
IT’S COMPLICATED

Don’t you hate being unin-
formed?  It is an uncomfortable 
place to be when discussing is-
sues with others.  As bad as that is, 
it is worse being misinformed.  It’s 
worse when someone adamantly 
argues about an issue when they 
use bad information or informa-
tion improperly and completely 
out of context.  What is even worse 
is when individuals intentionally 
misuse information to argue a po-
sition and mislead others.  Some 
call it spin.  It is more accurately 
called dishonesty.  It is hoped by 
sharing information in an objec-
tive way, this will help individuals 
to discern the difference between 
fact and fiction.  When it comes 
to enrollment and the associated 
funding and facility needs, some 
may say planning for enrollment 
growth isn’t justified.  It is hoped 
that sharing information will 
demonstrate that planning for en-
rollment growth is prudent.

The district was anticipating 
another year of enrollment in-
crease.  At registration, the dis-
trict had as many as 84 students 
in kindergarten alone which re-
quired the hiring of another kin-
dergarten teacher.  By the time 
the official enrollment count was 
taken on October 2nd, the kinder-
garten enrollment dropped to 77 

or 7 less than the beginning of the 
year.  It is still justified to have four 
sections of kindergarten with 77 
students, but it illustrates how dif-
ficult it is to plan with enrollment 
always subject to change.

Included in this article is a 
breakdown of enrollment figures, 
comparing last year to this year.  
Components of the comparison 
needs some explanation to un-
derstand the impact.

The two most used enrollment 
figures are “certified” and “BEDS” 
(Basic Educational Data Survey) 
enrollment.  Certified enrollment 
is the number of resident stu-
dents, without regard to where 
students attend school.  The ma-
jority of these students attend 
school in Clarion-Goldfield-Dows 
(CGD) school buildings.  It also in-
cludes students open enrolled or 
tuitioned to other districts, dual 
enrolled students, and students 
at residential facilities.  This year, 
certified enrollment declined 
23.02 students.  The majority of 
that decrease was due to having 
19.20 fewer open enrolled and tu-
itioned students to other districts, 
with 89.2 students last year com-
pared to 70.0 students this year.

Certified enrollment is very 
important and is used to deter-
mine the funding the district will 
receive.  The certified enrollment 
taken in October of 2017 will de-

termine the funding for the 2017-
2018 school year.  This funding 
is needed not only for educat-
ing students in CGD buildings, it 
is also needed to pay tuition for 
students attending school else-
where.

BEDS enrollment includes all 
students attending CGD schools 
without regard to their district 
of residence.  This includes resi-
dent students and students open 
enrolled and tuitioned in from 
other districts.  BEDS enrollment 
declined 5.82 students, 931.45 
last year compared to 925.63 stu-
dents this year.  BEDS enrollment 
is used to determine the number 
of teachers and staff needed to 
educate students in CGD build-
ings.  It is also used by the Iowa 
High School Athletic Association 
and Iowa High School Girls Ath-
letic Union to determine what ap-
propriate classification the district 
will compete in at the state level.  
For example, football competed 
as a 2A school while volleyball 
competed in class 3A.  In this case, 
BEDS enrollment is better to use 
than certified enrollment because 
it more accurately identified the 
number of students who could 
participate on athletic teams.

So, financially what does all this 
mean?  Of the decrease of 23.02 
students in certified enrollment, 
19.2 are due to open enrollment 
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decreases.  We will not receive the 
funding for 19.2 students, but we 
will also not have to pay tuition 
for those students.  Both revenue 
and expenses decrease.  The true 
impact to the funding will be the 
remaining 3.82 students.

BEDS enrollment also has finan-
cial implications.  The number of 
students open enrolled into CGD 

decreased by 2.0 students.  We will 
not receive tuition payments from 
other school districts for students 
CGD educates in our buildings.  
When the district adds certified en-
rollment difference less students 
open enrolled to other districts 
(3.82) to the decrease of open en-
rollment students open enrolled 
to CGD from other districts (2.0), it 

equals the difference in BEDS en-
rollment or 5.82 students.  The dif-
ference in funding and expenses 
comparing this year to last will re-
sult in a true decrease on 5.82 stu-
dents.  The change in kindergarten 
enrollment alone would more than 
make up that difference.

Open	Enrollment	and	Tuitioned Out

Certified	Enrollment

BEDS	Enrollment

As much as we hate to see our certified enrollment 
decrease by 23.02 students, the good news is 19.2 of 
that decrease are open enrolled students out.  With the 
101% budget guarantee for FY19 and anticipated 
enrollment increase for FY20, funding and expenses 
should be stabilized.

101% BUDGET GUARANTEE

The state foundation formula 
calculates the combination of 
state and local revenue to schools, 
based on what is called the “Con-
trolled Cost Per Pupil” (CCPP).  This 
current school year, the district re-
ceives $6,699 per student.  The rev-
enue is provided by a combination of 
state dollars and local property taxes.

The information shared regard-
ing changes in enrollment was 
shared to also explain the signifi-
cance of the 101% budget guaran-
tee.  Without the budget guaran-
tee, the district would see revenue 
in 2018-2019 decrease by 23.02 
students or $154,210.98.  The 101% 
guarantee however guarantees 
that the district will receive at least 
101% of the revenue generated in 

the previous year.  This means in-
stead of losing $154,210.98 next, 
the district will receive for one year, 
more than last year.  This gives the 
district the ability to make any 
changes for the following year 
(2019-2020) when the budget 
guarantee uses the enrollment the 
following year, or 23.02 students 
less.  The budget guarantee pro-
vides the district with a cushion, 



especially with anticipated enroll-
ment growth next year associated 
with Prestage Farms.

FUTURE CONSIDERATIONS

What will the future bring?  
What will the impact be for CGD 
with Prestage Farms beginning op-
erations in November 2018?  How 
will enrollment change?  What fa-
cilities will be needed if enrollment 
changes?

It is tough to convince voters 
that facilities require improve-
ments and expansion in a year 
enrollment decreased.  It is tough 
for school districts to have infor-
mation associated with an impact 
study associated with Prestage 
Farms identifying an estimated 
1,700 new students to the area and 
not knowing how many of those 
students coming to school at CGD.

So, what do we know?  Our el-
ementary and middle schools are 
filled to capacity.  The additional 
kindergarten class is being taught 
in what was a small, ELL classroom.  
The ELL classroom moved to an 
area that is a small storage area 
that was where elementary Title I 
and TAG was taught.  Elementary 
Title I and TAG is being placed in 
what was the superintendent’s 
secretary’s office.  A new special 
education teacher is being taught 
in an office that once belonged 
to TLC Instructional Coaches that 
once belonged to the School Busi-
ness Official and Assistant.  The 
Board/Superintendent’s office is 
now being used as a conference 
room and professional library.  

We are out of room and enroll-
ment increases will require locat-
ing additional classroom.  Con-
struction of new facilities require 
18 to 24 months.  Portable class-
rooms are not economical when 
considering all the infrastructure 
required for temporary units.  
Portables still require electricity, 
plumbing, sewer, etc.  The electri-
cal service is at capacity and will 
not accommodate expansion.

The district is working with an 
architectural firm to examine pos-

sible solutions for anticipated en-
rollment growth.  It is tough talking 
about possible bond issues with 
the most recent enrollment de-
crease, but the district must explore 
all options including restoring the 
Physical Plant and Equipment Levy 
to original funding levels prior to 
reorganization.  Please do not hesi-
tate to contact Dr. Olson if you have 
any questions concerning the infor-
mation shared or other questions 
regarding the district.
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Dr. Dan Gabrielson 
Head Wrestling Coach 

Brenda Rauch 
Housekeeping 

 

Wanda LaRue 
Cook 

Megan Novotny 
Elem. Success Teacher 

Joining in January 
 

Welcome New Hires/New Departments



Elementary Holiday Concerts 

Our elementary music programs are coming up fast!  On December 12th, the 1st, 
4th, and 5th grade classes will be performing the music they have prepared.  The 
program starts at 7 p.m. and will also include the first performance of the 5th grade 
band students.  

On December 14th the Kindergarten, 2nd, and 3rd grade students will have their 
holiday concert.  Their concert also will begin at 7 p.m.  Letters have been sent home 
with all the information needed.  If you have further questions, please don’t hesitate to 
contact Mr. Greenfield.  

The students will be doing dress rehearsals the same day as their concerts.  The 
dress rehearsals begin at 1 p.m. on their respective concert dates.  If you are looking 
to see the concerts but can’t make it in the evening or don’t want to fight the crowds, 
this is the time to come!  These dress rehearsals provide an excellent opportunity for 
the students to get one final practice in while simulating the concert experience as 
close as possible.  

On December 15th, we will have students singing at First Citizens  
Bank for their Christmas open house.  Third grade students will sing at  
10:15 and second grade students will sing at 10:55.  If there are no snow 
days between now and then, the 3rd glass singing at the bank will be Mrs. Smith’s 
and the 2nd grade class will be Miss TerHark’s.  Any change in our  
school schedule will affect this so stay tuned for changes.

Dec 12 - Grades 1, 4 & 5 at 7 PM
Dec 14 - Grades K, 2, 3 at 7 PM



CGD HONOR AWARDS

The Clarion-Goldfield-Dows Elementary students and staff are constantly looking for members of our 
school to go above and beyond in our daily activities.  When someone is found doing something extra to help 
others at our school they are nominated for a CGD Honor Award.  Every week during the morning announce-
ments we recognize individuals, groups of students, or staff members who have been nominated.  It sure is 
fun to recognize those leaders going above and beyond to make our school a better place!

 Elementary School News
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FIRST GRADE READERS

One important goal in first grade reading is to read stories fluently.  To help practice our fluency, Mrs. Thurn’s 
first graders read stories from their reading books to the kindergarten classrooms.  So far they have read to 
Mrs. Orness’s class and Mrs. Askelsen’s class.  As they finish more books, they will read to the other classrooms 
as well.  The kindergarteners love to listen and see what first grade will be like!  They make a great audience 
for our reading practice!

 Elementary School News



PRESCHOOL PARENT NIGHT

We would like to thank all the families that attended our 8th Annual Preschool Parent night. We had a won-
derful turnout with many of our families in attendance! The families enjoyed fall activities including pumpkin 
decorating, pumpkin digging, apple prints, playdough, leaf sun-catcher, weighing corn, and playing fall carni-
val games in the gym. The highlight of the night was playing in big boxes made into a police car, fire truck, and 
hospital.  We even made our own scarecrow to share with the rest of the school.   We would like to send a shout 
out Missy from the Clarion Public Library for reading stories. An extra special shout out goes out to three of 
our 5th grade leaders for joining our event to take pictures of the night – Indy Johnson, Kennedy Jackson and 
Natalie Heiden!  We enjoyed seeing all the smiles on our families’ faces. Hope you had as much fun as we did!!!
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HATS, MITTENS, SOCKS AND BOOTS, OH MY!

A Huge Thank You goes out to Hagie Manufacturing and all their employees for their recent Hat, Mitten, 
Socks and Boot drive.  A huge box was over flowing and filled three additional bags.  Each and every item will 
find a great home!!  Thank you for your continued support of our students, our school and our community!!

 Elementary School News



TRUCKER BUDDIES

Mrs. Orness’ class  had a visit last 
week from our Ennis Corp.  trucker 
buddy! Trucker Buddy Jon (Holmes) 
brought a classroom atlas for the stu-
dents and  several of his own maps 
to show them.  He  explained  how 
he  finds the roads to take  to  differ-
ent cities and states he travels to. We 
had a kindergarten friend that was on 
a trip last week, Jon showed them how 
to get  to the different state she was 
in  which they really enjoyed!  Thank 
you to Trucker Jon and Ennis Corp!

 Elementary School News



THANKSGIVING TURKEYS

On Friday, November 17th we had Omer & Bea Good as visitors to our building.  They shared with us all 
about turkeys and the first Thanksgiving.  Thank you for coming and sharing your expertise with our 4-year old 
preschool, Prep-Kindergarten and Kindergarten students.

 Elementary School News



RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS

On October 25, 2017, the fifth-grade students  
created some random acts of kindness bags. They 
put 3 to 5 pieces of candy in a bag. Then they would 
staple a paper to it that read “Please enjoy this ran-
dom act of kindness”. When that was completed the 
student, who created the bag would put his or her 
name on it. After it was complete it was given to not 
their families, but to some random people.  Students 
enjoyed handing them out and seeing the smiles 
on people’s faces when they were thought of in a  
random way.

 Elementary School News



ELEMENTARY SPECIAL OLYMPICS

On November 18th, three elementary students 
traveled to Des Moines to participate in the State 
Special Olympics bowling competition.   The follow-
ing students participated and received medals: Ju-
lie Ordonez- 1st place, Porsch’e Lilly- 2nd place, and 
Joncarlo De Leon- 3rd place.  It was a fun filled day!  
Congratulations to our athletes!

 Elementary School News



 Elementary School News



VETERANS DAY IS CELEBRATED AT CGD SCHOOLS

The Clarion-Goldfield-Dows School District was honored to thank our local veterans and use the oppor-
tunity to teach our students about the importance of doing so.  It is important that we appreciate our 
veterans not just this day but every day of the year.  Thank you to Denny Mraz for helping organize this 
event each year and Thank you for all who attended.

 Elementary School News
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What’s Up in the Art Room
by Kaira Downing

November was a huge month in the art room. One of the big additions this month…. ART CLUB started! 
It is becoming more and more popular. We are at 45 students and the number keeps growing! It art club, 
students get to make what ever they want! They come up with the projects. I am just here to supervise 
and help out when needed. Some are working on clay, chalk, paint, string art, sketching, digital art…and it 
keeps going. I am always so impressed to see what they are capable of!

November was also a big month because lower elementary created art projects for our Veterans Day 
program. 3rd-5th get to go to the program and participate and our lower elementary wanted to show how 
thankful we are for our Veterans too. 

Kindergarten created the American Flag! We looked at the flag I had in my room and counted the 13 
stripes and 50 stars.  My students then used collage technique to create their own flag. I let them use chalk 
on our blue to add a special little thank you to our Veterans.  Once they are done I glue them all together to 
create a Welcome Banner! 

1st grade created Poppy Flowers for the centerpieces for this special event! I read them a clip from the 
poem: “In Flanders Field.”

“In Flanders Field the poppies blow,

Between the crosses, row on row”

I explained to them that after the battle on Flanders field, up grew these poppy flowers, which people 
said represented the blood of the fallen soldiers. So the Poppy flowers are symbol to remind us those who 
gave their lives for our country! They used construction paper and paint to create their flowers, then curled 
up the petals and folded fringe to take it from 2D to 3D! Awesome job 1st grade. 

2nd graders wanted to show their appreciation by creating Thank you cards. We talked about different 
things we thought symbolized America and Veterans! We listened to patriotic music and students got to 
create a card on their own. They then took them back to their classrooms and added a thoughtful note 
inside their card for each Veteran! If you want to see a cute video of my students creating their cards, see 
#cgdart or #cgdlearns!

5th Grade just finished up a long project for Dia De Los Muertos, which is a Mexican holiday Celebrated 
on November 1st and 2nd. We talked about how this day was different than Halloween. It was not to be 
scary, but to celebrate their loved ones who have passed. The skull which is a symbol of death, was not 
decorated to be scary, but to look lively and beautiful! They rocked this assignment and really made their 
skulls a work of art!

8th grade tried something different this year with printmaking. Students looked at Native American 
Totem poles and picked out their spirit animal. They then had to create a symbolic animal they wanted 
for their totem. When they were done they transferred them on to a printmaking block and carved them 
out. When finished we put all our animals together and created a large totem pole outside our classroom. 
Turned out great.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL ART CLUB
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MIDDLE SCHOOL ART CLUB



PEER HELPERS BRING GOOD CHEER TO THE JINGLE JAM

Some of our Peer Helpers worked at the Jingle Jam at the Clarion Library on Saturday, December 2. 
Rebecca Dean, Paige German, Kennedy Trca, Sawyer Morrical, Yuridia Almanza, Rillie Elson, Owen 
Coldiron, and Avigail Espinosa helped young children pick out presents for their parents and siblings. 
They helped the kids decorate gift bags to take their gifts home in. Thank you for giving your time to 
help others.

 Middle School News



PEER HELPERS RAISE MONEY FOR HONOR FLIGHT

Peer Helpers recently raised money and sponsored an Honor Flight to Washington, DC for one of 
our American veterans. 

Brushy Creek Honor Flight’s intention is to honor as many of the selfless “ordinary people who saved 
the world” by providing them with a free trip to visit the memorials. Top priority is given to America’s most 
senior veterans-survivors of WWII, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and any veterans with a terminal 
illness who wish to visit THEIR. Memorial. 

Did you know that:
-Approximately 800 WWII, Korean and Vietnam die each day
-The average life expectancy for an American male is 74.4-while the youngest WWII and Korean War 

Veterans are over 80 years old
-Sky-rocketing healthcare costs have drained the life savings of most WWII, Korean, and Vietnam 

War Veterans and their spouses
-Veterans of WWII, Korean and Vietnam Wars have waited 50-70 years for THEIR memorial. Most 

of them have been unable to visit it ….UNTIL NOW.

If you would like to nominate someone go on the honor flight, please fill out the correct form. Medical 
Support people, including nurses, doctors, EMT’s are able to go too but will need to pay the $600 flight 
cost. All veterans go FREE. 

Clarion-Goldfield-Dows Middle School students will have the opportunity to go to Fort Dodge when 
the next honor flight flies into Fort Dodge.

 Middle School News







notes from the Middle school and 
high school  Music department

By David Ackerman and Tom Klaver

MIDDLE SCHOOL HOLIDAY CONCERT

On Tuesday, December 5th, the Clarion-Gold-
field-Dows Middle School Music Department 
will present its holiday concert at 7:00 p.m. in 
the CGDHS gym.  Featured groups are: 6th grade 
chorus, 6th grade band, 7th/8th grade chorus, 
and the 7th/8th grade concert band.  All middle 
school students involved in these groups need 
to report to the high school at 6:30 p.m. for vo-
cal warm-ups and tuning of instruments.  This 
concert is required, and it is part of the student’s 
overall music grade.  Students should wear dress 
clothes for the concert.  (No jeans and t-shirts, 
please!)  

The concert is open to the public, and there is 
no admission charge.  

HIGH SCHOOL HOLIDAY CONCERT

On Monday, December 4th, the Clarion-Gold-
field-Dows High School Music Department will 
present its holiday concert at 7:00 p.m. in the 
CGDHS gym.   Featured groups are: high school 
concert band and the high school concert choir.  
The band will wear their concert band outfits 
while the choir will wear their choir robes.  (Boys: 
remember to wear black pants, black shoes, and 
black socks.  

Girls: remember nude-colored hose and black 
flat dress shoes.)  All choir students need to re-
port at 6:15 p.m. for vocal warm-ups.  Band stu-
dents who are in choir need to get dressed PRI-
OR to 6:15 p.m. so they can be on time for choir 
warm-ups.  This concert is required, and it is part 
of the student’s overall music grade.  

The concert is open to the public, and there is 
no admission charge. 

 Middle & High School News 



HOLIDAY
CONCERT

Dec.5@7pm
MIDDLE SCHOOL
CHORUS & BAND

TUESDAY



notes from the Middle school and 
high school  Music department

By David Ackerman and Tom Klaver
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NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT HONOR CHOIR (held at NIACC on Monday, Nov. 6, 2017)These are students who sang in 
the 7th/8th grade girls’ honor choir and the 7th/8th grade boys’ honor choir.1st Row (l to r) Rebecca Dean, McKenna 
Hasty, Ariana Iafoski, Eli Toomsen, Cale Kirstein, Payton DeCoster, Clarissa Hasty2nd Row (l to r)Joseph Bradburn, Mack-
ayla Johnson, Thomas Klaver, Ethan Hurt, Izaac Watne, Kennedy Trca, Brandon (Mack) Seaba, Brynn Smith, Kevin Sal-
gado, Lillian Full, Erick Perez

NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT HONOR CHOIR (held at NIACC on Monday, Nov. 6, 2017)These are students who sang in 
the 9th-12th grade mixed honor choir.1st Row (l to r)Reed Abbas, Paige Willey, Chloe Hanson, Alexis Maxson, Madison 
Bierl, Sophie Dietz, Ashtion DeCoster, HannahJo Gustafson-Hodson2nd Row (l to r)Amaya Watne, Perla Padilla, Katherine 
Soenen, Clinton Miller, Max Powers, Kylie Greenfield, Maya LaRue, Mia Toomsen, Haylee Fishburn



High School Holiday Concert
Monday, December 4

7:00 PM



notes from the Middle school and 
high school  Music department

By David Ackerman and Tom Klaver
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KARL KING MIDDLE SCHOOL 
HONOR BAND

Three students from the CGD 
Middle School Band have been se-
lected to perform in the 2018 Karl 
King Middle School Honor Band.  
The Karl King Honor Band Festival is 
for younger students from schools 
in North-Central Iowa who excel in 
Band.  
 
The Honor Band will be on Saturday, 
January 13 in Fort Dodge.  Students 
will gather in the morning to prac-
tice throughout the day, and will 
present a concert late Saturday af-
ternoon.   
 
More information is available on the 
CGD MS Band website.  
http://cgdmsband.weebly.com/ 

 
Students representing CGD MS are:  (from left to right): 
Clarissa Hasty ................... 7th Alto Saxophone ....... Daughter of Scott & Dina Hasty of Kanawha 
MacKenna Hasty .............. 7th Clarinet ..................... Daughter of Scott & Dina Hasty of Kanawha 
Abigail Dorn ..................... 7th Trumpet ..........................Daughter of Jim & Cindy Dorn of Clarion 

 

Congratulations!
Tom Klaver
Middle School Band Director

http://cgdmsband.weebly.com/


Rebecca Gets a Lift to Shop

The chair lift in the shop was put 
to good use the past 30 days with the 
8th grade Industrial Arts Exploratory 
class. Rebecca was able to safely get 
down to the shop because of the 
chair lift availability.

 Middle & High School News

HIGH SCHOOL SPECIAL OLYMPICS

On November 18, Kelsey Hansch rep-
resented CGDHS in state Special Olympics 
Bowling in Des Moines. Here is Kelsey show-
ing off her Bronze medal! Great job, Kelsey!



Happy Holidays to you all, 
from all of us!

December Early Outs 
1:30pm

Wednesday, December the 6th, 13th, & 20th.

Winter Break
Starts with 1:30 pm early out on  

Friday, December 22nd.
Classes resume Wednesday, January 3rd.

Note: No early out that Wednesday! 


