
Public Trust
The public expects school dis-

tricts to be good stewards of build-
ings, grounds, and large equipment 
such as buses and technology.  This 
requires annual expenditures of be-
tween $1.3 and $2 million dollars.  
Technology expenditures for iPads 
and laptops for students and staff as-
sociated with the district’s one-to-one 
program in grades 3-12, account for 
over $300,000 every year alone.

There was an old Fram oil filter 
commercial that would state, “You 
can pay me now or pay me later”.  
The Clarion-Goldfield-Dows School 
District historically uses the Physical 
Plant and Equipment Levy (PPEL) and 
One-Cent Sales Tax (SAVE) revenue to 
pay for large projects every year, ap-
proved by the Board of Education.  
Possible projects are identified and 
ranked from the most urgent projects 
to less pressing projects.  This has in-
cluded roof replacement, boiler re-
placement, high school parking lot, 
tuck-pointing, gymnasium floor re-
finishing, track resurfacing, and play-
ground equipment.

The district has also used the PPEL 
repay general obligation bonds and 
SAVE to repay revenue bonds used 
for geothermal heating and cooling 
in the north wing of the high school, 
bringing the locker rooms into com-
pliance with federal regulations asso-
ciated with Title IX, adding a new art 
room, pottery studio, wrestling room, 
and remodel areas to provide a class-
room and two computer labs.  None 
of these improvements required a 
bond issue.

Some school districts elect not 
to take care of facilities in this man-
ner and ask the public to pass large 
bond issues for projects to repair and 
improve existing facilities neglected 
over time.

There are times when bond issues 
are necessary for new large facilities.  
There have been two since 1993, one 
for $1.35 million dollars and one for $4 
million.  The first was used to demol-
ish a 1913, three-story building that 
would have cost more than building 
new.  It was also used to add a new 
library, multipurpose room, and com-
puter labs.  The larger issue was used 
to renovate the middle school, add 
a new middle school addition, com-
plete geothermal heating and cooling 
at the high school, renovations, and 
new library and classrooms.  The PPEL 
is being used to reduce the tax rate 
levy associated with this project to be 
no more than 55 cents per thousand.

There has been some confusion 
regarding the renewing of the PPEL.  
Some believe that if the district does 
not approve renewal, the funding will 
continue.  That is not true.  If the PPEL 
is not renewed, funding will stop and 
the facility repair will be postponed, 
one-to-one iPad and laptop pur-
chases not replaced on the current 
replacement schedule and limit the 
ability of the PPEL to be used to re-
duce the tax rate associated with the 
$4 million-dollar bond issue.

The district is seeking to restore the 
PPEL rate to $1.34 used in the Clarion-
Goldfield School District prior to re-
organization in 2014.  Some believe 
if the election failed, the district PPEL 

tax rate would remain at 67 cents.  
This isn’t true.  If the PPEL renewal 
fails, there will be no PPEL funding.

With Prestage anticipating opera-
tion beginning in November 2018, 
PPEL will be more important than 
ever.  There are questions regarding 
how many students will come to CGD 
because of Prestage.  An impact study 
was done that identified among oth-
er things, estimated how many new 
students will attend area school dis-
tricts.  The study predicted that 1,700 
students will be coming to the area.  
How many new students come to 
CGD is unknown because it is largely 
dependent upon available housing.  
There are serious discussions con-
cerning new housing projects in the 
district, but it is unknown how many 
and when students will attend CGD 
associated with these projects.  The 
PPEL would provide funding to help 
the district address the unknown.

The district will ask district patrons 
to renew the PPEL on February 6.  Poll 
hours will be expanded to better ac-
commodate voters and remain open 
until 8:00pm.  Absentee ballots are 
also available for anyone unable to 
vote in person and for voter conve-
nience.  It is hoped that these changes 
will result in better voter participation 
than last September.

If individuals have any questions 
or community groups are interested 
in having a speaker attend meetings 
and answer questions, contact Dr. Ol-
son.  The phone number of the district 
office is 515-532-3423, option 4.
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 Elementary School News

Box Fun in Preschool!!

Students in Mrs. Carpenter’s 4 year old preschool 
classes did a box unit.  Students brought boxes  from 
home to use in the classroom.  Students told what 
they knew about boxes.  We talked about what 
boxes are made of, what can you use boxes for, 
and  things that come in boxes.  We also discussed 
something special we received in a box.  We sorted 
boxes, stacked boxes and talked about top, middle, 
and bottom.  Students practiced wrapping boxes at 
the wrapping center and even played with different 
boxes at the block center.



 Elementary School News

Accountabilibuddies at CGD Elementary

CGD Elementary students are valued leaders.  They serve as role models and helpers for others.  The Ac-
countabilibuddies program is a way for student pairs or trios from different grades to develop leadership in 
themselves while nurturing leadership in others.  Over time, Accountabilibuddies will develop close relation-
ships and encourage each other to achieve their potential.  

In December, Accountabilibuddies kicked off with an activity to get to know one another.  Students trav-
eled around the school to meet their new buddies.  They interviewed each other and entered the results in 
the Word Salad app.  They worked together to complete the task and problem solve as they learned a new 
app.  All of the students demonstrated leadership in a kind and caring manner.
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Habit 2: Begin With an End in Mind

Students in Mrs. Carpenter’s  4 year old preschool classroom have been working on Habit 2 of Leader in Me.  
We started with a big box and our goal was to tun it into a gingerbread house.  We discussed ideas of how 
we would need to transform the box into a gingerbread house.  The students, painted, colored, and cut out 
decorations to put on the gingerbread house.  The students finished the house and they are enjoying reading 
books in it.  This was a fun activity to work on in class. 
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December in the Prep-K Room

Katie Stundahl and Stacy Tate

December has been a busy one for our friends in 
Prep-K. We started off the month with caroling at 
First State Bank in Clarion then loaded the bus and 
drove cross-county to the Eagle Grove branch. Later 
in the month we came to school in our pajamas and 
reenacted some of our favorite bedtime stories. After 
reading The Gingerbread Boy and other gingerbread 
stories we decided to make our own. Wouldn’t you 
know it he ran all over the school. We finally caught 
him in our classroom and he was delicious! Santa 
took a break from his busy schedule and stopped by 
to see what we wanted for Christmas. We ended the 
month with a Christmas party and school sing along. 
It was a month full of adventure and excitement!
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Santa Visits  
Preschool Classrooms

By Diana Kreitlow

Santa Claus was making a list and 
checking it twice. He found that 
all of our preschoolers have been 
very nice!  He joined the children 
in singing Jingle Bells and We 
Wish You a Merry Christmas. Santa 
brought smiles to all the children’s 
faces as he put down his red sack 
to joint them in a dance called, 
The Reindeer Hokey Pokey.   



 Elementary School News

Sing-a-long in the  
Elementary

The Elementary students and 
staff gathered together before 
Christmas break for a sing-a-long.  
We love being in the multi-pur-
pose room singing together.  This 
year we even got to recognize 
Tom Simmons before he retired!!  
Thank you, Tom – you have been 
a great support for us over the 
years!  We will miss you!!!
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Third Graders SKYPE with 
Tomie dePaola

Throughout the past month, 
the third graders started to ex-
plore a well-known children’s 
author and illustrator, Tomie 
dePaola. Students read and 
explored many of his differ-
ent books, poems, and illustra-
tions. They were asked to gen-
erate questions about different 
elements of his work and about 
being an author and an illustra-
tor. After questions were com-
piled, the entire third grade 
participated in a personal SKY-
PE session with the famous au-
thor where they learned a little 
about him and what he does 
and were able to ask many of 
their personal questions. He 
also shared a little about some 
of his new books that will be 
coming out. This was a great 
experience and enjoyed by all. 
Tomie dePaola had a wonder-
ful message for the students 
and adults. He encouraged stu-
dents to read aloud to anyone 
and everyone to help improve 
reading skills and to spread the 
joy of reading. In addition, he 
encouraged all of us to learn 
to love to read because if so,  
we can learn anything and  
everything!

 Elementary School News



Thank you to Imogene Wigg and the Clarion VFW Auxiliary.  Once again they sponsored a writing contest for 
our 3rd, 4th and 5th graders around Veteran’s Day.  Each grade had a different topic with the top three places 
being named.  Congratulations to all who participated!  
The winners were as follows:

5th Grade – What Patriotism Means to Me:
1st place – Ellie Ennis 
2nd place – Caleb Seaba
3rd place – Maddie Askvig

4th Grade – Why Should We Thank our Veterans:
1st place – Ruby Coldiron
2nd place – Cole Schnittjer
3rd place – Jacqueline Kirstein

3rd Grade – I Love America Because:
1st place – JD Morrical
2nd place – Zakk Coyle
3rd place – Silas Lantzky
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VFW Veteran’s Day
Writing Contest

Winners



 Elementary School News

Tech Week

December 4-8 was Tech Week in the elementary building. K-5 teachers incorporated Reading, Math, and 
Writing lessons using a digital portfolio tool, Seesaw. This tool can allow parents and guardians to see what 
their children are doing in the classroom and they can also like and comment on student work. Throughout 
the week, K-5 students were also given the opportunity to complete coding challenges using the Dash and 
Dot robots. 3-5 Challenges included: 

Task 1: Dash on Snow Patrol, students programed the robot to collect the snow into the desired area. 
Task 2: Complete a Square, students used angle measures and line segments to code a square. 
Task 3: Robo Bowling, students were able to see how many pins Dash could knock down in a frame. 
K-1 Challenges Included: 
Using the Path app to draw Dash’s path to collect snow into the desired area. Students also were able to 

draw a shape and watch the robot form the shape they created. 
These activities pushed students to use their teamwork and problem-solving skills while enjoying  

the challenge. 
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Holiday Concerts

On December 12th, the 1st, 4th, and 5th 
grade classes presented their holiday con-
cert.  The students sang well and had a great 
time performing for family and friends.  Mr. 
Greenfield and the students would like to 
thank all those that attended the concert.  
It was a wonderful way to usher in the holi-
days with the CGD community.

On December 14th, the Kindergarten, 
2nd, and 3rd grade classes performed 
their holiday concert.  For the kindergarten 
students, this was their first ever concert!  
While the nerves were running high, they 
had a blast and are ready for their next con-
cert in May.  The 1st, 4th, and 5th grades 
will have their spring concert May 1st and 
the Kindergarten, 2nd, and 3rd grades will 
have their spring concert May 3rd.

A short note on concert etiquette:  
Please remember the students work very 
hard in preparing for their concert.  In or-
der to make concerts a positive experi-
ence for all those involved, please turn cell 
phones to silent, refrain from talking dur-
ing performances, and stay until the end of 
the concert.  The kids notice the actions of 
the audience such as texting and talking.  
They are genuinely excited to perform but 
are disappointed when they don’t have 
the attention of the audience.  Thank you 
again for attending the concerts and your 
continued support of the CGD music pro-
gram.

On December 15th, Mrs. Smith’s 3rd 
grade and Ms. TerHark’s 2nd grade per-
formed at First Citizens Bank.  The students 
performed selections from their recent 
concerts and were welcomed by a warm 
audience.  Thank you to the parents that 
attended and First Citizens Bank for the op-
portunity to sing in the community.
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notes from the Middle school 
and high school  

Music department
By David Ackerman and Tom Klaver

CGD High School Vocal  
Students to Participate at 
Dorian Vocal Festival

On Sunday, January 14th and 
Monday, January 15th, five CGD 
High School vocal students will 
participate in the Dorian Honor 
Choir at Luther College in Dec-
orah, Iowa: Amaya Watne (so-
prano), Meleah Johnson (alto), 
Gracey Olson (alto), Carter Dietz 
(bass), and Juan Castillo (bass). 
The Dorian honor choir is the 
largest in the United States, 
boasting 1,100 high school vo-
calists from five states. 

One of the selections the 
students will be singing is en-
titled “Please Stay.” This song 
has gained national attention as 
being one of the premier songs 
to address suicide and to give 
students advice and guidance 
when they are depressed and 
they think nobody cares.  There 
are many powerful statements in 
this song, and it speaks straight 
to the heart.  Jake Runestad, age 
31, is a young composer of our 
time.  He has written many in-
spirational songs that have been 
used at All-State and many hon-
or choirs throughout the United 
States.  

The Grand Concert is slated 
for Monday, January 15th at 
7:00 p.m. in the Center for Faith 
and Life.  Tickets are very limited 
for this event.  However, there 
is supposed to be a live feed 

available on the Luther College  
website.  

Meistersinger Honor Choir 
(Wartburg College) 

On Sunday, January 21st d 
and Monday, January 22nd two 
CGD High School vocal students 
will participate in the Meisters-
inger Honor Choir at Wartburg 
College in Waverly, Iowa:  Chey-
enne Harle (soprano) and Max 
Powers (bass).  The Meistersing-
er honor choir includes approxi-
mately 250 high school vocal-
ists from Iowa and surrounding 
states. Dr. Lee Nelson, director 
of choral activities at Wartburg, 
is the primary director for Meis-
tersinger honor choir.  A concert 
is planned for Monday, January 
22nd at 7:30 p.m. in Neumann 
Auditorium.  Admission is $10 
for adults and $5 for students. 

5th/6th Grade Honor Choir
On Thursday, January 11th, 

Denis Greenfield and David Ack-
erman plan to begin rehears-
als for the 5th/6th grade honor 
choir.  Eight students from 5th 
grade and eight students from 
6th grade will be selected for 
this choir.  As for the 5th grade, 
Mr. Greenfield will hold audi-
tions for the 5th grade spots in 
the honor choir after the holiday 
break.   Mr. Ackerman will select 
eight 6th grade students from 
his middle school select choir.  
Rehearsals will be EVERY Tues-

day and Thursday from 3:30-
5:00 p.m.  

The North Central District 
Honor Choir concert is sched-
uled for Thursday, February 22n 
at 7:00 p.m. in the NIACC Audi-
torium in Mason City.  Approxi-
mately 300 students from north 
central Iowa will participate 
in this honor choir.  THE TICK-
ET POLICY IS NEW THIS YEAR.  
TICKETS WILL NEED TO BE PUR-
CHASED ONLINE IN ADVANCE.  
Further information about or-
dering tickets will be distributed 
to the involved honor choir stu-
dents directly.  

2017-2018 Middle School  
Select Choir

Mr. Ackerman is pleased to 
announce the middle school 
select choir for the 2017-2018 
school year.  This choir rehearses 
EVERY Monday and Thursday 
morning from 7:30-8:15 a.m. 
and is scheduled to perform 
at the March and May middle 
school concerts.  

SOPRANOS: Payton DeCoster, 
Kennedy Trca, Madison Watson, 
Yuridia (Judy) Almanza, 
Aysa Lyons, Sawyer Morrical, Bi-
anca LaRue, Emma Eekhoff, 
ALTOS: Joe Bradburn, Izaac 
Watne, Aidan Cross, Reed 
Reiland,
Rylee Coyle, Nick Sisson, Avigail 
Espinoza, Liam Whitehead

 Middle & High School News



 Middle School News

Tri 1 CGD Middle School Honor Roll 2017/2018

Clarion Goldfield Dows Middle School would like to recognize the following students that attained the honor 
roll for Tri 1.  Student’s on the A Honor Roll have maintained a grade point average of 3.67 or higher.  Student’s 
on the B Honor Roll have maintained a grade point average of 3.0 to 3.66.  Congratulations on a job well done.

8th grade A Honor Roll: 
Brooke Askelsen, Tyson Berning, Nick Carpenter, Cael Chase, Emily Christensen, Joanna Duran, Emma 
Fishburn, Lillian Fulk, Paige German, Thane Jackson, Nikki Kapka, Jacob Moore, Devin Morales, Kaylynn 
Nelson, Coady Olson, Olyvia Olson, Eugene Rasmussen, Garrett Seaba, Connor State, Delia Swanson, 
and Tristan Vinsand.

8th grade B Honor Roll:
Lauren Brooks, Jaxon Carpenter, Rebecca Dean, Rillie Elston, Landon Feske (Olson), Elic Fjetland, Aidan 
Harrington, McKayla Johnson, Maria Jose Vicente-Juarez, Thomas Klaver, Kennedy Lee, Jadyn Nelson, 
Levi Rasmussen, Karina Torres, Summer Traub, and Raven Welsh.

7th grade A Honor Roll: 
Randi Anderson, Jackson Beisel, Luke Brownell, Owen Coldiron, Matea Conlon, Payton DeCoster, Da-
lia Gaytan Moreno, Clarissa Hasty, MacKenna Hasty, Cale Kirstein, Lexie Lane, Karlee Lehman, Brandon 
Mack Seaba, Brynn Smith, Owen Tew, and Kennedy Trca.

7th grade B Honor Roll: 
Monica Arroyo, Porter Chase, Preston Gardner, Madyson Hennigar, Cain Hird, Ethan Hurt, Ariana Iafoski, 
Jacob Ingebritson, Emma State, Eli Toomsen, and Ethan Traub.

6th grade A Honor Roll: 
Yuridia Almanza, Cassidy Anderson, Adalyn Askelsen, Austin Bierl, Paige Brooks, Mitch Christians, Rylee 
Coyle, Wyatt DeCoster, Emma Eekhoff, Aysa Lyons, Gabrielle Egland, Avigail Espinoza, Aubrie Fishburn, 
Sydney Friesleben, Julia Gardner, Derrick Henderson, Elizabeth Hodson, Colin Kirstein, Bianca LaRue, 
Jeffrey Leal, Aysa Lyons, Sophia McLaughlin, Ellie Mewes, Joshua Moore, Sawyer Morrical, Carson 
Nesheim, Tania Pardino, Ismael Perez, Reid Reiland, Madelynn Schmitt, Ashley Sikyta, Nicholas Sisson, 
Liam Snyder, Jaydan Sorensen, Lynzie Sturgeon, and Madison Watson.

6th grade B Honor Roll: 
Bailey Boll, Aidan Cross, Kersin DeLaTorre, Ulices Frias, Alvaro Garcia, Diego Gonzales, Chelsea Grand-
george, Caden Hankins, Pixie Hart, Coltan Hurtado, Austin Isaacson, Juan Jimenez, Gabriel Lesher, 
Devon Michalek, Emalyn Nel, Noah Ramos, Alaina Senger, Ella Tew, Jeffrey Turcios, Kehra Vinsand, April 
Viruete, and Zoey Waddingham.
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 High School News

Welding Success!
We have talented individuals 

in our Welding class.  These are 
a few of our students who have 
shown a little extra work makes 
a nice looking project.   Now  
for them to put on the finishing 
touches.  

Nice work  
Welding  

students!
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#CGD Art Attack now up in the high school cafeteria! 

#CGDArtAttack instructions: 
Please help us spread encouragement in our school and community.
 Advanced Art students made these mini artworks to spread love, encouragement and hope.  

Take a card for you. 
Take one for a friend. 

PRIZE: 
Tweet or post on Instagram the cards you chose with the hashtag #CGDArtAttack

Tag Mrs. Walker’s Twitter - MakeArtChoices or Instagram CGDVisualArts for your chance to win -  you will be 
entered into a raffle to win 100 points for your class on the points board in the library and a secret prize. 

Anyone can participate including staff and community members.











Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Dec 31

Christmas Break,
NO SCHOOL

Jan 1
Christmas Break, NO

SCHOOL

2
Christmas Break, NO

SCHOOL

3
Classes Resume

4 5 6

7 8
CGD Board Meeting

9 10
1:30 p.m. Early Out -

Professional
Development

11
End 2nd Quarter

(pending snowdays)

12
NO SCHOOL

13

14 15 16 17
1:30 p.m. Early Out -

Professional
Development

18 19 20
District Large

Group Speech Contest
in Hampton

21 22 23 24
1:30 p.m. Early Out -

Professional
Development

25 26 27
HS Science Bowl

28 29 30 31
1:30 p.m. Early Out -

Professional
Development

Feb 1 2
4th Grade to Blanden

Art Museum

3
State Large Group

Speech Contest
Middle School

Dance

JanUary Calendar

This District calendar is available at the school’s web site,  
www.clargold.org.  

You can access this and other calendars of events there.
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