the afternoon, Captain Jim Lester presented a learning experience for 
the parents on Social Media Safety. Thank you to Steve and Jim for helping us stay safe!

Congratulations to Madeline Askvig, Christopher Revolorio, and Gabrielle Oppman on being selected as 
the top essay winners in each class.
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What’s Up in the 
Art Room
by Alyssa Bello

For the past 8 weeks I have been 
Mrs. Downing’s student teacher, but 
this past month I have taken over 
the classroom! I thought I would 
share what projects I have done 
with the students.

Kindergarten just finished a unit 
about 2D and 3D concepts. The 
students created a 3D paper col-
lage of spring flowers. Their “I Can” 
statement was, “I can tear and glue 
paper neatly into a 3D collage”.  We 
began talking about what it means 
to be 3D vs 2D and how we can turn 
two dimensional art into a three 
dimensional artwork. We began 
making our 3D flower by creating 
the grass and stems. Each student 
needed to tear strips of paper to 
create 3 stems and grass to fill the 
bottom part of their paper. The stu-
dents put a small dot of glue on one 
end of their strips of paper so that 
the other ends of their paper would 
stick off the paper and curl up, giv-
ing it a 3D effect. After all the stems 
were created we began on the flow-
ers. Each students made 3 flowers, 
each with 6 petals and a center. 
They made their petal just like they 
made their grass, by tearing their 
paper and gluing them down with 
a small amount of glue so the ends 
would curl up.  The students did a 
great job on this lesson, and some 
classes that got done early were 
able to add some bees into their 3D 
spring flowers!

1st Grade is just wrapping up 
a pointillism landscape painting. 
Pointillism is a technique of neo-im-
pressionist painting using tiny dots 

of various pure colors. This lesson 
was inspired by Georges Surat who 
was a French post-Impressionist 
painter. He is noted for his innova-
tive use of drawing media and for 
devising the painting techniques 
known as pointillism. The students 
examined some of his famous art-
works and then began working 
on their own pointillism paintings. 
Their “I can” statement was, “I can 
paint using the pointillism tech-
nique and know the difference 
between warm and cool colors.” 
They created a landscape with hills 
and a sunset in the back ground. 
They used warm colors in the sky 
and cool colors for their hills. They 
painted using q tips so they could 
stamps small dots with the paint 
and create a pointillism painting. I 
loved this lesson and the students 
did an awesome job!

2nd Grade just ended their 
printmaking unit. This lesson was 
inspired by Andy Warhol. Students 
studied his artwork and created 
their own foam stamps to print. 
Students had to carve into foam a 
drawing of their favorite spring/
summer activity. After that they 
took their foam stamps of their 
drawing and stamped them 4 dif-
ferent times in different colors onto 
a piece of paper. Their “I Can” state-
ment was, “I can successfully create 
4 good prints”. The students really 
seemed to enjoy this lesson and I 
had several students in each class 
end up making more prints than 
what was required!

3rd Grade had fun weaving yarn 
bracelets. Students learned about 
artist Porfirio Gutierrez, who is a 
Mexican artisan and advocate spe-
cializing in the weaving traditions 
of Teotitlan del Valle, Oaxaca. After 
a short weaving demonstration 

on the technique students began 
weaving their own yarn bracelets. 
Their “I can” statement was “I can 
successfully weave up to four inch-
es using yarn.” These turned out so 
neat and students were excited to 
wear them once they finished!

4th Grade just finished color-
ing in their radial designs that they 
printed, using stamps they cre-
ated. Each student had to create a 
stamp design that included a geo-
metric shape, organic shape, and a 
line. After that they transferred their 
designs on a 4x4 piece of cardboard 
and outlined their designs in yarn. 
Their “I can” statement was, “I can 
create a yarn print that includes an 
organic and geometric shape.” Af-
ter each student made their own 
stamp we spent a day printing their 
stamps. Students had to print their 
stamps 4 times in a radial design. 
After that students colored in their 
stamps using oil pastels. The oil pas-
tels made their designs vibrant and 
come to life!

5th Grade just began their slab 
clay unit. Students created their 
own fish bowls that included one 
fish, one plant, and a home for the 
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fish. The technique we used to cre-
ate the fish bowls and everything 
inside of them was slab building. 
Their “I can” statement was, “I can 
successfully roll out an even slab on 
clay.” Students were super creative 
with their ideas. Instead of mak-
ing their fishbowls realistic, some 
students included sharks, jellyfish, 
octopus, and other sea creatures! 
They did a great job including lots 
of detail into their slabs of clay. I’m 
excited to see what these will all 
look like once they are fired and 
painted!

6th Grade created ceramic coil 
pots for their last lesson. They 
learned about the ceramic coil 
technique and all the different de-
signs that can be created with the 
technique. Their “I can” statement 
was, “I can successfully roll coils and 
stack them on top of each other to 
create a coil pot.” Each student had 
to have a braided, twist, swirl, and 
snake coil in their pot. Their pot also 
had to be 5 inches tall. With only 4 
class times to work on these, stu-
dents worked hard and met all the 
requirements. After they were done 
building and the pots were fired, 
students had the opportunity to 
glaze their pots.  The 6th grade class 
really impressed me with their hard 
work and their coil pots turned out 
beautiful! 

7th Grade created ceramic tiki 
vases. Their “I can” statement was, 
“I can successfully create a ceramic 
slab vase.” Each students had to 
create a slab vase that had a tiki 
face on it. These turned out awe-
some! With only two days to work 
on these students worked hard and 
were able to add a face to their vase 
that showed emotion. They added 
lots of fine detail to their faces by 
carving into the clay. For the finish-
ing touch they glazed and painted 
their vases!
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 Middle School News 

SCRAP BOOK: PEER HELPERS BRIDGING THE GAP EVENT
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SCRAP BOOK: HOME BASE CHARIOT RACES
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SCRAP BOOK: Lauguage Arts Mock Trial
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SCRAP BOOK: Lauguage Arts Mock Trial
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SCRAP BOOK: Lauguage Arts Mock Trial
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SCRAP BOOK: 6th Grade Goes to the Heartland Museum



 Middle School News 
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SCRAP BOOK: 6th Grade Goes to the Heartland Museum



Large	Group	Contest	for	High	School	Band	and	Chorus	at	Fort	Dodge	(May	5)	
On	Saturday,	May	5th,	the	CGDHS	band	and	chorus	will	compete	at	Large	Group	State	Contest	at	the	Fort	Dodge	
Middle	School,	located	at	800	North	32nd	Street.		The	contest	will	run	as	follows:	concert	band	at	9:45	a.m.	in	the	
auditorium,	treble	clef	choir	at	10:40	a.m.,	bass	clef	choir	at	11:10	a.m.,	and	the	mixed	chorus	at	11:55	a.m.		
in	the	multi-purpose	room.		All	choirs	perform	in	the	multi-purpose	room,	and	all	bands	perform	in	the	
auditorium.		Parents,	relatives,	and	friends	are	encouraged	to	attend	the	contest	and	applaud	after	each	group	
performs.		Admission	price	is	$6	for	adults	and	$3	for	students.		Concessions	will	be	available	throughout	the	day.		
Choir	students	will	wear	their	choir	robes	while	the	band	students	will	wear	their	concert	band	outfits.			
Boys:	remember	black	socks,	black	shoes.		Girls:	remember	nude-colored	hose	and	black	flat	shoes.		The	judges	do	
judge	you	on	your	appearance	and	attire.		If	you	are	unsure	about	what	to	wear,	ask	Mr.	Ackerman	or	Mr.	Wesselink.			
	
Bus	departure	times	for	band	and	chorus:		

The	band	buses	depart	Clarion	at	7:45	a.m.		(Students	should	arrive	early.)	
											 The	chorus	buses	depart	Clarion	at	8:30	a.m.	(Students	should	arrive	early.			
	
CGDHS	Graduation	Concert	(MAY	8)	
On	Tuesday,	May	8th,	the	CGD	High	School	Music	Department	will	present	the	Graduation	Concert	at	7:00	
p.m.	in	the	CGDHS	gym.		It	is	called	the	Graduation	Concert	because	we	honor	the	seniors	who	have	been	
involved	in	chorus	or	band,	or	both.		Featured	groups	are:	concert	band,	jazz	band,	treble	clef	choir,	bass	
clef	choir,	and	mixed	choir.			High	school	chorus	members	begin	vocal	warm-ups	at	6:15	p.m.	while	the	
high	school	band	begins	warm-ups	at	6:45	p.m.		Also,	the	CGD	Music	Boosters	will	serve	refreshments	
immediately	following	the	concert.		The	public	is	invited	to	attend	the	concert,	and	there	is	no	admission	
charge.	
	
CGD	Middle	School	Concert	(MAY	10)	
On	Thursday,	May	10th,	the	CGD	Middle	School	Music	Department	will	present	a	concert	at	7:00	p.m.	in	the	
CGDHS	gym.		Featured	groups	are:	6th	grade	chorus,	select	choir,	7th/8th	grade	chorus,		
6th	grade	band,	jazz	band,	and	the	7th/8th	grade	concert	band.		Students	need	to	report	for	vocal	warm-ups	
and	tuning	of	instruments	at	6:30	p.m.		Students	are	also	reminded	to	wear	dress	clothes	for	the	concert.	
(No	jeans	and	t-shirts,	please.)		This	concert	is	open	to	the	public,	and	there	is	no	admission	charge.			
	
CGD	High	School	Music	Awards	Banquet	(May	15)	
The	CGD	Music	Boosters	plan	to	hold	the	first	annual	awards	banquet	for	all	high	school	band	and	chorus	
students	on	Tuesday,	May	15th	at	6:00	p.m.		The	banquet	will	be	held	at	the	Red	Shed	in	Clarion.		Parents	
are	$5	each,	and	all	high	school	music	students	eat	free.			
	
CGD	Baccalaureate	(MAY	16)	
On	Wednesday,	May	16th,	the	high	school	will	hold	the	Baccalaureate	Ceremony	at	7:00	p.m.	in	the	CGDHS	
gym.		The	high	school	band	and	select	members	of	the	high	school	chorus	will	perform	at	the	opening	
ceremony.		After	that,	awards	and	scholarships	will	be	presented	to	the	seniors.			
	
CGD	Commencement	(MAY	20)	
On	Sunday,	May	20th,	CGDHS	will	hold	their	Commencement	ceremony	at	2:00	p.m.	in	the	CGDHS	gym.		
Both	the	high	school	band	and	chorus	plan	to	perform	at	Graduation.		Band	and	chorus	students	need	to	
be	at	the	high	school	by	1:15	p.m.		Please	wear	dress	clothes	for	this	performance.			
	
	

notes from the Middle school 
and high school  

Music department
By David Ackerman and Tom Klaver
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2018 North Central Conference  
Art Show 

During the second week of April the annual NCC Art Show took place. This art show includes all the schools in the 
NCC Conference; Algona, Clarion-Goldfield-Dows, Clear Lake, Hampton-Dumont, Humboldt, Iowa-Falls-Alden, St. 
Edmond, and Webster City. It is a great opportunity for students to showcase their work and see other artwork 
being created by students their age. Students participated in several activities including a glass bead 
demonstration, guest speakers and artwork judging. 
 
The show rotates to a different school in the conference each year. This year the show took place in Webster City 
at the Webster City High School. Next year the show will be hosted by Algona and will take place at Iowa Central 
Community College.  
 
Students are selected to attend the show through a voting ballot that is sent out a few weeks prior to the show. 
Schools are allowed to bring 15 art pieces. Each school also receives a Judge’s Choice award. This year it was 
awarded to Raven Kinnetz for a portrait of her mother. 
 
Included in this article are pictures of the students’ artwork accompanied by their artist statement. It is easy to 
judge a work of art by its appearance I encourage you to take the time to read what each student wrote about their 
work. I am very proud of all my art students and am looking forward to next year! 
 - Mrs. Walker 

 
Row 1 (Left to Right):  Monic Fonseca (10), Blaire Rasmussen (10),  Lacy Buchanan (10) 
Row 2: Emma Blunk (11), Raven Kinnetz (9), Marah Burkholder (11), Keelin Whitehead (9), Harleigh Blunk (12), Laidyn 
Lockwood (9), Jaqueline Lopez (9), Maya Jackson (12), Jessica Redondo (12), Noelia Meza (11), Amaya Watne (11), Victoria 
Bailey (10), Mrs. Walker 
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Name: Tori Bailey 
School: Clarion-Goldfield-Dows  
Title: “#METOO” 
Medium(s): Charcoal and Acrylic Paint 
Artist Statement:  
I have experienced sexual harassment and 
assault.  I know a lot people who have too. I 
wanted to draw this piece because it is something 
that should be brought to the attention of people 
everywhere because sexual harassment and 
assault is not okay and it shouldn’t be tolerated. I 
want people to feel inspired to stand up to their 
harassers and assaulters. I want people to tell 
their stories on their own time. I want people to 
feel empowered. I want people to know it’s okay to 
feel what you are feeling. It’s not just women who 
are harassed or assaulted it happens to men too. 
My work is about me, coming out of darkness, 
breaking away from chains and living my life how I 
want to. By making this work of art, I can finally let 
go. 

 

 

 

Name: Emma Blunk 
School: Clarion-Goldfield-Dows  
Title: “Forever Divided, Never United” 
Medium(s): Acrylic Paint, Charcoal, Chalk Pastel 
on masonite board 
Artist Statement:  
In this piece I’ve made, I’m aiming for politics and 
homeless veterans. In today’s society, people are 
just too focused on ridiculous things. I struggled 
with this painting a lot, so much to the point that I 
wanted to burn it. Even though I believed I 
couldn’t do it, I had my amazing art teacher by my 
side, pushing me 24/7 to keep going. If it wasn’t 
for her, this piece would have ended up tossed to 
the side to be painted over again. 
In the piece, a Veteran stands and salutes his 
country. While on the right, is a protester with 
signs on the side. These signs are a few of many 
protests that in my opinion don’t matter. 
Homeless vet’s have been a problem for far too 
long. I hope to raise awareness to that problem 
with this piece.  
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Name: Harleigh Blunk 
School: Clarion-Goldfield-Dows  
Title: “From My Rotting Corpse Flowers Will 
Bloom.” 
Medium(s): clay, acrylic paint, glaze, fake flowers, 
and moss. 
Artist Statement:  
Animals and death have been something I’ve 
been interested in for about 7 or so years, 
taxidermy is a little side hobby of mine. Though I 
have not mounted anything I clean bones for craft 
ideas and the skulls for show. An aesthetic of 
mine is tasteful photography of roadkill, how when 
in death they seem so beautiful. Trapped in time. 
Glaze has not been my friend, ever since I took 
my first pottery class. When I first used glaze it 
didn’t turn out at all like I wanted and when I had 
to glaze another piece, I wasn’t happy with the 
outcome. I wanted to glaze this piece but I was 
very nervous, the nose and paw pads didn't turn 
out as expected so I went over them with acrylic. I 
didn’t originally plan on using fake flowers and a 
stand with moss on it, my art teacher Mrs. Walker 
helped bring this idea to life. If not for her I might 
not of even glazed this piece, she has been an 
amazingly supportive and helpful with all my 
projects. 
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Name: Marah Burkholder 
School: Clarion-Goldfield-Dows  
Title: “Life with Perspective” 
Medium(s): Acrylic, watercolor, and origami.  
Artist Statement:  
This piece as a whole is full of interminable 
symbolism using triangular cutouts of watercolor 
paper and vibrant origami cranes to contrast the 
acrylic appearance. Much like its theme, life, it has 
many interpretations. With these cohesive pieces I 
focused on the most outstanding aspects of life.  
The uppermost piece contains symbolism of our 
lives being controlled, much like puppets. We are 
puppets subjected to many things such as racism 
and clear social norms created to keep us in 
stereotypical categories.  
In the middle piece I used axes to represent the 
hardships that everyone has to endure at 
sometime in life. The tree, they are embedded 
into, shows how we protect ourselves from that 
pain only to persevere, grow stronger, and even 
flourish.  
The third part embodies the final stage of 
everyone’s life: death. The most important thing 
from the last painting is life never ceases to 
influence the world.  
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Name: Lacy Buchanan 
School: Clarion-Goldfield-Dows  
Title: “Grace” 
Medium(s): charcoal and oil pastels 
Artist Statement:  
I’ve always been inspired by the movement of 
dancers and ice skaters and more. The challenge 
was that I hadn’t replicated them as I did with this 
piece.  
This was the very first time that I’ve done any 
artwork with charcoal. It was quite challenging at 
first. I was struggling with the amount of product to 
put down, but I adapted to the medium. I now love 
charcoal and I hope to do more projects with it. I 
also used oil pastel, which I can’t stand. It’s 
annoying to blend together so I avoid it. They 
seemed like a good texture for this, so I used 
them anyway.  
I chose this little girl as the subject of this project 
because she is just a jem! Many people have 
complimented my work, but to be real, it’s not my 
work to compliment. It’s the baby’s parents who 
deserve the praise. After all, I only replicated their 
art. 

 

 

 

Name: Monic Fonseca 
School: Clarion-Goldfield-Dows  
Title: “Owl” 
Medium(s): Colored pencils 
Artist Statement:  
In my piece I did an owl that I created with colored 
pencils. The reason why I chose this specific 
animal is because I find them oddly beautiful. I’ve 
always wanted to draw one but had difficulties 
trying. I knew this would be the best opportunity to 
draw an owl and what makes things more exciting 
is doing it with colored pencil. What helped me out 
a lot was to really focus on all the colors in the 
picture. There were varieties of colors that I had to 
put and blend together just to make this piece. I 
find colored pencils difficult to work with. They are 
something I’ve never really considered working 
with because I always thought I was bad with 
them but when I made this piece I felt proud. The 
technique I used is something I am and will be 
working on more. 
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Name: Maya Jackson 
School: Clarion-Goldfield-Dows  
Title: “Post Malone” 
Medium(s): Acrylic paint on canvas  
Artist Statement:  
This piece is a tribute to my favorite singer: Post 
Malone. Inspired by Pop Art, I chose to use 
abstract colors to better capture his personality 
and the vibe his music creates, but I also aimed to 
make him realistic enough to be easily 
recognizable. I chose to use acrylic paint as my 
medium to get vibrant colors and for the benefit of 
being able to mix my own colors to get precise 
shades. The hardest part of creating this piece 
was choosing what colors to put and where. I 
wanted colors you wouldn’t usually put together 
but that didn’t clash horribly. I also wanted spots 
of different colors in places that would be naturally 
shaded or highlighted, as not to just to create a 
mess of colors. Overall, although it was a 
complicated process and I repainted many 
sections to get the colors exactly how I wanted 
them, I am pleased with my depiction of Post 
Malone. 
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*Awarded Judge’s Choice for CGD* 
 
Name: Raven Kinnetz 
School: Clarion-Goldfield-Dows  
Title: “My Favorite” 
Medium(s): Charcoal pencils (Black and white) 
Artist Statement:  
For my piece I did a charcoal portrait of my mom 
with pineapples as the background. I title it “My 
Favorite” and that’s simply because she is my 
mom and we are very close. As I was making this 
portrait I used the grid method and I used a photo 
for my reference. I was able to capture depth by 
using black and white charcoal and by using a 
blending stick. The reason why I chose to draw 
my mom is because I have always wanted to draw 
her and this seemed to be a perfect opportunity. I 
wanted to show her goofy side and with the 
background and facial expression I think I 
captured it. I also had a goal of making it look as 
close to her as it could which in my opinion I did 
pretty well. Overall I’m very proud of this piece 
and I can definitely tell it’s my mom. I spend many 
hours inside the classroom and out and I feel it 
shows in the piece. I enjoyed working with 
charcoal even though it was intimidating but I 
would encourage you and others to try it. :) 
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Name: Jaidyn Lockwood 
School: Clarion-Goldfield-Dows  
Title: “A Different Side” 
Medium(s): Charcoal pencils (black and white), 
Watercolor 
Artist Statement:  
In this piece, I used a grid along with a reference 
picture to draw a portrait of my best friend. I used 
black and white charcoal, as well as watercolor for 
the background. My friend is known for her crazy 
hair so I was excited about picking her for my 
project. I really wanted to challenge myself and 
force myself to step outside of my comfort zone. I 
believed this would help me become a better 
artist. I choose this expression because I wanted 
to show her funny and carefree side. She is often 
very serious and stressed out so I feel a lot of 
people don’t get to see the side of her that makes 
her such an amazing person. I decided to use 
watercolor for my background not only because it 
is one of my favorite mediums but I thought it 
represented her personality. Watercolor reminds 
me of the 70’s era and the hippie movement. This 
was when people were very relaxed and “go with 
the flow” so I believed it fit her perfectly.  She is 
often mellow and very calm. She can easily go 
along with last minute plans and can adapt quickly 
to situations. The reason I chose to use the colors 
of the rainbow was because of her outgoing 
personality. She can be very hilarious and spunky. 
She is the type of person who can always bring 
light to a dark situation, like a rainbow. Overall, I 
am extremely proud of this piece. There are some 
areas I think I could have done better like making 
some of her hair strands stand out more and 
creating a darker shadow around her face but, I 
think I did well on the neck and chin as well as 
blending the watercolor together. I spent many 
hours in and out of the classroom and the hard 
work definitely paid off. I thoroughly enjoyed using 
this medium and I would love to use it again in 
other projects. 
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Name: Jacqueline Lopez 
School: Clarion-Goldfield-Dows  
Title: “The Definition of Me” 
Medium(s): Pencil, Colored Pencils, and Sharpie  
Artist Statement:  
In this piece of artwork I created a still-life using 
different mediums. I chose these objects for my 
still-life because they represent me as a person. 
Each object defines me and makes me unique. 
Out of six items, two were created in contour line 
using a fine tip sharpie, the second two were 
value drawings, and the final two were created 
using colored pencil. Within all these methods I 
had to create the illusion of form and give my 
objects depth. One thing I struggled with was the 
camera strap because it was an abstract pattern 
and the medium I was working with was colored 
pencils, which is a medium I don’t work well with, 
but the end product was better than I expected. 
There was definitely room for improvement, but 
overall it was a lot of fun and I learned a ton of 
things including new techniques.  

 

 

Name: Noelia Meza 
School: Clarion-Goldfield-Dows  
Title: “Innocence Part 2” 
Medium(s): Oil pastel, pencil, charcoal, all used 
on toned paper. 
Artist Statement:  
My theme throughout my art is around social 
issues, depression, culture, loss, and things that I 
find important that maybe not many other people 
think about. In this piece I decided to create a little 
boy holding skittles. It was inspired from the 
Trayvon Martin incident. No matter how old 
someone may be, their caregivers still look at 
them as their child still. This goes for all the 
incidents that have happened in the past and that 
still happen today. To our parents or guardians 
we’re still their little girl or little boy. There was 
quite a few changes I ended up encountering 
along the way but everything came together well 
in the end. Even though I have my own messages 
within my pieces, I like to keep it broad and have 
people interpret it however they think. 
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Name: Blaire Rasmussen 
School: Clarion-Goldfield-Dows  
Title: “September” 
Medium(s): Pencil  
Artist Statement:  
Art is something that is very near to my heart and I 
love to create pieces that I can be proud of. My art 
is most times inspired by my daily life, like this 
piece that is a still life drawing done in pencil. 
While drawing this was a wonderful process, it 
also was a bit of a challenge to try and perfect all 
the different shaped folds of the leather on the 
boot. A blending tool and eraser were definitely 
my best friends while working on this. The 
blending tool not only helped to create more 
realistic shadows, but it helped me achieve the 
smooth finish of the leather of the boot and make 
the pencil look more like a soft material. I chose to 
write the lyrics to “Wake Me Up When September 
Ends” by Green Day because I like to wear the 
shoes in the cool month of September and 
throughout the rest of the fall months. I also 
incorporated the element of value into the 
background by writing the letters in a gradient 
effect. I think that this drawing was a great 
learning experience and time for me to work on 
my skills to improve my art for the future.  
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Name: Jessica Redondo 
School: Clarion-Goldfield-Dows  
Title: “A Friend in Despair” 
Medium(s): Charcoal and Chalk Pastel 
Artist Statement:  
Drawing, painting, sketching is a way to take my 
mind of the stress that’s built up, it makes me feel 
connected to nature and the way it makes me feel 
to make the pencil strokes. The way I recreated 
this image is a simple known way. I gridded my 
paper and observed my reference picture and the 
details closely like where the parts in the shirt 
belonged since it’s very folded.  My inspiration to 
draw this was when my brother was deported my 
friend in this drawing took over a brother like role 
in my life. He made me feel safe, he felt like a 
brother to me and became that role in my life 
when I needed someone most.  
His eyes are a bit open to show the element of 
surprise. It’s saying how surprising it is to get to 
know someone and to become so close to them 
even from the other side of the world. While I was 
doing this project I had left it half done inside a 
cardboard portrait carrier and the janitor thought it 
was trash cardboard and threw my artwork away! 
When I had realized where I left it, the trash truck 
had already took it. I had to start completely over 
but I sucked it up and started all over again and 
finished it by the deadline which was one week 
ahead when I already had about  3 weeks working 
on it, so all the work I had done in three weeks I 
got done and much more in just a week’s time I 
embraced this challenge. How I started off with my 
first drawing made me change my way of starting 
to add value in my second. In my drawing this is 
someone who means family to me even if we're 
not blood related. Family are those who are there 
for you who and show interest because 
sometimes not even family is like that and that's 
what Noel had done for me. He has showed me 
the sibling importance I am to him. 
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Name: Amaya Kae 
School: Clarion-Goldfield-Dows  
Title: “Am I Next” 
Medium(s): Charcoal and Acrylic 
Artist Statement:  
My favorite art material is charcoal so I wanted to 
practice my control and value with it during this 
project. I also wanted to express a message I feel 
very strongly about. My inspiration for this project 
came from a documentary I watched called 
“Thirteenth” which is about the intense amount of 
incrimination of Black Americans. The man in this 
piece has a sign above him saying, “AM I NEXT?” 
which the viewer can decide what it’s about. There 
are different ways to interpret the sign. The man is 
also holding up his arms in surrender. I wanted 
this to be a big part, the surrendering arms. 
Overall, I am very proud of myself. I feel that after 
this piece that I have grown a lot as an artist. This 
piece for me was about overcoming my fear of 
failure. I am always scared of failing or criticism, 
but I made sure to persevere and keep my head 
up. I am also proud of the detailing I have done on 
the man.  

 

 

Name: Keelin Whitehead 
School: Clarion-Goldfield-Dows (student) 
Title: “A Day in My Shoes” 
Medium(s): Pencil, colored pencil, and Sharpie 
Artist Statement:  
This piece of artwork is probably the best on that I have 
ever done, and I love everything about it so much. I love 
working with both pencil and colored pencil, and they 
are both in my art piece. I got to really express myself 
through this piece as well because it really shows 
several things that describe me well. For instance, I 
chose the cowgirl boot because from a distance it looks 
plain, but when you get close and really get to know it, 
you see all the details. I chose the cup simply because I 
love coffee. The T-shirt is from a camp I went to over 
the summer, that impacted my life in a good way. The 
rose, jewelry, and the design of the cup all show that I 
love things that are elegant. I included the book 
because I love to read. And last but not least, the truck 
is to symbolize that i will go the extra mile for anyone.  
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Special Olympics
The last couple of months have 

been a little crazy, in a great way, 
for Special Olympic participants. 
During the month of March, we 
had 6 athletes travel to Iowa City 
for state competitions in Basket-
ball Skills and Cheerleading. Brit-
ney Clagett participated in the 
Skills competition placing 5th out 
of 8. Our Cheer team consisted of 
Addison Carr, Porsche Lilly, Jas-
mine Teran, Julie Ordonez, and 
Sydney Munoz. These competitors 
brought home silver medals in the 
cheer competition. 

In April, a large group of athletes 
traveled to Fort Dodge to compete 
in area Track and Field events. We 
had 11 students compete with 8 
advancing to the state Summer 
Games in Ames on May 17 and 18. 
We also had one student that was 
given the honor of carrying the 
Special Olympics flag for Open-
ing Ceremonies, that student was 
Kelsey Hansch. Along with Kelsey, 
competitors were Addison Carr, 
Mercedes De Leon, Calista Briggs, 
Jasmine Teran, Porsche Lilly, Jon-
carlo De Leon, Sydney Munoz, 
Chance Mittan, and Julie Ordonez. 
The athletes competed in many 
different events such as the stand-

ing long jump, softball throw, ten-
nis ball throw, 100 meter dash, 50 
meter dash, 30 meter motorized 
straight, 25 meter walk, 400 meter 
race walk, and the 30 meter motor-
ized slalom. 

We look forward to the state 
Summer Games and want to wish 
everyone the best of luck as our 
season winds down. A special 
thank you to the parents of the 
participants, the athletes and all of 
the help I have had from everyone 
involved this year. What a great 
year it has been!

Sonia Vinsand
Head Coach Special Olympics
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August 1 2 3 0.00 Aug 6-7 Registration (Monday=12:00PM-6:00PM; Tuesday=9:00AM-1:00PM)
6 7 8 9 10 0.00 0.00 Aug 16 & 17 New Teacher Orientation

13 14 15 16 17 0.00 0.00 Aug 20-22 Teacher Workdays/PD, 1 State PD; No School
20 21 22 23 24 2.00 2.00 2 1 14.27 Aug 23 Elem/MS Conferences 8:30-6:00
27 28 29 30 31 5.00 7.00 45.27 HS Classes 8:30-2:00 & Open House 2:00-6:00

Aug 23 Classes Begin
September 0.00 7.00 45.27 Sept 3 Labor Day, No School

3 4 5 6 7 4.00 11.00 1 69.80 Sept 17 Professional; No School (Non-Contract, State PD Compensated)
10 11 12 13 14 5.00 16.00 100.80 Oct 26 End 1st Quarter, (45 days)
17 18 19 20 21 4.00 20.00 1 125.33 Nov 6-8 Parent & Teacher Conferences & Prep (Dismiss @ 2:00)
24 25 26 27 28 5.00 25.00 156.33 Nov 22 & 23 Thanksgiving Vacation; No School

Dec 21 Christmas Vacation (Early dismissal @ 2:00)
October 1 2 3 4 5 5.00 30.00 187.33 Jan 3 Classes Resume

8 9 10 11 12 5.00 35.00 218.33 Jan 9 End 2nd Quarter, (45 days)
15 16 17 18 19 5.00 40.00 249.33 Jan 11 PD/Workday; No School
22 23 24 25 26 5.00 45.00 280.33 Mar 19 End 3rd Quarter, (45 days)
29 30 31 3.00 48.00 303.07 Mar 26 Parent & Teacher Conferences & Prep (Dismiss @ 2:00)

Mar 27 & 28 Parent & Teacher Conferences (Dismiss @ 2:00)
November 1 2 1.00 49.00 1 316.00 Apr 19-22 Start Easter Break: No School

5 6 7 8 9 5.00 54.00 349.87 Apr 23 Classes Resume
12 13 14 15 16 5.00 59.00 380.87 May 1 Employee & Board, Retiree Appreciation (Early Dismissal)
19 20 21 22 23 3.00 62.00 1 398.93 May 15 Seniors' Last Day
26 27 28 29 30 5.00 67.00 429.93 May 19 Commencement

May 27 Memorial Day
December 3 4 5 6 7 5.00 72.00 460.93 May 23 End 4th Quarter (45 days) (Dismiss 2:00)

10 11 12 13 14 5.00 77.00 491.93 May 24 Workday; No School
17 18 19 20 21 5.00 82.00 521.60

24 25 26 27 28 0.00 82.00 1 521.60

31 0.00 82.00 521.60 Snow Makeup Days:  May 24, 25, 29, 30, 31, June 1, 4, etc.
Accumulative Days Per Quarter

January 1 2 3 4 2.00 84.00 1 534.53 1st Quarter 45
7 8 9 10 11 4.00 88.00 1 559.07 2nd Quarter 90

14 15 16 17 18 5.00 93.00 590.07 3rd Quarter 135
21 22 23 24 25 5.00 98.00 621.07 4th Quarter 180
28 29 30 31 4.00 102.00 645.60

Early Dismissal: Curriculum. PD & P/T Conferences: 2:00 PM
February 1 1.00 103.00 652.07

4 5 6 7 8 5.00 108.00 683.07 Professional Development Day: No Classes (CGD PD Blue)
11 12 13 14 15 5.00 113.00 714.07

18 19 20 21 22 5.00 118.00 745.07 Professional Development Day: No Classes (State PD Red)
25 26 27 28 4.00 122.00 769.60

Workday: No Classes
March 1 1.00 123.00 776.07

4 5 6 7 8 5.00 128.00 807.07 Early Dismissal: Prior to Vacations: 2:00 PM
11 12 13 14 15 5.00 133.00 838.07

18 19 20 21 22 5.00 138.00 869.07

25 26 27 28 29 4.00 143.00 1 902.93

Holidays
April 1 2 3 4 5 5.00 148.00 933.93

8 9 10 11 12 5.00 153.00 964.93 Noncontract; No Classes
15 16 17 18 19 4.00 157.00 989.47

22 23 24 25 26 4.00 161.00 1014.00

29 30 2.00 163.00 1026.93

May 1 2 3 3.00 166.00 1044.83

6 7 8 9 10 5.00 171.00 1075.83

13 14 15 16 17 5.00 176.00 1106.83

20 21 22 23 24 4.00 180.00 1 1131.37

27 28 29 30 31 0.00 180.00 1 1131.37
Hours

June 3 4 5 6 7 180.00 1131.37 - 1080

10 11 12 13 14 180.00 51.37
180.00 5 6 2 193.00 7.94 Board Approved March 12, 2018Extra Days

Parent-Teacher Conference Schedules

Day 0
Staff Conferences

Day 1
Teacher Prep Time
Parent Conferences

Day 2
Teacher Prep Time
Parent Conferences

2:00 - 4:00

2:00 - 3:00
3:00 - 6:00

2:00 - 3:00
3:00 - 8:00

2:00 - 4:00

2:00 - 3:00
3:00 - 6:00

2:00 - 3:00
3:00 - 8:00

Fall Conferences Spring Conferences


